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Welcome to 
Group Travel Destinations!
For 20 years, we’ve been laser-focused on one thing – making 

planning group trips easier. We’ve done this through a variety of
vehicles – our print magazines, newsletters, trade shows, custom

travel guides and beautiful websites. 

Sometimes old ways of doing things don’t stand the test of time and
when that happens it’s an opportunity for a change. We’ve experienced
this scenario with a variety of products and services over the last two
decades, including the resource you’re holding onto.

Group Travel Destinations went through a metamorphic change last
year with the goal of providing more relevant and timely information to
our readers. We think we accomplished that with hyper-local regional
content, a better display of what to do, where to stay and what to see
across seven U.S. regions. 

For this year’s guide, three of our travel editors scoured the country 
in search of tourism developments to help you stay on top of your game.
At the same time, hundreds of group-friendly suppliers are showcased
with profiles, Site InSpections and sample itineraries.

I’m proud to say we experienced a phenomenal uplift in “GTD” from 
a consumption standpoint last year. Group Travel Destinations is often
the first publication folks pick up at trade shows and conferences, 
attesting to its long shelf-life and resource-rich materials.

Based on what I know you’ll find in the 2020 edition, I have no doubt
Group Travel Destinations will be a handy deskside companion as you
create impeccable itineraries in the coming year.

Happy Traveling,

Jeff Gayduk
Publisher
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An architectural sculpture called The Vessel 
draws curiosity-seekers to Hudson Yards, 

a new development in New York City. Timed-entry
tickets allow visitors to climb to the top.
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6 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

INSIDE

NEW ENGLAND 
Exciting new discoveries await groups throughout

America’s northeastern corner

‰

Connecticut 
MYSTIC – The Mayflower II has 
completed its multi-year restoration at 
Mystic Seaport Museum’s shipyard using
techniques from the 1600s. The 60-year-old-
ship will be on display at the museum through
April 2020 before setting sail for Boston and
Plymouth for the 400th anniversary of the
Pilgrims’ arrival in America. Mystic Seaport’s Thompson Exhibition Building features 
J.M.W. Turner: Watercolors from Tate, the most comprehensive exhibition of Turner 
watercolors ever displayed in the U.S., through February 23, 2020. The final section of the 
exhibition, “Turner and the Sea,” was curated especially for Mystic Seaport. It is a selection of
17 watercolors, oils and the British artist’s sketchbook of scenes of the sea – shipwrecks, a
beached boat, coastal views and purely atmospheric images. An intricate, large-scale work
made of salt by Japanese artist Motoi Yamamoto will be on display from April to October 2020,
while Discovering Antarctica, an exhibition celebrating humankind’s discovery of the last
continent, will run from December 2020 to November 2021.
STRATFORD – Area Two, a sour, barrel-aging and experimental brewery from Two Roads
Brewing Company, opened on 10 acres with a tasting room, seasonal patio and rooftop beer
garden. In addition to lambic-style sour beers and beers aged in barrels obtained from 
distilleries and wineries, it serves kombucha on tap. Also offered are food trucks and assorted
cheeses and artisanal crackers from Fairfield Cheese Company.

Maine 
STATEWIDE – Maine is turning 200 in 2020. To mark two centuries of statehood, visitors will
be able to take part in events throughout the state, from festivals to parades and community 
celebrations, between March and October. A special feature honoring Maine’s maritime heritage

is the Summer Coast Festival (July 16-19, 2020), when hundreds of ships will sail from 
Portland and up the coast.
PORTLAND – Mythmakers: The Art of Winslow Homer and Frederic Remington
will feature iconic works of the American artists from July 1-September 27, 2020, at the 
Portland Museum of Art. Touted by turn-of-the-20th-century critics as “self-taught” and “home
grown,” both men displayed a distinct sense of American identity rooted in action, vigor, self-
reliance, independence and relationship to the wilderness. Homer is best known for depicting
rocky Eastern coastlines, while Remington developed his own vision of the American West.

Massachusetts
BOSTON – Time Out 
Market Boston, showcasing
some of the city’s best chefs
and restaurateurs, has opened
on the ground floor of a vintage
building in the the heart of the
vibrant Fenway neighborhood.
Spread across 25,000 square
feet, it includes 15 eateries,
two bars, a demo kitchen, retail shop and a video wall. Food choices range from lobster rolls
and clam chowder to Middle Eastern fare, deli sandwiches, gelato, donuts and vegan dishes.
High Street Place, a food hall seating 500, just opened in the shared atrium space between
160 Federal St. and 100 High St. in Boston’s Financial District. It features a large-format 
projection screen and an area for live music performances.
EVERETT – Encore Boston Harbor, the country's most expensive resort development of
2019, features a 210,000-square-foot casino, 15 dining and lounge venues, 671 guest rooms,
a spa and a four-season, six-acre Harborwalk featuring pedestrian and bike paths, picnic park,
gazebo, viewing decks, waterfront dining and green space with floral displays. The gaming area
is divided into two levels, with high ceilings and red Murano glass chandeliers transplanted
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from their original home, Encore at Wynn Las
Vegas. The first floor features more than 3,100
slot machines and 143 table games. An 88-table
poker room is on the second level. Dining 
highlights include Sinatra, a signature Wynn
Resorts tribute to Ol' Blue Eyes. A water 
transportation system provides shuttle service
from Boston to the resort, which is situated on
the Mystic River.
HYANNIS – Cape Cod Potato Chips has 
re-opened its Hyannis Factory Tour in Cape

Cod, spotlighting renovations, visitor experiences and behind-the-scenes opportunities. The 
renovations include an expanded space to accommodate more visitors; an up-close-and-personal
view of the quintessential kettles with photo opportunities; and a picturesque patio for guests to
sit back and take it all in and enjoy some chips. 
PLYMOUTH – The town of Plymouth and other Massachusetts communities will celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower voyage and founding of Plymouth Colony in 2020 
with special events, festivals, educational programming and exhibitions throughout the year.
Plymouth 400 will highlight the cultural contributions and American traditions that began
with the interaction of the Wampanoag and English peoples, a story that significantly shaped
the building of America. Fuller Craft Museum in Brockton presents Another Crossing: Artists
Revisit the Mayflower Voyage, an exhibition (May 2-August 30, 2020) recognizing the
400th anniversary of the Mayflower crossing and its significance to American and world history. 
SALEM – The Peabody Essex Museum (PEM), one of the oldest and fastest-growing 
museums in the country, just opened its new three-story, 40,000-square-foot wing. The $125
million expansion, a component of the art museum’s $650 million Connect Campaign, features
15,000 square feet of new gallery space, a light-filled atrium, an entry for school and group
tours, linkages to existing galleries and a garden. The new wing and adjacent renovated galleries
will feature fresh installations of the museum’s collections and new commissioned work by
contemporary artists. PEM has become one of the nation’s largest art museums located outside
of a major urban center.

New Hampshire 
BRETTON WOODS – Omni Mount Washington Resort, offering New Hampshire’s largest ski
area, unveils the state’s first eight-person gondola during the 2019-2020 ski season. The historic
hotel also is building a new guest room wing and an on-mountain dining and event venue.

Rhode Island
PROVIDENCE – The state’s
capital city is home to a new
vegan food hall, Plant City.
Housed in the two-story
building are six vegan food
businesses, including four
restaurants, a cafe and retail
market. The 225-seat food
hall is the brainchild of
chef/restaurateur Matthew
Kenney, a wellness 
entrepreneur known for
vegan and raw cooking. Plant City is located right across from the new Providence River
Pedestrian Bridge, which makes the East Side more accessible by foot and bicycle from 
the city’s bustling Jewelry District. A new self-guided walking tour map of the Jewelry District 
is available. 
WATCH HILL – The Center for Wine and Culinary Arts at Ocean House, a newly created,
3,000-square-foot education and entertaining space, is an intimate place to take wine and cooking
classes. It draws inspiration from an early 1800s Connecticut tobacco barn, from which various
parts of the structure – including its wide plank walls, flooring and post-and-beam structures –
were reassembled to create an elegant venue with historic charm and top-of-the-line technology.

‰

The new Providence River Pedestrian Bridge
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WHAT TO SEE

Berkshire Tour Company
Berkshire’s longest-operating and most experienced
group tour planner can help travelers with their needs
in the Berkshires and all of New England. Berkshire
Tour Company offers lovely tours that include visiting
the rocky coast of Maine; the Moose Trax of New
Hampshire, where guests can see moose in their 
natural habitat; the trains of New England, which
travel inland and through gorgeous mountains; and
the Cape Cod seashore.

10 Chestnut St., Stoneham, MA 02180
Nancy Hickey, 781-438-8620, berkshiretour@aol.com

www.berkshiretourco.com

Museum of Russian Icons
Opened in 2006, the Museum of Russian Icons, a
nonprofit museum in Clinton, Massachusetts, inspires
the appreciation and study of Russian culture by 
collecting and exhibiting one of the world’s largest
collections of Russian icons—sacred paintings used for
veneration in the Orthodox tradition. With more than
1,000 icons and related artifacts spanning six centuries,
the museum offers a unique and personalized 
experience rich with art, history and culture.

203 Union St., Clinton, MA 01510
Mary Delaney, 978-598-5000

mdelaney@museumofrussianicons.org
www.museumofrussianicons.org/group-tours

Shelburne Museum 
Shelburne Museum in Shelburne, Vermont is an 
unparalleled experience of American history, art, 
and design. Designed to allow visitors the pleasure 
of discovery and exploration, the museum includes 
39 distinct structures on 45 acres, each filled with 
beautiful, fascinating, and whimsical objects. The 
Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education provides a
fresh, modern setting for special exhibitions that 
connect and consider four centuries of American art
and design. Other temporary exhibitions are scattered
throughout the museum grounds. 

6000 Shelburne Road, PO Box 10, Shelburne, VT 05482
Bonnie Douglas 

802-985-3346, GroupTours@shelburnemuseum.org
www.shelburnemuseum.org

Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
This aquarium, located in the South Norwalk section
of Norwalk, Connecticut, contains more than 75 live
exhibits featuring more than 2,700 marine animals of
300 species. The aquarium is home to harbor seals,
river otters, sharks, jellyfish, turtles and many other
animals living in recreations of their natural Long 
Island Sound habitats. The aquarium also has an IMAX
Theater with a screen six stories tall and the equivalent
of eight stories wide.

10 N. Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854
Maggie Curlee, 203-852-0700, Ext. 2206
reservations@maritimeaquarium.org

www.maritimeaquarium.org

Mohegan Sun
Mohegan Sun, created in 1996 by the Mohegan Tribe
of Connecticut, offers some of New England's finest
dining, hotel accommodations, retail shopping, live
entertainment and sporting events. Boasting three
world-class casinos, Mohegan Sun is also host to two
luxurious spas, world-class meeting facilities, a state-
of- the-art poker room and three major entertainment
venues with seating from 350 to 10,000. People from
across the globe come to see live concerts with some
of today's top headliners, as well as major sporting
events, including the WNBA’s Connecticut Sun.

1 Mohegan Sun Blvd., Uncasville, CT 06382
Stephen Olender, 860-862-8988

solender@mohegansun.com • www.mohegansun.com

Mount Washington Cog Railway
The Mount Washington Cog Railway in New Hampshire
is a narrated three-hour roundtrip train ride to the summit
of Mount Washington on a historic railway. The ride is
around one hour each way, and patrons have 60 minutes
to explore the summit of Mount Washington, including
the Sherman Adams Visitor Center. Inside the Visitor
Center is a museum, post office, small snack bar and
360-degree views of the surrounding areas including up
to five states, Canada and the Atlantic Ocean.

3168 Base Station Rd., Marshfield Station, NH 03575
Group Sales Department, 800-922-8825

groupsales@thecog.com • www.thecog.com

WHERE TO STAY

Foxwoods Resort Casino
Since 1992, Foxwoods Resort Casino in Mashantucket,
Connecticut has offered guests the premier resort
destination in the Northeast. As the largest resort
casino in North America, Foxwoods offers an array 
of gaming in seven casinos, AAA Four-Diamond 
hotels, restaurants from gourmet to quick service,
world-renowned spas, award-winning golf, state-of-
the-art theaters and exclusive retailers. Perfect for
both recreation and business, Foxwoods provides
modern and versatile convention and meeting space
to infuse new life into any meeting or event. 

350 Trolley Line Blvd, Mashantucket, CT 06338
George Yerger

Tour and Travel Manager, Foxwoods Resort Casino
860-312-3000, 860-312-7010, gyerger@foxwoods.com

foxwoods.com/default.aspx
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10 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

Delaware 
OCEAN VIEW – The first phase of Delaware Botanic Gardens at Pepper Creek just
opened on the Delmarva Peninsula. It celebrates the coastal plain with a sustainable garden that
inspires visitors to preserve Delmarva’s native landscape. One garden is built among farmhouse
ruins. Guided tours are available, and a section of the parking lot is reserved for tour buses.
WILMINGTON – DE.CO is a new food hall in downtown Wilmington. Eight restaurant stalls,
an atrium bar and private event space are set in the historic, Art Deco-style DuPont Building.
Food choices range from chicken and waffles to artisan pizza and Indian street food.

District of Columbia
WASHINGTON, D.C. – After a 37-month closure,
the iconic Washington Monument has reopened
with a new elevator system and visitor center as part
of a $10.8 million project. The National Park Service
has begun a $25 million renovation of the 95-year-old
Lincoln Memorial, adding new services and 
design to enhance the visitor experience, including
activating the space below the monument. Completion is expected prior to the centennial of the
memorial’s dedication in 2022. A 15-month project to restore the roofs, repair the stone and clean
the marble at the Thomas Jefferson Memorial is expected to be completed by May 2020.
Also on the National Mall, the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial is slated for dedication 
on May 8, 2020 – the 75th anniversary of V-E Day. Featuring a stainless steel tapestry and
heroic-sized bronze sculptures, the shrine honoring America’s 34th president, spans four acres
between the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum and the Department of Education.
The National World War I Memorial is scheduled to be completed in late 2021 in Pershing
Park across from The Willard InterContinental Hotel. Construction continues on the National
Native American Veterans Memorial on the grounds of the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Indian, with an opening scheduled for November 2020. The $1 billion
Project Journey underway at Reagan National Airport will result in new security checkpoints
with 28 additional screening lanes and a new 14-gate concourse. The checkpoints and concourse
with jet bridges and concessions are scheduled to open in 2021.

Maryland
BALTIMORE – Visit Baltimore will host the American Bus Association Marketplace, the
premier business event for the group travel industry, January 29-February 2, 2021. Maryland
plans to offer pre- and post-tours in various parts of the state.
COLUMBIA – Shows for 2020-2021 at Toby’s Dinner Theatre include Kinky Boots, January
10-March 22, 2020; Shrek the Musical, March 27-June 7; Monty Python’s Spamalot, June 12-
August 23; Godspell, August 28-November 1; Elf the Musical, November 6, 2020-January 10,
2021; and Something Rotten!, January 15-March 21, 2021.

New Jersey
EAST RUTHERFORD – The first phase of
American Dream mega-mall has been 
unveiled at the Meadowlands Sports Complex.
It eventually will include more than 300 retail
and entertainment venues, plus a food court,
kosher food hall and 23 full-service restaurants.
There will be an indoor Nickelodeon amusement
park, indoor water park, ice skating rink and 
a ski slope that uses snowmaking equipment,
plus a SEA LIFE Aquarium, LEGOLAND 
Discovery Center, an observation wheel and
two 18-hole miniature golf courses. 

New York
NEW YORK CITY – Hudson Yards, the largest mixed-use private real estate development 
in American history, is open for business on the west side of midtown Manhattan. The complex
of glass buildings includes offices, residences, shops, restaurants and a hotel. The new 
neighborhood’s tallest building, at 101 stories, will have the Western Hemisphere’s highest out-
door observatory (Edge). Hudson Yards’ focal point is the plaza’s 15-story Vessel, a climbable
sculpture laced with 154 staircases and 80 landings that offer views of the city from different

‰

INSIDE

MID-ATLANTIC
From NYC to DC, the region is bursting with 

new things for groups to experience
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vantage points. The Empire
State Building just introduced a
second-floor gallery that immerses
guests in digitally enhanced 
exhibits ranging from the building’s
construction to its place in 
pop culture. The World’s Most
Famous Building exhibit has more
than 70 screens that show the
skyscraper’s starring roles in
movies, TV shows, commercials,

cartoons, comic books and video games. Also spotlighted are celebrities who have visited 
the 86th-floor observatory. The American Kennel Club’s Museum of the Dog, formerly in 
St. Louis, has returned to AKC headquarters in Manhattan, not far from Grand Central Terminal.
The updated museum has interactive stations, including Find Your Match, in which a kiosk
matches your face to a dog breed, and Meet the Breeds, a touchscreen that lets guests explore
the history and traits of different breeds. The museum also features paintings, figurines and
sculptures. Empire Outlets, New York City’s only outlet shopping destination, has opened on
Staten Island, just steps from the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. An outdoor mall on five levels, it
features familiar retail names like Brooks Brothers, Columbia, Jockey, Old Navy, Crocs, Levi’s,
Guess, Nike, H&M, Nordstrom Rack, Banana Republic and American Eagle. 
COOPERSTOWN – The hobby of collecting baseball cards is the focus of Shoebox Treasures,
the newest permanent exhibit at the National Baseball Hall of Fame. On display in “The
Cards Your Mother Threw Away” are vertical files featuring more than 2,000 cards. The “Holy
Grails” display features 10 of the rarest and most sought-after cards. One station lets visitors
pose for their own baseball card photo and email it. 

Pennsylvania
CHADDS FORD – Vote for Women: A Visual History (February 1-June 7, 2020) at the 
Brandywine River Museum of Art commemorates the 100th anniversary of women’s right to
vote. On display will be drawings, illustrations and posters expressing the message of the 
suffragists, plus costumes, clothing, sashes and emblems worn by the women activists.
HERSHEY – In the summer of 2020, Hersheypark is opening Hershey’s Chocolatetown, the

most transformative expansion in the park’s history. One attraction will be Candymonium, the
park’s 15th coaster and its longest, tallest and fastest (up to 76 mph). Chocolatetown also will
feature a themed, full-service restaurant, a confectionery kitchen, ice cream parlor and Starbucks
coffee shop.
PHILADELPHIA – Renovation of the Independence Visitor Center, the official visitor 
center of greater Philadelphia and gateway to Independence National Historical Park, features
upgrades such as a 42-foot, interactive digital wall that displays content visitors can explore via
touchscreen, the first Hershey’s Kitchens location in Philadelphia, an eight-minute film featuring
sites and attractions, the official gift shop of Philadelphia and a mezzanine-level, outdoor terrace
with unparalleled views of Independence Mall for capturing the perfect selfie. The Philadelphia
Museum of Art presents the exhibition Off the Wall: American Art to Wear through May 17,
2020. Focusing on the period of 1967 through 1997, the exhibition features over 100 one-of-a-
kind works by more than 50 artists employing a wide range of techniques, including free-form
crochet, hand knitting, machine knitting, macrame, leather work, beadwork, embroidery, applique,
hand painting and resist dye. Under development is The Museum of Sports, which would be
located in the heart of the South Philadelphia sports complex, where the city’s four professional
teams play. It would celebrate sports across the United States with a particular focus on
Philadelphia. Opening in 2020 on Independence Mall, the $60 million Faith and Liberty
Discovery Center, an initiative of the American Bible Society, will
explore the relationship and role of faith and liberty in fostering core
American values through film, interactive media, imagery and artifacts.
VALLEY FORGE – Renovation of the Valley Forge National
Historical Park Visitor Center is set for completion in late
2020. It will offer new interpretive exhibits and a high-definition 
orientation film chronicling the 1777-1778 winter encampment 
during the Revolutionary War. A temporary visitor center is serving
guests during the construction project.

Virginia
FORT BELVOIR – The National Museum of the United States Army will open June 4,
2020. A project of the U.S. Army and nonprofit Army Historical Foundation, it will be the 
first museum of its kind to document the Army’s 244-year history. Admission will be free. 
Fort Belvoir is 20 minutes from the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

‰

New exhibits enhance the Empire State Building experience.
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WHERE TO GO

Garrett County 
Chamber of Commerce
Experience Maryland’s Deep Creek Lake from a unique
perspective—the water. In the upcoming year, Wisp
Resort and a local boat rental company are partnering
up to take tour groups for a boat ride on Deep Creek
Lake (weather permitting). After a day on the lake,
groups can enjoy time in the quaint town of Oakland
—nationally known as one of the best towns for 
fall foliage—and dine at one of the many restaurants
opening their doors in 2020.

15 Visitors Center Drive, McHenry, MD 21541
Jen Durben, 301-387-4386

jen@garrettchamber.com • www.deepcreekgroups.com

Ocean City MD CVB
Whether you are looking to bring your tour group 
or family reunion, Ocean City is the perfect bet 
with 10 miles of free pristine beach and 3 miles of
Boardwalk. From luxury waterfront hotels to modern
campgrounds, something to suit any taste. Watersports
and boating, quiet walks or fine dining—it’s all here, 
all year.

4001 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, MD 21842
Norma Dobrowolski, 800-626-2326

ndobrowolski@ococean.com • www.ococean.com

Visit Hagerstown
Located along I-81, and I-70, Hagerstown, MD is 
right on your way. Known for Antietam National 
Battlefield and Civil War history, visitors also enjoy
boat rides at our newly restored authentic lockhouse
and aqua duct on the C&O Canal. View eclectic 
artwork at our Museum of Fine Arts or see exciting
performances at the newly expanded Maryland 
Theatre & Performing Arts Center. Taste award-winning
wines at our vineyards with breathtaking scenery.
There’s more than you can imagine here…
Hagerstown HAS IT!

16 Public Square, Hagerstown, MD 21740
301-791-3246, info@visithagerstown.com

www.visithagerstown.com

Visit Montgomery County
Montgomery County, Maryland presents an endless
array of art, entertainment, attractions and historical
sites minutes from Washington, D.C. Admire old-
fashioned vehicles at the National Capital Trolley 
Museum, tour home of Red Cross founder Clara Barton
and enjoy a performance at the Music Center and
Mansion at Strathmore. With over 50 hotels, 
Montgomery County can accommodate groups of 
any interest or budget.

1801 Rockville Pike, Suite 320, Rockville, MD 20852
240-641-6750,sales@visitmontgomery.com

www.visitmontgomery.com

Hudson County Cultural & Heritage
Affairs/Tourism Development
Only 4.7 miles from Manhattan with spectacular 
views of the New York City skyline, Hudson County
offers direct ferry service to the Statue of Liberty and
over 35 top quality hotels. Visitors can reach NYC in
minutes by ferry, train, bus or car and can easily visit
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island and the Liberty
Science Center – the largest planetarium in the 
Western Hemisphere. Liberty State Park has 1,200
green acres of park, directly across from New York City.

583 Newark Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07306
Peggy Kelly, 201-459-2070

pkelly@hcnj.us • www.visithudson.org

Meet AC
Atlantic City, the East Coast’s original place to play.
Championship golf courses, world renowned 
entertainment, vibrant nightlife, the latest casino
games and a shopper’s paradise with discount outlet
shopping. Experience Atlantic City with an endless
array of options. Tour Atlantic City is committed to
making every visit a memorable experience. After all,
it’s always about the stories and Atlantic City has
many to share with visitors of all ages. 

2314 Pacific Ave. , Atlantic City, NJ 08401
Heather Colache, 609-449-7151

hcolache@meetac.com • www.touratlanticcity.com

Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau 
The Adirondack Coast stretches across the 
western shores of Lake Champlain shouldered by 
New York's Adirondack Mountains and the Green
Mountains of Vermont. With world-class outdoor
recreation, a rich history to explore and a landscape
dotted with agricultural opportunities at every turn,
the Adirondack Coast is a destination your group will
not forget.

7061 Route 9, Plattsburgh, NY 12901
Alyssa Senecal, 518-563-1000

alyssa@northcountrychamber.com
www.goadirondack.com/groups 

Lake George Area in 
NY’s Adirondacks
Situated in upstate New York 50 miles north of 
Albany, the Lake George Area is easily accessible
and a direct drive from New York City, Boston and
Montreal. Enjoy a cruise on The Queen of American
Lakes along 32-mile-long Lake George; navigate 
exciting whitewater rapids along the mighty Hudson
River; visit the iconic Lake George landmark Prospect
Mountain for a beautiful 100-mile view; or seek
thrills at Six Flags Great Escape and Splashwater
Kingdom amusement parks.

1340 State Route 9, Lake George, NY 12845
Tanya Brand, 518-761-6575

brandt@warrencountyny.gov • www.visitlakegeorge.com

Fort Ticonderoga
Fort Ticonderoga is the perfect destination with both 
indoor and outdoor adventures! Experience exciting
battle re-enactments, daily weapon demos, historic
trades, Carillon Boat Cruises, friendly animals, and
more. Marvel at the stunning natural beauty across
2,000 acres and explore 10,000 square feet of exhibit
galleries showcasing world-class collections. Enjoy
farm-to-fork culinary offerings at our family-friendly
Café. Customizable full and half day itineraries are
available to meet all your group’s needs.

102 Fort Ticonderoga Rd., Ticonderoga, NY 12883
Ryann Wiktorko, 518-585-1023
rwiktorko@fort-ticonderoga.org

www.fortticonderoga.org
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Allegheny National Forest 
Visitors Bureau
The Kinzua Sky Walk at Kinzua Bridge State Park in
Mt. Jewett, Pennsylvania, was voted one of the 10 most
scenic skywalks in the world. Visitors will also enjoy
exploring the nearby Allegheny National Forest with
scenic overlooks along the Longhouse National Scenic
Byway. The forest features lush, green forestland in the
summer and amazing fall foliage during October. History
comes alive at Zippo/Case, Penn Brad Oil, Eldred WW
II museums. The Marilyn Horne Museum and Exhibit
Center, features memorabilia, costumes and musical
scores from the world-famous opera star. Family-
owned restaurants and shops add to the experience. 

80 E. Corydon St. , P.O. Box 371, Bradford, PA 16701
Linda Devlin, 800-473-9370 

Devlin@visitanf.com • www.visitanf.com

Fredericksburg Regional 
Tourism Partnership
Learn about colonial practices and rich American history
in the Fredericksburg region. Walk in the footsteps 
of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and James
Monroe. Located between Washington D.C. and Rich-
mond, this area was center stage for significant historic
events that shaped our nation’s history. Experience how
colonial America once was and learn about the Civil War
era while enjoying modern-day amenities. Be whisked
away to a land that will forever remain timeliness, right
here within the Fredericksburg region.

706 Caroline St., Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Victoria Matthews, 800-260-3646
vamatthews@fredericksburgva.gov
www.visitfred.com/groups-meetings

Newport News Tourism
Settled on the southeastern end of the Virginia Peninsula,
Newport News has just about everything. National 
historic sites, world-renowned museums, special
events, fairs and festivals are all rolled up into this
charming corner of Coastal Virginia. With so much to
do, consider a themed trip such as experiencing all
things maritime or delving deep into Civil War history.
Abundant with history and culture, Newport News is
sure to please every member of the group.

702 Town Center Drive , Newport News, VA 23606
Barb Kleiss, 757-926-1442

bkleiss@nnva.gov • www.newport-news.org

Virginia Beach CVB
With a flourishing local culinary scene, rich history,
and unique, vibrant districts, Virginia Beach provides
groups with the opportunity to experience all this
coastal city has to offer through customizable “Live
the Live Adventures.” Groups can delight their taste
buds with Culinary & Agriculture adventures, go 
behind the scenes with Arts & Culture, fly a WWII 
airplane with Military & History, kayak with dolphins
through Outdoor & Eco-Adventures and reconnect
during a Mind+Body+Spirit adventure.

2101 Parks Ave., Suite 500, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Jim Coggin, 757-385-6642

jcoggin@visitvirginiabeach.com
www.visitvirginiabeach.com/groups/things-todo/

live-the-life-adventures

Visit Fairfax County
Located just minutes from Washington, D.C., Fairfax
County places you in the heart of all the sites and 
attractions the Capital Region has to offer. Groups
won't have a hard time finding things to do — from
incredible historic attractions and spectacular natural
sites to the very best shopping and eclectic cuisine.
With activities and hotels for every budget, Fairfax
County is tailor-made for your groups. 

3702 Pender Drive, Suite 420, Fairfax, VA 22030
Linda Horowitz, 703-752-9513

hlorowitz@fxva.com • www.fxva.com

WHAT TO SEE

The National Shrine of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
This historic and religious site welcomes people from
all walks of life to discover the inspirational story of
the first American-born saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton.
Available at the site is a free museum and introductory
12-minute film about her life. If you visit, include time
for the Shrine's Historic Homes Tour, where a guide
will take you inside the homes from 1750 and 1810
where Elizabeth Ann Seton lived and worked.

339 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, MD 21727
Lissa Jungbluth, 301-447-6606
Lissa.jungbluth@setonshrine.org

www.seatonshrine.org

McCarter Theatre Center
Located in Princeton, New Jersey, McCarter Theatre
Center produces award-winning shows that the whole
group can enjoy. The theater collaborates with acclaimed
playwrights and directors to bring something original
to the stage every time. Book tickets to see shows 
like Glora: A Life, Frankenstein, and Sleuth, and 
performances from some of the world’s greatest artists
in music, dance, and more.

91 University Place, Princeton, NJ 08540
Group Sales, 609-258-2787

groups@mccarter.org • www.mccarter.org 

Clove Creek Dinner Theater
The Clove Creek Dinner Theater is an exciting destination
combining distinctive live entertainment with fine 
dining to create an unforgettable experience for
tourists. As a proud recipient of Dutchess County
Tourism Arts Award of Distinction, Clove Creek 
benefits the community by expanding the spectrum of
local culture. Located in the Fishkill, NY, the theater
provides shows Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays with
matinees every Thursday for tour groups. Full-service
meals are prepared by chef graduates of The Culinary
Institute of America. Guests choose from four culinary
delights which change with each new production. 

18 Westage Business Center Drive, Suite 7, Fishkill, NY 12524
Felicia DiNonno, 845-202-7778

info@clovecreekdinnertheater.com
www.siteline.vendini.com/site/clovecreekdinner

theater.com/whats-playing

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
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WHAT TO SEE

Delaware & Ulster Railroad
Embark on a leisurely excursion through New York’s
Catskill Mountains on this historic locomotive. Round
trips are 24 miles between Arkville and Roxbury and
take approximately two hours to complete. Themed
experiences include the Great Train Robbery (which
includes a dramatic shootout between a team of
deputies and the Catskills Bushwhackers and a 
Western-style barbecue) and Twilight on the Rails 
(an evening of live blues music aboard the train).

43510 State Hwy. 28, Arkville, NY 12406
Group Sales, 845-586-2929

tours@durr.org • www.durr.org

Disney on Broadway Group Sales
The Disney Theatrical Group offers the ultimate
Broadway experience and excellent group rates for 
its slate of award-winning musicals. Experience the
magic of smash hits such as Frozen, The Lion King
and Aladdin. Disney’s storytelling tradition, creative
imagination, world-class talent and Broadway production
values combine to create a one-of-a-kind experience
like nothing your group has ever seen. Disney Theatrical
Group’s sales department will create a customized 
experience to ensure your Broadway visit is 
unforgettable.

214 W. 42nd St., New York, NY 10036
Nicholas Faranda, 212-703-1040
Dtg.group.sales@disney.com
www.disneygroupsales.com

Luna Park in Coney Island
Luna Park in Coney Island Brooklyn New York City 
is celebrating its 10th birthday season with 5 new 
attractions. Luna Park continues to honor our history
and innovative fun. Enjoy clean, safe fun on the
shores of the People’s Playground with over 50 rides
and attractions, performance space. Good for large
events with 3 restaurants and a maximum capacity of
6,000+. Fireworks and light show on Friday nights,
nearby hotels, Bus parking available and ferry service
from Manhattan coming 2021.

1000 Surf Ave. , Brooklyn, NY 112244
Jeff Klein, 718-373-5862, Ext. 500

sales@lunaparknyc.com • www.lunaparknyc.com

Madison Square Garden
Calling all sports fanatics and music fans to Madison
Square Garden, the “world’s most famous arena.”
This $1.1 billion entertainment hub situated above
Penn Station hosts concerts featuring Stevie Wonder,
Bruce Springsteen, Madonna, Billy Joel, Katy Perry,
Taylor Swift and more, plus regularly sold-out New
York Knicks basketball games. The Rockettes and
other stars continue to shine at Radio City Music Hall
throughout the season. Book group tickets for a
chance to see it all—you won’t want to miss the
chance to see memories in the making.

2 Penn Plaza, New York, NY 10121
Group Sales, 212-465-6080, group.sales@msg.com

www.msg.com and www.rockettes.com

National Baseball Hall of Fame
The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum is an
independent nonprofit educational institution, dedicated
to fostering an appreciation of the historical development
of baseball and its impact on our culture by collecting,
preserving, exhibiting and interpreting its collections
for a global audience as well as honoring those who
have made outstanding contributions to our National
Pastime. Since 1939, the Hall of Fame has stood as
the definitive repository of the game’s treasures.

25 Main St., Cooperstown, NY 13326
June Dolhun, 607-547-0312

sales@baseballhall.org • www.baseballhall.org

New York City Cultural Collection
The Museum of Modern Art houses a collection of 
more than 200,000 modern and contemporary paintings,
sculptures, photographs and design objects. Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts is home to notable 
performing arts organizations and venues, including 
the New York Philharmonic and Vivian Beaumont 
Theatre. The New York City Ballet has grown into a
world-renowned institution, known for its progressive
style and unparalleled dancers. The Metropolitan
Opera is a vibrant home for the most talented singers,
conductors, composers, musicians and dancers from
around the world.

The Metropolitan Opera 
30 Lincoln Center, New York, NY 10023

Justin Steensma, 212-362-6000
jsteensma@metopera.org • www.metopera.org

AACA Museum
At this world-renowned museum located in Hershey,
PA, discover various displays and exhibits that give 
you an insight on American culture and history through
the lens of vintage automobiles. Displaying over 100
American vintage vehicles, including cars, buses, trucks
and motorcycles that span almost a century, you’ll see
why it’s been named “Readers’ Choice for Best Museum.”
With new exhibits added frequently, like the upcoming
“Age of Aquarius:  Cars of the Counterculture & Beyond,”
you’ll come across a range of vintage automobiles in
unique scenes and settings.

161 Museum Drive, Hershey, PA 17033
Dareck Caroway, 717-566-7100, Ext. 117

dcaroway@aacamuseum.org • www.aacamuseum.org

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 
Dine and delight in lively shows at the Dutch Apple
Dinner Theatre in the Amish Country of Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. For over 30 years, the Dutch Apple 
has served small and large groups seeking grand 
entertainment and mouthwatering meals. It hosts
more than 150,000 guests annually. The theatre seats
328 for shows like Grumpy Old Men, Guys and Dolls,
The Little Mermaid, Saturday Night Fever and more
for the 2020 season. Groups of at least 16 people
receive special offers and discounts.

510 Centerville Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601
Jon Dahl, 717-898-1900

jdahl@dutchapple.com • www.dutchapple.com

Friends of Flight 93 
National Memorial
Pay tribute to all who sacrificed their lives on September
11 at Flight 93 National Memorial in Stoystown, 
Pennsylvania. Groups can plan a variety of tours that
will take them through the Visitor Center Complex,
Memorial Groves walking trails and Memorial Plaza.
Each site is a reflective space with storytelling 
installations and natural scenery. Flight 93’s newest
and final component, called the Tower of Voices, 
is a 93-foot-tall monument with 40 chimes to honor
the 40 passengers aboard during the terrorist attack
on the American Airlines flight.

6424 Lincoln Hwy., Stoystown, PA 15563
Brooke Neel, 814-893-6322

brooke_neel@partner.nps.gov • www.flight93friends.org
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OUR BOARDWALK

Your StoryA world of entertaining and exciting 

experiences awaits in Atlantic City. Up and 

down our world-famous Boardwalk, and 

throughout your entire Atlantic City stay, you’ll 

experience the ultimate in tax-free shopping, 

award-winning dining for every taste, fun 

amusements and great local attractions. 

Atlantic City o�ers the perfect setting to 

experience an exciting getaway and create 

memories that will last a lifetime.

TourAtlanticCity.com

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-318-6097 or 
hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it was 
meant to be experienced. Call today to book your Atlantic City Experience.

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey
Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism.
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WHAT TO SEE

Gettysburg National Military Park
Museum & Visitor Center
The official start to your group's Gettysburg visit. 
See the Film and set the stage with “A New Birth of
Freedom.” Experience the Cyclorama and feel the fury
of Pickett’s Charge. Explore the Museum and travel
back to 1863 with artifacts and exhibits. Tour the 
Battlefield and visit the sites with your Licensed 
Battlefield Guide.

The Gettysburg National Military Park Museum &
Visitor Center welcomes groups. Frequently visited by
motorcoach tours, student groups, corporate and
business events, senior and church tours, family and
class reunions, and auto and hobby clubs. Groups enjoy
customized programs, tours led by expert Licensed
Battlefield Guides, special pricing and amenities. 
Advance reservations are required. Discounted rates
for groups of 16 or more. Dine-in facility. Boxed
meals, breakfasts and dinners. Dedicated group 
entrance and bus parking. Group restroom area.
Bookstore and gift shop. For the latest in group tour
programming and to customize your group’s visit,
contact our Reservations Department.

1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Reservations Department

877-874-2478 or 717-334-2436
reservations@gettysburgfoundation.org

www.gettysburgfoundation.org/group-visits

Pines Dinner Theatre
This country-style playhouse offers hearty American
meals and an entertaining variety of live musicals
and comedies. Parties of 20 or more can receive a
group package that includes a salad, bread, an
entrée, coffee and dessert in addition to the show.

448 N. 17th St., Allentown, PA 18104
610-433-2333, info@pinesdinnertheatre.com

www.pinesdinnertheatre.com

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
From 1699 to 1780, Williamsburg, Virginia was the
political, cultural and educational center of what was
then the largest, most populous, and most influential
of the American colonies. Relive what life was like for
early settlers at America’s premier historic destination.
Explore the 301-acre town, browse world-class indoor
museums and discover something new about the 
creation of America. Experience everything from live
action in the Revolutionary City to modern art museums
with an inclusive group package.

107 Visitor Center Drive, Williamsburg, VA 23185
Sheila Marsh,  800-228-8878

groupsales@cwf.org
www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

Jamestown Settlement & American
Revolution Museum at Yorktown
Take a journey of historic proportions at Jamestown
Settlement and the new American Revolution 
Museum at Yorktown – two Virginia living-history
museums that explore the story of America’s 
beginnings, from the founding of the first permanent
English colony in 1607 to the Revolution and the 
establishment of a new nation almost two centuries
later. Discover artifact-filled exhibition galleries and
take part in activities in outdoor living-history areas to
learn about life in the 17th and 18th centuries.

P.O. Box 1607, Williamsburg, VA 23187
Group Sales, 888-868-7593

sales@jyf.virginia.gov • www.historyisfun.org

Rainbow’s Comedy Playhouse
Since 1984, Rainbow’s Comedy Playhouse in Paradise,
Pennsylvania has brought Broadway shows to theater-
goers. You’ll see comedies such as Funny Money, A
Christmas to Remember and Divorce Southern Style.
Groups will revel in the entertainment and feast on 
delectable meals from an all-you-can-eat buffet. 
Rainbow’s seats up to 300 people and provides space
for motorcoach parking. Groups of 15 or more should
call in advance and will receive a discounted offer.

3065 Lincoln Hwy. E., Paradise, PA 17562
Rachel Blauberg, 800-292-4301

sales@rainbowcomedy.com • www.rainbowcomedy.com

Wolf Trap
Wolf Trap, an official partner of the National Park
Service, provides both concerts and performances in
a majestic natural setting, with over 100 performances
across all genres every summer. Home to the 
architecturally stunning Filene Center and the charmingly
intimate Children’s Theatre-in-the-Woods, the 117-acre
park offers dining and hospitality amenities throughout
the summer season and year-round recreational 
opportunities.

1645 Trap Rd., Vienna, VA 22182
Anne Janeski, 703-255-1851

groupsales@wolftrap.org • www.wolftrap.org

Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad
The Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad is 
West Virginia's premier train-related group tour 
destination. Operating April to the end of October,
our Mountain Rail portfolio serves some of West 
Virginia's most remote Appalachian forests. From
climate-controlled mid-20th century era passenger
trains to historic 100-year-old steam trains, travel
the rails of West Virginia and experience beauty 
and history like no other. We offer group packaging
discounts, early-booking incentives, and other 
promotions throughout the year.

315 Railroad Ave., Elkins, WV 26241
Chase Gunnoe, 304-636-9477, Ext. 109

chase.gunnoe@mountainrail.com
www.mountainrail.com 

Mirvish Group Sales
Mirvish Productions is Canada's largest commercial
theatre company offering the best in world-class 
theatrical entertainment. Mirvish Group Sales is here
to help organize your corporate event, school field trip,
tour activity, fundraiser, or social occasion with friends
and family. With great group rates and a very flexible
payment plan, taking your group to the theatre in Toronto
just got a whole lot easier. 

310, 284 King St. W., Toronto, ON M5V 1J2, Canada
Natasha Springett

416-872-1212 or 800-461-3333
groups@mirvish.com • www.mirvish.com/groups
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MID-ATLANTIC REGION

Gettysburg

Call to customize your group visit. | 877-874-2478 | GettysburgFoundation.org

W I T H  Y O U R  G R O U P  

Group Discounts | Dine-in/Boxed Meals | Dedicated Group Entrance | Bus Parking 

The o�cial start to your Gettysburg visit. 
See the Film – Set the stage with “A New Birth of Freedom.” 

Experience the Cyclorama – Feel the fury of Pickett’s Charge. 

Explore the Museum – Travel back to 1863 with artifacts and exhibits. 

Tour the Battlefield – Visit the sites with your Licensed Battlefield Guide.

ALL GROUPS SAVE!
BOOK 2020 NOW!

VOTED D.C. AREA’S

OUTDOOR VENUE
BEST

CONTACT FOR MORE INFO: 703.255.1851
GROUPSALES@WOLFTRAP.ORG

12 YEARS IN A ROW
WASHINGTON CITY PAPER

Oh Canada Eh? Dinner Theatre
Oh Canada Eh? Dinner Theatre is now celebrating its
25th anniversary and features all-Canadian music; 
from maritime folk songs to modern pop. Meet singing 
Mounties, lumberjacks, a hockey player and Anne of
Green Gables. While you're enjoying the show, the 
costumed performers serve a famous all-Canadian, 
family-style meal. This high-energy interactive production
features over 70 songs from Canadian artists including
music from Celine Dion, Shania Twain, Bryan Adams, 
the Bare Naked Ladies, Avril Lavigne, Justin Bieber and
many more. 

8585 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls, ON L2H 1H5
800-467-2071, groups@ohcanadaeh.com

www.ohcanadaeh.com
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WHERE TO STAY

Boardwalk Hotel Group
Join us in beautiful Ocean City, Maryland at one of 
our oceanfront Boardwalk Hotels. Stay at our Days
Inn Oceanfront at 23rd Street, Howard Johnson
Oceanfront Inn on 24th Street, or the award-winning
Howard Johnson Oceanfront Plaza at 12th Street. We
are group-friendly, and plan full motorcoach group
itineraries, as well as small meetings, family reunions,
school retreats, fraternal group gatherings, and sports
team accommodations. Proud partners with Jolly
Roger Amusements and Thrasher's Fries.

2200 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, MD 21842
Pat Ambler-Perry, CTIS, 410-289-9103
groupsales@boardwalkhotels.com
www.boardwalkhotels.com

Hotel Wolcott 
The Hotel Wolcott is located in the center of tourist
New York City, three blocks south of the Empire 
State Building, on 31st Street, between 5th Avenue 
& Broadway. The hotel offers clean comfortable 
modern accommodations in an Old World atmosphere
at reasonable prices year-round. Rooms come with 
one queen bed, two single beds, three single beds or
one queen bed and one single bed.

4 W. 31st. St., between 5th Ave. & Broadway
New York, NY 10001

Sales Department, 212-268-2900
sales@wolcott.com • www.wolcott.com

Hilton McLean Tysons Corner
This hotel in the heart of Fairfax County's business
district offers easy access to numerous corporate
headquarters, with more than 27,000 square feet 
of flexible space for meetings and conferences. 
The hotel is five minutes from the Metro Silver Line,
putting D.C. destinations within reach. Hilton
McLean Tysons Corner features more than 44,000
square feet of event space, 458 guest rooms and 
28 meeting rooms.

7920 Jones Branch Dr, McLean, VA 22102
703-847-5000

Linda Koontz, Sales Manager
Lindakoontz@hilton.com, 703-761-5222

hilton.com/en/hotels/mclmhhh-hilton-mclean-tysons-corner
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Those seeking to learn about a pivotal 
period in American history can journey

back in time at Jamestown Settlement and
the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown
– two living-history museums in Virginia that
tell the story of our country’s beginnings.

JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT 
Jamestown Settlement is a year-round

venue where visitors can learn about the real
people and events of America’s first permanent
English colony. Located near the site of the
original colony, Jamestown Settlement tells the
story of 17th-century Virginia, from the arrival
of English colonists in 1607 to the cultural 
encounters that planted the seeds of a new
nation.

The world of Jamestown comes to life
through expansive refreshed permanent 
exhibition galleries, rare artifacts, award-
winning films and interactive experiences, 
including a new 4-D theater where Bacon’s
Rebellion is chronicled with state-of-the-art
special effects. Begin your visit by enjoying
the dramatic film 1607: A Nation Takes Root,
which traces the evolution of the Virginia
Company, examines the relationship between
the English colonists and the Powhatan Indians
and chronicles the arrival of the first recorded
Africans in 1619.

After touring the expansive indoor exhibit
space, head outdoors to experience hands-on
history in re-created settings alongside 
costumed historical interpreters as they 

describe and demonstrate daily life in early
17th-century Jamestown in an educational and
entertaining fashion. Visit the re-created
Powhatan Indian village to learn about the
world of Pocahontas and join in activities that
she too would have taken part in. Climb aboard
a re-creation of one of the three ships - Susan
Constant, Godspeed and Discovery - that sailed
from England to Virginia in 1607 and learn
about the colonists’ grueling four-and-a-half-
month voyage. Participate in periodic 
demonstrations of 17th-century piloting and
navigation before heading to explore life-size
re-creations of the colonial James Fort, where
visitors can try on armor and watch daily
matchlock musket firings.

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
AT YORKTOWN

The American Revolution Museum at 
Yorktown opened in 2017 and tells the 
story of our nation’s founding, from the twilight
of the colonial period to the dawn of the 
Constitution and beyond. The museum, through 
comprehensive indoor exhibits and outdoor
living history, offers a renewed national 
perspective on the Revolution, conveying a
sense of its epic scale, transformational nature
and complexity of the country’s Revolutionary
heritage.

The 22,000-square-foot permanent 
exhibition galleries engage visitors in the 
tumult, drama and promise of the Revolution,
with immersive environments, interactive 

exhibits, nearly 500 period artifacts and 
innovative films, including an experiential 
theater that transports visitors to the 
Siege of Yorktown with wind, smoke and 
the thunder of cannon fire.

In the 170-seat museum theater, the movie
Liberty Fever draws visitors into the world of
Revolutionary America, setting the stage for
the museum experience. The introductory film
is narrated by an early 19th-century storyteller
who has traveled the country gathering stories
about the American Revolution and shares 
his accounts using a moving panorama 
presentation of the time period. 

The storyline of the Revolution leaps to life
in outdoor areas that enthrall groups as they
take an active role in living history with the
help of historical expertise from costumed 
interpreters. In the re-created Continental
Army encampment, visitors can learn about the
life of a soldier, take in daily demonstrations
on medical treatment, camp life and cooking,
and feel the rumble of the cannon with artillery
firings in the amphitheater. Another re-creation
is a Revolution-era farm, based on a real-life
18th-century family, where visitors are invited
to try their hand at preparing 18th-century
recipes, learn how to process plant fiber for
cloth and play period games. 

Jamestown Settlement and the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown 
will entertain and enlighten your group

JAMESTOWN-YORKTOWN FOUNDATION
757-253-4939
group.reservations@jyf.virginia.gov 
HistoryIsFun.org 

History Comes Alive in Jamestown,Yorktown

SI SITE INSPECTION
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Forget the textbooks. At Colonial 
Williamsburg, history comes to life. The

world’s largest living history museum, Colonial
Williamsburg is a living, breathing 300-acre
city featuring restored and reconstructed trade
shops, homes and community hubs. Meet well-
known and everyday colonists in the colonial
capital where the ideas of independence and
revolution evolved. There are a variety of 
options for groups of all sizes, interests, and
ages to explore the dawn of America. Choose
a package or customize your own experience
with help.

Historic Area 
History comes to life through the 

people you meet on the streets of Colonial
Williamsburg. Go ahead, ask them questions.
Meet Nation Builders like Thomas Jefferson,
Martha Washington or James Armistead
Lafayette, an enslaved man who earned his
freedom as a spy. Watch some of the best
craftspeople in the world at work in 22 trade
shops as they create the nails, wool, linen,
buckets and more that contribute to a 
functioning city. 

Enjoy colonial-inspired cuisine at the 
historic taverns. At R. Charleton’s Coffeehouse,
mingle with colonists immersed in the Stamp
Act period and discuss news, politics, and
business over 18th-century-style coffee. Meet

archaeologists, architects, and researchers
and find evidence of Williamsburg’s story
through an in-depth look at the buildings, 
furnishings, trades, landscapes and the people
who have inhabited Williamsburg over 
hundreds of years.

Immerse yourself: get your feet dirty in
brick clay at a brickyard, get a head-to-toe
clothing demonstration, explore 18th-century
gardening techniques in the bountiful Colonial
Garden, and try other hands-on activities. 
In the evening, step into the courthouse and
take part in Cry Witch, the judicial proceedings
of “The Virginia Witch,” and weigh the 
accusations of Grace Sherwood transforming
into a cat, damaging crops and causing the
death of livestock.

Focus Tours 
Personalize your trip with the customized

group tour. From the Revolutionary War, 
government, women, daily customs, industries,
to even the mindset of Colonial Americans, ask
the historical interpreters and scholars almost
anything when you request a customized
guided tour.

Adult Program
The adult group tour program is perfect

for day-trippers, groups on tight schedules or
those who want a structured experience.

Choose from a half-day, one-day, three-day, or
annual ticket package. Request a customized
guided tour and satisfy your curiosity of
where Washington and Jefferson ate, shopped,
slept, got their wigs, etc. Groups can begin
their guided tour at The Capitol, the meeting
place where, in 1776, Virginia’s patriots voted
for independence and a new state constitution.
Or begin your tour at the Governor’s Palace,
the domestic residence of seven royal governors
and Virginia’s first two commonwealth 
governors, Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson.

Accommodations
Stay at one of the official Colonial

Williamsburg hotels, the Griffin Hotel and
Williamsburg Inn, and you’ll have a choice of
premium, deluxe, and value accommodations,
all just a short stroll to the Historic Area.
Plus, enjoy exclusive guest benefits—reduced
pricing for admission tickets to the Historic
Area and museums, preferred reservations,
and more.

Contact the group sales team at Colonial
Williamsburg for help building the perfect
revolutionary exploration.

With customized group experiences, Virginia’s colonial capital has something for everyone

COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG
Group Sales
groupsales@cwf.org, 1-800-228-8878
ColonialWilliamsburg.com/grouptours

Colonial Williamsburg
Brings the 18th Century to Life

SI SITE INSPECTION
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22 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

INSIDE

SOUTHEAST 

Alabama
MOBILE – The Exploreum Science Center has announced a groundbreaking new 
partnership with the Poarch Band of Creek Indians in the digital upgrade of its Dome Theater.
Working with D3D, a nationally recognized company, the Exploreum will make a huge leap from
its current state as a film-based theater into a digital laser-based Giant Screen Dome theater.
MONTGOMERY – Construction has begun on a $50 million whitewater park and outdoor
fun center on the outskirts of downtown Montgomery. The main attraction is a 25-acre central
park featuring rafting and kayaking along a man-made whitewater course that twists through
restaurants, shops, a beer garden and outdoor concert venue. The opening is planned for 2022.

Arkansas
BENTONVILLE – The Montgomery brings visual, performing and culinary arts into a creative,
communal space. General admission is free. The opening is set for February 22, 2020.
PINE BLUFF – Almost 80,000 square feet of gaming at the new Saracen Casino Resort has
a planned opening Valentine’s Day 2020.
WEST MEMPHIS – Southland Park has announced a $250 million casino and hotel 
expansion at its long-time dog track and “racino.” 

HOT SPRINGS – Oaklawn Racing
and Gaming is bringing a $100 
million expansion project, including
a new hotel. More than 28,000
square feet additional gaming space
will open in January 2020 with the
hotel set to open in late 2020.

FORT SMITH – The U.S. Marshals
Museum building and Hall of Honor,
which memorializes fallen marshals,
has opened. The completion of the
visitor experience exhibits is antici-
pated for the first quarter of 2021.

Florida
DAYTONA BEACH – Daytona 
International Speedway has
completed a $400 million renovation
and offers a year-round 30-minute
All-Aces or VIP Speedway Track
Tour. A walk across the pedestrian
bridge is a million square feet of shops, restaurants and hotel accommodations.
ORLANDO – Coming in January 2020 in the Canada Pavilion of Epcot at Walt Disney World
Resort is an update of the popular O Canada! 360-degree show. Awesome Planet, a new film
highlighting the diversity of the planet, also opens January 2020. At the France Pavilion,
Remy’s Ratatouille Adventure and Le Creperie de Paris both open in summer 2020. Cirque du
Soleil will open spring 2020 at Walt Disney World’s Disney Springs. Opening spring 2020, 
Ice Breaker will be SeaWorld Orlando’s first launch roller coaster.
TAMPA BAY – Iron Gwazi will be North America’s tallest coaster and it’s coming to 
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay opening 2020.

Georgia
MARIETTA – Six Flags Waterpark will open 2020 with a new
five-story water slide, The Plunge, which features two-person rafts
on a 500-foot course of giant turns. Six Flags Over Georgia
in nearby Austell will open with two new rides in the Gotham
City section, the Catwoman Whip and Poison Ivy Toxic Twister.

Kentucky
BARDSTOWN – Heaven Hills Distillery is investing millions in a revamped visitor experience
set to open in 2020. They are expanding their educational and retail spaces, plus building a
new rooftop bar that will feature cocktails and bourbon tastings. 
LEXINGTON – The Breeders’ Cup World Championships will return to Keeneland Race
Course November 6-7, 2020. This will mark the second running of the event at Keeneland 
(the first was in 2015).

‰

More fabulous tour options 
are coming in 2020
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Louisiana
NEW ORLEANS – Disney Cruise Line’s Disney Wonder is coming to New Orleans in 2020.
Royal Caribbean will offer year-round cruises from New Orleans on the 2,744-passenger
Majesty of the Seas from January 2020 through April 2021. A new, $1 billion world-class 
terminal complex is underway at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
and scheduled to open spring 2020. 
DARROW – Opening spring 2020, Great River Road Museum and Interpretive Center
is Houmas House Plantation and Gardens’ latest addition inviting visitors to learn about 1800s-
era steamboats and their contribution to Louisiana’s culture. 

North Carolina
KITTY HAWK – Kitty Hawk Kites is now teaching people how to fly a museum-quality
replica of the 1902 Wright Glider at Jockey’s Ridge State Park in Nags Head. This location is
actually the site dedicated to commemorating the historic soaring record, which Orville set in
October 1911, of 9 minutes 45 seconds. 
WAYNESVILLE – Leap Frog Tours is introducing unique offerings such as nature tours, art
tours, and yoga and wellness options. 

South Carolina
ROCK HILL – World-class water slide racing is coming
to Carowinds theme park in summer 2020 when Boogie
Board Racer, the longest mat racing slide in the Southeast,
debuts at Carolina Harbor waterpark. Also new in 2020 
is Grand Carnivale, a nighttime international festival and
street party celebrating global culture in grand scale, with
signature beverages and a special menu. 
MYRTLE BEACH – Plans have been approved for Gateway Galleria, a mixed-use complex on
Seventh Avenue North and Ocean Boulevard in downtown Myrtle Beach. The $20 million project
will include a four-story, 75,000-square-foot complex that will house over 40 visitor condos and a
bottom floor filled with restaurants, fitness and retail. A completion date has yet to be determined.
GREENVILLE – Unity Park is set to change the landscape of downtown Greenville in 2021.
The GHS Swamp Rabbit cycling trail with a pedestrian bridge over the Reedy River will 
surround the 60-acre gathering spot. Unity Park will have playground areas, water features, 
six acres of designated flat greenspace, a memorial, and an 80-foot-high observation tower. 

Tennessee
MEMPHIS – A multiphase plan is underway to modernize Memphis International Airport.
In addition to moving walkways, wider corridors, larger boarding areas, higher ceilings and
natural lighting, there will be new retail and dining options.
MADISON – After spending more than a year without a home, a long-running concert series,
radio broadcast and TV series is putting down "roots" in Madison. Music City Roots will
build a new venue at historic Amqui Station. The Roots Barn is set to open in fall 2020, with a
planned seating capacity of 750, or 1,000-plus for standing. 
NASHVILLE – The National Museum of African American Music is opening early 2020
as part of downtown Nashville’s $450 million Fifth + Broadway development. It will feature five
permanent galleries honoring the genres of jazz, blues, hip-hop, gospel and R&B in addition to
a 200-seat theater and visiting exhibits. 
PIGEON FORGE – The Island in Pigeon Forge flying theater attraction, a state-of-the-art
ride system featuring national wonders and landmarks, is set to open early 2020. The Mountain
Mile, with retail, amusements and dining, will be anchored by the Mountain Monster coaster
and four different rides. 

‰
The Island in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
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- WHERE TO GO

Greater Birmingham CVB
Birmingham has a storied history that is still on display
today, from vaudeville-era theaters to the Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute, which features richly detailed
exhibits that reveal slices of life in Alabama from the
late 1800s to the present. The city also boasts an 
impressive cuisine scene, featuring award-winning
chefs and the hottest up-and-coming talent that offer
new twists on Southern classics, down-home soul
food and European-inspired creations.

950 22nd St. N., Suite 550, Birmingham, AL 35203
Sara Hamlin, 800-458-8085

shamlin@inbirmingham.com • www.inbirmingham.com

Huntsville/Madison County CVB
At the foot of a mountain in North Alabama resides
the high-tech city of Huntsville. “The Rocket City” 
is home to the U.S. Space & Rocket Center—the #1 
attraction in the state of Alabama. Take a bus tour and
get a glimpse of NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center,
the birthplace of the U.S. space program, which is
currently developing the SLS Artemis program for our
return to the moon and onto Mars.

500 N.W. Church St., Ste. One, Huntsville, AL 35801
Pam Williams, 256-551-2204

pam@huntsville.org • www.huntsville.org

Arkansas Department of 
Parks & Tourism
Centrally located, Arkansas is a beautiful, affordable
destination for group tours. It’s an easy drive from
neighboring Tennessee, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Texas and Oklahoma. Once you arrive you
will find many reasons why the Natural State works
well as a group travel destination. Immerse yourself in
art, history and culture in museums or get away from
it all on tranquil trails and secluded lakes. Exciting
sample itineraries are available.

1 Capitol Mall, Little Rock, AR 72201
Jessica Ledbetter, 501-682-1219
jessica.ledbetter@arkansas.gov
www.arkansasgrouptravel.com

Eureka Springs, Arkansas
Secluded and peaceful with winding mountainside
streets, Eureka Springs, Arkansas has flair like no
other town. Streets are lined with Victorian homes
hugging cliff sides, and the entire downtown area is
on the National Register of Historic Places. Eureka
Springs has block after block of one-of-a-kind shops,
boutiques, fine art galleries, craft emporiums, spas,
museums and chef-owned restaurants. Festivals and
events span everything from blues and opera to car
shows, antiques and the arts.  

P.O. Box 449, 121 E. Van Buren, 3B
Eureka Springs,  AR 72632

Karen Pryor, CTIS, 479-253-7333
Karen@eurekasprings.org • www.eurekasprings.org

Fort Smith CVB
Fort Smith, Arkansas, has been described as “Where
the New South Meets the Old West.” This frontier 
border town embraces its colorful heritage with historic
attractions like the Fort Smith Museum of History and
Miss Laura’s Visitors Center, which was once a famous
Western bordello. With prior arrangements, groups
can enjoy Miss Laura giving a tour of the famous 
establishment. The U.S. Marshals Museum is currently
being built in Fort Smith and will honor the 230-year
history of the nation’s oldest law enforcement agency.

2 N. B St., Fort Smith, AR 72901
Carolyn Joyce, 800-637-1477

tourism@fortsmith.org • www.fortsmith.org

Little Rock CVB
Arkansas’s capital city is a vibrant, growing, historic
center brimming with festivals and events year-round.
Walk in the footsteps of history at Little Rock Central
High School National Historic Site, take a deep dive
into politics at the Clinton Presidential Center, watch a
show at Murry’s Dinner Playhouse or explore Little
Rock’s acclaimed dining scene. Stroll through the
city’s many charming neighborhoods and discover
Little Rock’s brand of new southern style.

101 S. Spring St., Little Rock, AR 72201
Kiki Mannear, 501-370-3230

kmannear@littlerock.com • www.littlerock.com

Visit Rogers
Welcome to Rogers, where trendy shops and
restaurants live alongside gorgeous natural scenery,
well-worn trails and historic sites. Discover 
museums like the Daisy Airgun Museum, live 
music at the Walmart AMP, and charming shops and
restaurants along brick-lined streets in our historic
downtown—all just a stone's throw from fishing,
biking, hiking, camping, boating and breathtaking
views of nearby Beaver Lake, nestled high in the
Ozark Mountains.

317 W. Walnut St., Rogers, AR 72756
Kelly Parker, 479-619-3196

kelly@rogerslowell.com • www.visitrogersarkansas.com

Experience Kissimmee
If your group can dream it, they can do it in 
Kissimmee, Florida. With world-famous theme parks,
family-friendly outdoor adventures, and unique dining
and entertainment options, this sunny destination 
offers everything you need for a family reunion filled
with memories to last a lifetime. Plus, choose from
more than 45,000 accommodation options for every
budget. Discover more incredible experiences in
Kissimmee, where we make reunions and you make
new memories in real time.

215 Celebration Place, Ste. 200, Kissimmee, FL 34747
Jadeine Shives, 407-569-4855

jshives@experiencekissimmee.com
www.experiencekissimmee.com/reunions

St. Augustine | Ponte Verda
Old World charm, culinary delights and a vibrant
beach culture abound in northeastern Florida’s 
favorite vacation destination. For a relaxing getaway
that offers the chance to experience some of 
America’s best waterfront, there is truly no place
like this impeccable stretch of Atlantic coastline 
with 42 miles of beaches. The charming, pedestrian-
only streets of St. Augustine are perfect for shopping
or enjoying some of the best cuisine in the 
Sunshine State.

29 Old Mission Ave., St. Augustine, FL 32084
Evelyn Vazquez, 904-209-4431

evazquez@floridashistoriccoast.com
www.floridashistoriccoast.com
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WHERE TO GO

ATL Airport District 
Just 10 minutes away from Atlanta, the ATL Airport
District is home to everything big — from the world’s
busiest airport to the second largest convention center
in the state. Settling in is a breeze, as visitors can
choose from several world-class hotels that total more
than 8,000 hotel rooms. Go the historic route and 
explore the District’s notable transportation museums
and cultural centers. Or, take in the shopping scene and
choose from more than 100 stores. Whatever you do,
don’t forget to indulge in authentic Southern cuisine.

2077 Convention Center Concourse, Suite 260
College Park, GA 30337
Todd Neal, 404-334-7505

tneal@atldistrict.com • www.atldistrict.com

Visit Savannah
As artsy and eclectic as it is steeped in history and
lore, Savannah, Georgia strikes the perfect balance
between hip urban living and sweet Southern charm
as one of America’s friendliest and most beautiful
bucket list cities. Groups love exploring downtown’s
22 historic squares, each canopied with live oak trees,
riding the river with Savannah Riverboat Cruises, 
delighting in Southern delicacies at Mrs. Wilkes’ 
dining room, and exploring nearly 300 years of 
history with Old Town Trolley Tours.

101 E. Bay St., Savannah, GA 31401
Mindy Shea, 912-644-6419

mshea@visitsavannah.com • www.visitsavannah.com

Ascension Parish Tourism
Almost directly between Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans not far off Interstate-10 lies a cluster of 
communities which make up Ascension Parish, LA.
Rich in history and overflowing with entertainment,
Ascension is quickly becoming Louisiana’s sweet
spot, offering groups the perfect location to stay and
enjoy the friendly, safe, and festive atmosphere only
small town Louisiana can provide without sacrificing
the multitude of brand name accommodations, dining
options and entertainment options of larger cities.

6967 Highway 22, Sorrento, LA 70778
Kylie Gravois, 225-675-6500

kylie@tourascension.com • www.tourascension.com

Jefferson Parish
Nestled next to New Orleans, Jefferson Parish sprawls
over 60 miles from the Gulf of Mexico to the shores of
Lake Pontchartrain. Its communities comprise historic
homes, fishing piers, Mississippi River views and
marshland. Enjoy a local fair or festival, celebrate at a
Mardi Gras parade, taste delicious authentic Louisiana
cuisine and shop the retail capital of Louisiana. Rich
in culture and steeped in tradition, Jefferson Parish is
waiting to be explored.

1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 411
New Orleans, LA 70123

Angela Matherne, 504-731-7083, Ext. 209
angela@visitjeffersonparish.com
www.visitjeffersonparish.com

Natchitoches CVB
Located in Central Louisiana, Natchitoches is the 
setting for the film Steel Magnolias. Here in the 
oldest settlement in the Louisiana Purchase, you’ll
find the original French colony. Established in 1714,
Natchitoches retains its European flavor through its
architecture, heritage and lifestyle. At the heart of 
this National Historic District lies Front Street, a 
brick thoroughfare where restaurants and shops are
set along the Cane River Lake. Tour Fort St. Jean 
Baptiste, a replica of the 1732 French colonial fort.

780 Front St., Suite 100, Natchitoches, LA 71457
Kelly West, 800-259-1714
groups@natchitoches.com

www.natchitoches.com/group-tours

New Orleans & Company
Colors, music, costumes, and fanfare – the sights and
sounds of New Orleans are festive year-round in
this city whose heartbeat is influenced by the vibrant
culture of Mardi Gras. Explore the charming French
Quarter, dine on Cajun and Creole cuisine, and enjoy
festivals and events for every season. Visitors will
love the newly launched Riverboat City cruises, with
jazz and Mardi Gras-themed outings that are sure to
create incredible memories to last a lifetime.

2020 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA 70130
Thu Tran, 504-566-5053

ttran@neworleans.com • www.neworleans.com

Visit Baton Rouge
There’s plenty to do in Baton Rouge! Whether new to
the city or simply exploring your own backyard, the
city’s shopping, dining and nightlife will keep your
group entertained for days. Dive into an authentic
Louisiana experience with food tours, unique hotels,
and cultural attractions such as the Old Louisiana
State Capitol building; a national landmark and a rich
part of Louisiana history. Group-friendly restaurants
and affordable pricing make this capital city a prime
group destination.

359 Third St., Baton Rouge, LA 70801
Tracy Francis, 225-382-3573
tracy@visitbatonrouge.com 
www.visitbatonrouge.com 

DeSoto County
Just miles from Memphis but with all the charm of
small-town America, DeSoto County, Mississippi 
provides the perfect setting for your next group 
tour. Plan to attend an event at the Landers Center
(which hosts everything from monster truck rallies
to hockey games), spend an afternoon at the 100
stores at Tanger Outlets or indulge in some Memphis
-style barbecue. With over 40 hotels of varying sizes
and levels of luxury, planning a trip to DeSoto
County is easy.

4716 Pepperchase Drive, Southaven, MS 38671
Margaret Devine, 662-393-8770
mdevine@visitdesotocounty.com
www.visitdesotocounty.com

Visit Mississippi
Visit Mississippi promotes the state's rich, diverse
cultural traditions from the Delta to the Hills, through
the Pines and Capital/River regions to the Gulf Coast.
With attractions such as casino gaming, beaches,
lakes, nature trails, golf courses, civil war and civil
rights sites, antebellum homes, music hotspots and
more, Mississippi makes an exciting itinerary for any
group. We can help you develop an exclusive itinerary
to make your trip truly extraordinary. Don't miss out
on an authentic Mississippi experience.

P.O. Box 849, Jackson, MS 39205
Karen Gates Matlock, 601-359-3528

kmatlock@mississippi.org • www.visitmississippi.org

‰
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Spend a day of discovery at the Phillip and 
Patricia Frost Museum of Science, Miami’s only 
planetarium, aquarium and science museum.  
The museum o�ers a range of memorable options for groups of 10 or more. 
Whether you are planning a visit for a few hours or have all day, we’ll make it 
easy for you to customize your trip. Enjoy special itineraries, group activities 
and lunch options.

The Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science is supported by the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural A�airs and the Cultural A�airs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners of Miami-Dade County. This project is supported by the Building Better Communities Bond Program and the City of Miami. 
Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural A�airs, and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. The museum is accredited by the 
American Alliance of Museums, is an a�liate of the Smithsonian Institution and a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers. Frost Science is an accessible 
facility. All contents ©Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science. All rights reserved.

1101 Biscayne Blvd, Miami, FL 33132 I 305-434-9600 @FROSTSCIENCE

Plan your group visit at frostscience.org/groups,  
email groupsales@frostscience.org or call 305-434-9564.
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WHERE TO GO

Fayetteville Area CVB
Come experience Fayetteville, North Carolina, a place
where history and heroes create a fun-filled adventure.
Cumberland County offers amazing opportunities to
explore and revel in action-packed adventures. Stroll
through the Cape Fear Botanical Garden, which is filled
with exotic fauna and detailed model trains. History
buffs will want to linger in the Airborne and Special
Operations Museum, which chronicles the contributions
of these specialized soldiers from World War II to the
present.

245 Person St., Fayetteville, NC 28301
Jessica Bennett, 910-483-5311
jbennett@visitfayettevillenc.com

www.visitfayettevillenc.com

Halifax County CVB
Southern charm, rich history, and mouthwatering dining
are just a few of the delights that await you in Halifax
County, NC. Located adjacent to I-95, at the Roanoke
Rapids exits, we are your first stop for southern 
hospitality. The Roanoke Canal Museum and Trail allows
you to step back in time to the end of the 18th century.
Historic Halifax explores revolutionary history and is the
birthplace of our nation’s independence. Sylvan Heights
Bird Park allows you to explore their birds and offers a
unique experience in North America. 

260 Premier Blvd., Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870
Susan Wilhelm, 252-535-1687

info@visithalifax.com • www.visithalifax.com

Johnston County Visitors Bureau
Conveniently located where I-95 and I-40 meet, 
Johnston County, North Carolina is home to heritage
attractions like the Bentonville Civil War Battleground,
Ava Gardner Museum, Tobacco Farm Life Museum
and Uptown Selma Antiques. Shoppers will delight 
in over 95 retail outlets such as Coach, Ralph Lauren
and Nike at Carolina Premium Outlets in Smithfield.
After dinner, enjoy a Branson-style revue at the 
American Music Jubilee Theatre in Selma.

234 Venture Drive, Smithfield, NC 27577
Sarah Lagasse, 919-989-8687

slagasse@johnstoncountync.org
www.johnstoncountync.org/grouptours

Mooresville Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
Adrenaline Junkie? Nature Lover? With all there is to
see and do in Mooresville, we know you will find your
perfect self here. Get your pulse racing with karting 
action at the GoPro Motorplex or get back to nature
with hiking, biking, kayaking and more at Lake Norman
State Park. Indulge your wild side at Lazy 5 Ranch or
Zootastic Park, or be the ultimate racing fan at JR 
Motorsports, Team Penske, and other racing shops.

129 Mecklynn Rd., Suite C, Mooresville, NC 28117
Cathy Carpenter, 704-516-8917

cathy@racecityusa.org • www.racecityusa.org 

The Crystal Coast Tourism 
Development Authority
Known as North Carolina’s Southern Outer Banks,
the Crystal Coast is known for its beautiful scenery,
welcoming people and exciting events. The Diamond
Lady, the wild horses of Shackleford Banks and
Blackbeard’s very own Queen Anne’s Revenge are a
few of the major attractions, while visitors can enjoy
water sports, history, dining and shopping through-
out the year. With lodging options for every lifestyle
and budget and more than 85 miles of coastline to
explore, it’s no wonder they call it North Carolina’s
Gem.

3409 Arendell St., Morehead City, NC 28557
Sandi Godfrey, TMP,  888-891-0021

sandi@crystalcoastnc.org, www.crystalcoastnc.org 

Visit NC Smokies
The gateway to Great Smoky Mountains National Park
and home to over 46 miles of the scenic Blue Ridge
Parkway, Haywood County is the ideal place for
groups to have an authentic Appalachian experience.
Whether your group prefers to explore a variety of
hiking trails, settle in for a farm-to-table meal or
browse boutiques in the county’s many charming
towns, Haywood County can tailor an unforgettable
North Carolina visit.

1110 Soco Rd., Maggie Valley, NC 28751
Ben Wilder, 800-334-9036

ben@visitncsmokies.com • www.visitncsmokies.com

Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism
Whether your group is looking for a do-it-all fun 
or a relaxing getaway, Pigeon Forge is waiting with
Great Smoky Mountain views and plenty of ways 
to make it a trip to remember. Enjoy down-home 
dining experiences and take in show-stopping 
theatrical performances. Visit Dollywood, go to 
museums, shop and so much more. The best part is,
no matter what kind of memories your group may
make, there are always more ways to make them
here year after year.

135 Jake Thomas Rd., Pigeon Forge, TN 37868
Joy McNealy, 865-453-8574

jmcnealy@mypigeonforge.com
www.mypigeonforge.com

‰
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Inspire miles of smiles for your tour 
group with hundreds of unique 
attractions conveniently located 
in one beautiful mountain town. 
Stunning views, shows, Dollywood, 
down-home cooking, arts, crafts 
and much more make us a 
destination to remember.

PIGEONFORGETOURS.COM
1-800-285-7557

by joy.
Be driven
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WHAT TO SEE

Bellingrath Gardens and Home
Enjoy 65 acres of year-round floral pageantry in a
Southern estate garden. Bellingrath Gardens and Home,
located on the Fowl River near Mobile, Alabama, opened
to the public in 1932. The site is listed on the Alabama
Register of Landmarks and Heritage and on the National
Register of Historic Places. The gardens feature live
oaks, camellias, azaleas, roses and chrysanthemums.
During the holidays, the Magic Christmas in Lights dis-
play features 3 million lights in 15 scenes arranged in a
walking tour throughout the estate.

12401 Bellingrath Gardens Rd., Theodore, AL 36582
Shanna Bennett, 251-459-8986

sbennett@bellingrath.org • www.bellingrath.org

U.S. Space and Rocket Center
Since 1982, more than 850,000 students, teachers
and families have attended Space Camp at the U.S.
Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama.
Through simulated astronaut training and missions to
the moon and Mars, Space Camp trainees learn the
challenges of space exploration and the teamwork it
takes to reach for the stars. Guests can also learn
about NASA’s current plans to travel to Mars along
with Huntsville’s history of developing rockets that put
man on the moon.

1 Tranquility Base, Huntsville, AL 35805
Tom White, 256-721-7124

Tom.white@spacecamp.com • www.spacecamp.com

Little Portion Hermitage 
and Monastery
Deep in the beautiful Ozark mountains lies one of 
the best kept secrets of North America. Embark on a
holy pilgrimage to the Little Portion Hermitage and
Monastery and discover why it's considered the 
contemplative heart of the Church. The space is filled
with an awe-inspiring monastic church and monastery,
gorgeous walks through the prayer gardens and a
welcoming monastic community. It also offers private
spiritual conferences and group tours.

350 CR 248, Berryville, AR 72616
479-253-7710, info@littleportion.org

www.littleportion.org

Charles Hosmer Morse
Museum of American Art
Stained glass windows, jewelry, pottery, paintings,
blown glass, and so much more can be found at the
Charles Hosmer Morse Museum of American Art in
Winter Park, Florida. Home to the world’s most 
comprehensive collection of works by Louis Comfort
Tiffany, the museum exhibits Tiffany’s full chapel 
interior from the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition
and art and artifacts from his famed Long Island 
estate, Laurelton Hall. Docents lead group tours
through the galleries that display American art from
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

445 N. Park Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789
Kris Steele, 407-645-5311, Ext. 312

ksteele@morsemuseum.org
www.morsemuseum.org/plan-your-visit

National Naval Aviation Museum
Take flight at the National Naval Aviation Museum 
in Pensacola, Florida—the largest of its kind in the
world. A visit is the perfect opportunity to learn more
about the history of naval aviation through more than
150 impeccably restored aircraft from the Navy, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard. Thrill seekers can test
their air-to-air combat and stunt-flying skills in either
of the two flight simulators, or to experience what it
feels like to be hurled into space and walk on the
moon in the new Apollo 11 Virtual Reality attraction.

1750 Radford Blvd., Suite B, NAS, Pensacola, FL 32505
Diane Bell, 850-453-2025

dbell@navalaviationmuseum.org
www.navalaviationmuseum.org

Ron Jon Surf Shop
Don’t miss your chance to perform at Ron Jon Surf
Shop’s flagship store in Cocoa Beach, Florida. The
Performance In Excellence program is perfect for
bands, orchestras and choral ensembles. Where else
can you sing and play your instruments with surf-
boards in the background and be just steps from the
beach?! Free bus parking is also available. Coming to
the Orlando area? Add Ron Jon to your itinerary.

4151 N. Atlantic Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
Tracey Gray, 321-799-8880, Ext. 1048

grpsales@rjss.com • www.ronjonsurfshop.com

Phillip and Patricia Frost 
Museum of Science
Spend a day of discovery at the Phillip and Patricia
Frost Museum of Science, Miami’s only planetarium,
aquarium and science museum. The museum offers 
a range of memorable options for groups of 10 or
more. Whether you are planning a visit for a few 
hours or have all day, we’ll make it easy for you to
customize your trip. Enjoy special itineraries, group
activities and lunch options. Plan your group visit at
frostscience.org/groups, call (305)434-9564 or 
emailgroupsales@frostscience.org.

1101 Biscayne Blvd. , Miami, FL 33132
Vanessa Herrero, 305-434-9600

groupsales@frostscience.org • www.frostscience.org

The Savannah Theatre
The historic Savannah Theatre in Savannah, Georgia
hosts fun variety shows throughout the year. The the-
ater opened its doors in 1818 and is one of the United
States’ oldest continually operating theaters. Over the
past two centuries, the theater has showcased an
array of talented performers. Since 2002, the theater
has hosted regular performances of a variety of
shows and presents family-friendly entertainment on
a historic stage.

222 Bull St., Savannah, GA 31401
Christina Lopez, christina@savannahtheatre.com
912-233-5542 • www.savannahtheatre.com 

World of Coca-Cola
World of Coca-Cola is a fun and refreshing place for
your group to make memories with friends and take
selfies with the Coca-Cola Polar Bear. Located in the
heart of downtown Atlanta’s bustling entertainment
district and adjacent to Centennial Olympic Park,
World of Coca-Cola is ideally situated for group fun
and offers something for everyone to enjoy.  Discover
this one-of-a-kind attraction and experience must-see
exhibits, including Taste It! where groups can taste
more than 100 international and domestic beverages
made by The Coca Cola Company.

121 Baker Street NW, Atlanta, GA 30313
Tricia Vecchio, 404-676-6074

woccgroups@coca-cola.com • www.worldofcoca-cola.com

‰

SOUTHEAST REGION

30 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

2020 GTD_22-33 pp1.qxp_Layout 1  11/10/19  1:11 PM  Page 30



   
  

   

   
  

 

BookTheCoast.com

Known as North Carolina’s Southern Outer Banks, 
the Crystal Coast has inspired world renowned 

authors such as Nicholas Sparks and Kristy Harvey. 
Let us inspire you with help planning events, 

selecting outstanding accommodations and making 
your experience our top priority. We’ll make sure 
everything is perfect so you can focus on making 
memories, enjoying our beautiful beaches, unique 

activities and natural beauty.
Call us at 1-888-891-0021  

or email groups@CrystalCoastNC.org

let your 
imagination

run wild. 

•  800-334-9036
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WHAT TO SEE

Ark Encounter
Did you know that northern Kentucky is home to a
life-sized replica of Noah's Ark and that it’s the largest
timber-frame structure in the world? At the Ark 
Encounter, visitors are treated to an experience unlike
any other as they learn how Noah and his family
might have lived and how they cared for the animals.
They also will marvel at the craftsmanship of the 
impressive ark. A zoo, zip line and restaurant help
make the Ark Encounter, just south of Cincinnati, a
perfect day trip or paired as part of a larger tour.

1 Ark Encounter Drive, Williamstown, KY 41097
Eddie Lutz, 888-582-4253, ext. 377

elutz@arkencounter.com • www.arkencounter.com

Bluegrass Scenic Railroad 
and Museum
Based in the heart of Kentucky, the Bluegrass Railroad
Museum takes groups on historic rail excursions
through the state. Embark on a 90-minute, 11-mile
train ride to see sprawling horse farms and the
glistening Kentucky River. Each ride stops at the nearly
130-year-old Young’s High Bridge, where visitors may
take photos. Inside the museum, discover friction-
bearing trains and the stones used to construct 
Kentucky’s first railroad. Groups will also find a Morse
code-generating telegraph and interactive exhibitions
that illustrate rail innovations from past to present.

175 Beasley Rd., Versailles, KY 40383
John Penfield, 859-873-2476

John_m_penfield@yahoo.com • www.bluegrassrailroad.com

Billy Graham Library
The Billy Graham Library honors the famed American
evangelist by telling the story of his life. Located in
Graham’s birthplace of Charlotte, North Carolina, the
library features interactive exhibits that preserve
Gospel messages he spread to the world for over 70
years. Inside the 40,000-square-foot, barn-shaped
house, tour Graham’s childhood home, participate in
seasonal activities and observe multimedia displays. A
beautiful memorial garden completes the 20-acre
grounds. Admission is free, so come just as you are.

4330 Westmont Drive, Charlotte, NC 28217
Sonya Johnson, 704-401-3200

libraryevents@bgea.org • www.billygrahamlibrary.org

Narroway Productions
“The Broadway of Christian Entertainment,” NarroWay 
is the only dinner theatre in the nation with Martin &
Clark’s original musical theatre productions, intersecting
life with stories from the past to promote wholesome
entertainment with excellence. New for 2020 is Anno
Domini: The Story of Stephen. Also returning to the
lineup is Geronimo, The Fourth Cross, Lord of Light
and The Real Christmas Story. NarroWay features 
Mystery Theatre, children’s shows and special events
as well. 

3327 Hwy. 51, Fort Mill, SC 29715
Adaiah Paul, 803-802-2300

fun@narroway.net • www.narroway.net

Applewood Farmhouse 
Restaurant & Grill
Surrounded by orchards in a serene setting in the 
heart of Sevierville, Tennessee, this historic location
known for horse-drawn wagons, beef cattle and tobacco
features a six-room house which stands as the 
centerpiece of our restaurants. Applewood continues its
tradition by offering signature southern favorites to more
than a million guests per year. Applewood Farmhouse
Restaurant proudly holds the rank of Sevierville’s oldest
restaurant. From the Farmhouse to your house…it is
all about Friends, Family and Fritters.

220 & 240 Apple Valley Rd. , Sevierville, TN 37862
Scott King, 865-409-5700, Ext. 1113
groups@stokleyhospitality.com

www.applewoodfarmhouserestaurant.com

Chaffin’s Barn Dinner Theatre
Bringing Broadway-quality entertainment and fine dining
to the Greater Nashville area since 1967, Chaffin’s Barn
is a must-see for Nashville groups. Named a top 20
Nashville attraction, Chaffin's Barn has been awarded
countless Best of Nashville Awards, Broadway World
Awards, and their shows have reached critical acclaim.
Chaffin’s Barn can accommodate any sized group with
their mainstage venue that seats close to 300 patrons.
Groups of 12 or more will receive discounted package
deals which include ticket price, a fabulous buffet, 
and gratuity.

8204 Hwy. 100, Nashville, TN 37221
David Greer, 615-715-3925

david@chaffinsbarntheatre.com
www.chaffinsbarntheatre.com

Cheekwood Estate and Gardens
Cheekwood is a 55-acre botanical garden and art 
museum located on the historic Cheek estate. Originally
built as the home of Leslie and Mabel Cheek in 
1929, Cheekwood is one of the finest examples of 
an American Country Place Era estate. Since being 
converted into a museum of art and botanical garden
in 1960, Cheekwood has presented world-class art
exhibitions, spectacular gardens and an historic estate
unlike anything else. From 150,000 blooming bulbs in
the spring to one million holiday lights in the winter,
there’s always something to see at Cheekwood. 

1200 Forrest Park Drive, Nashville, TN 37205
Amanda Bjorklund, 615-353-6971
abjorklund@cheekwood.org

www.cheekwood.org/visit/group-tours

Madame Tussauds Nashville
Merlin Entertainments is a global leader in location-
based, family entertainment. As one of the world’s
largest attraction operators, Merlin creates and 
delivers memorable, immersive brand experiences
for millions of guests. Merlin operates more than
120 attractions in 25 countries around the world,
from shorter dwell-time attractions such as SEA
LIFE, Madame Tussauds and The London Eye, to
iconic theme park resorts like LEGOLAND, Gardaland
Resort and Alton Towers Resort.

515 Opry Mills Drive, Nashville, TN 37214
Mindy Powell-Hardy, 615-495-0851

Mindy.powell-hardy@merlinentertainments.biz
www.madametussauds.com/nashville

Pigeon Forge Snow
America’s first attraction to feature indoor snow 
tubing all year long on REAL snow. Rain or shine, our
snowy slopes are always open. Indoor temperature 
is a comfortable 60 to 70 degrees. Bottoms of tubes
are lined so clothes don't get wet. Snow play area for
building a snowman. No steps to climb, moving 
walkway takes you to the top of our 200-foot slopes.
Motorcoach parking available.

2533 Teaster Lane, Pigeon Forge, TN 37863
Monica Jones, 865-280-2199
monica@pigeonforgesnow.com
www.pigeonforgesnow.com
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Red Skelton Tribute Theater
This intimate theater in Pigeon Forge has two fun filled
shows, Brian Hoffman's Remembering Red -A Tribute
to Red Skelton, a heartfelt performance featuring 
comedy, pantomimes and patriotism, and Patty Waszak
Show with a variety of comedy and oldies music, a
high energy fun filled show. This is the only tribute
theater in America named after Red Skelton plus a
mini museum displaying numerous memorabilia and
personal items that belonged to Red Skelton.

167 E. Wears Valley Rd., Suite 17
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863

Brian Hoffman, 865-428-8900
groups@redskeltontributetheater.com
www.redskeltontributetheater.com

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum
Take a trip back in time, to a slower-paced era when
railroad travel was a way of life. Relive the romance of
the rails when vintage trains provided an escape from
the everyday routine. The Tennessee Valley Railroad
Museum provides an interactive, historical experience
that will add an extra dimension to your visit to Chat-
tanooga’s popular attractions. Here you will find the
only regularly scheduled, full-sized train ride in Ten-
nessee. The Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum is so
much more than entertainment… it is your chance to
experience the sights and sounds of yesteryear!

4119 Cromwell Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37421
423-894-8028, info@tvrail.com

www.tvrail.com 

WHERE TO STAY

1905 Basin Park Hotel
The historic 1905 Basin Park Hotel is located in the
heart of the downtown shopping district of Eureka
Springs AR, only an hour from Bentonville, AR and
Branson, MO.  Enjoy the adventure of art, history and
Victorian architecture.   We offer special group travel
rates, dining onsite, reserved bus parking, baggage han-
dling, a complimentary welcome reception and nightly
Adventours.  Day trip to Crystal Bridges Museum of
American Art in Bentonville or a show in Branson.

12 Spring St., Eureka Springs, AR 72632
Linda Box, 479-363-6320

lindaboxsales@gmail.com • www.basinpark.com

WHERE TO STAY

Arlington Resort & Spa 
A true American treasure, the historic Arlington 
Resort and Spa is the largest hotel in Arkansas with
almost 500 suites and rooms. Bathe in the famous
mineral waters of the hot springs at the Arlington’
stop-rated Hot Springs Spa and Salon, and the Thermal
Bathhouse. Stroll through the history and beauty at
the National Parks’ famed Bathhouse Row, and enjoy
the nearby museums, antique and art galleries, and
unique restaurants and live entertainment.

239 Central Ave., Hot Springs, AR 71901
800-643-1502, info@arlingtonhotel.com

www.arlingtonhotel.com

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Fort Smith City Center
Ideally located in the heart of downtown Fort Smith,
this nine-story, atrium-style hotel offers the ideal 
location for meetings and events. DoubleTree features
extensive banquet facilities and ballroom space 
including 57,000 square feet of combined flexible 
column-free meeting space for up to 4,5000 guests. All
rooms offer modern amenities including complimentary
wifi, interior balconies with dramatic views of a beautiful
five-story cascading waterfall and a restaurant and
lounge. And, of course, you can savor a chocolate
chip cookie upon arrival.

700 Rogers Ave., Fort Smith, AR 72901
479-783-1000

Encore Resort at Reunion
After enjoying some of Orlando’s best attractions, re-
treat to the nearby Encore Resort at Reunion. Offering
luxurious vacation homes, the Encore is perfect for all
kinds of groups. This getaway designed resort offers
various amenities, including a waterpark, sports facility
with basketball, tennis, volleyball courts and soccer
field, recreation area and a fitness center, along with
endless activities such as spa services, camp encore,
mermaid and swim class and bike rentals. With different
food options including restaurants, grocery and catering
delivery services, you won’t have to go far for dinner. 

7635 Fairfax Drive, Reunion, FL 34747
855-609-8686, info@encorereunion.net

www.encorereunion.com

Hilton Garden Inn Mall St. Matthews
Experience world-class hospitality in this brand 
new hotel located in the Beautiful St. Matthews 
Neighborhood in Louisville, KY. Our prime location is
in the center of ample shopping, dining and local
landmarks of Louisville. For a unique yet convenient
Louisville experience that combines modern and local
styles. Whether visiting Louisville for leisure, horses
or bourbon, Hilton Garden Inn Mall St. Matthews offers
myriad of experiences to please the sophisticated and
celebrate the spirit of fun that is Louisville.

400 Sherburn Lane, Louisville, KY 40207
Rebecca Marks, 502-813-7224
rmarks@dunnhospitality.com

www.louisvillemallofstmatthews.hgi.com 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Holiday Inn Express Louisville Downtown is set in the
center of Downtown Louisville. Our prime location 
is in the center of ample attractions, dining, bourbon 
distilleries and 4th Street LIVE! We are within steps 
of Museum Row, Louisville Slugger Museum, Frasier 
History Museum and Louisville Science Center. For 
a unique yet convenient Louisville experience that 
combines modern and local styles. Whether visiting
Louisville for business, leisure, horses, bourbon or
concerts, Holiday Inn Express Louisville Downtown offers
an upbeat experience and value to please the sophisti-
cated and celebrate the spirit of fun that is Louisville.

800 W. Market St., Louisville, KY 40202
Rebecca Marks, 502-813-7224
rmarks@dunnhospitality.com

www.hiexpress.com/louisvilledwtn

Clarion Inn Pigeon Forge
Clarion Inn Pigeon Forge has 24-hour front desk 
service, 40-item hot American buffet breakfast with 
a chef on duty to prepare omelets your way. Fresh-
baked cookies, popcorn, cappuccino or hot chocolate
are served daily in the evening from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Outdoor 150’ waterslide and heated lazy river, outdoor
hot tub and fire pit along with the indoor heated pool
and hot tub, a 24-hour state-of-the-art fitness center
and business center.

124 Waldens Main St., Pigeon Forge, TN 37863
Jon Bentley, 865-868-5350

jon@clarionpf.com • www.pigeonforgeclarion.com
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Arizona
PRESCOTT—The new Western Heritage Center is a unique collaboration of more than
25 museums, historical societies and other related organizations to promote Arizona’s 
western heritage. Independent exhibits featuring the Rough Riders, ranching, railroad, film
history, mining, and more will also be included. Later this year, interactive touch screens 

will encourage visitors to learn more about each 
organization’s history and mission, while also 
offering directions to their locations.
Located in the northwest expanse of the Valley, 
Castle Hot Springs was Arizona’s first luxury
resort. For centuries, the Castle Hot Springs area
was a medicinal healing habitat for the Yavapai and
Apache Indians. In 1896, Castle Hot Springs opened
as a resort getaway for wealthy tourists seeking 
solitude and the springs’ recuperative powers. 
A local partnership, with multi-generational roots 

in Arizona, purchased the property in 2014 and began restoring remnants of the original 
resort, which was severely damaged in a 1976 fire. The updated resort consists of 32 luxury 
accommodations, including Spring Cottages, which have piping directly from the hot springs.
The resort also includes an organic farm that produces more than 150 varieties of rare fruits
and vegetables for the restaurant and bar. The hot springs is fed from a 10,000-foot underground
cistern that produces over 300,000 gallons of pure 120-degree mineral water per day.
SCOTTSDALE—Opening in the fall of 2019, Great Wolf Lodge Arizona will make a splash
in the hospitality and tourism scene by bringing its impressive 85,000-square-foot indoor
water park to the Phoenix metropolitan area. Highlights of the 350- room resort will include 
a 27,000-square-foot family entertainment center known as the Great Wolf Adventure Park, 
several dining options, family-friendly suites in a variety of styles including KidCabin suites,
and nearly 6,500 square feet of flexible conference space. The hotel will be built in the Talking
Stick Entertainment District next door to Salt River Fields, the Arizona Diamondbacks' and 
Colorado Rockies' spring-training home.

New Mexico 
ALBUQUERQUE—After breaking ground last October, Urban Air Albuquerque is expected
to open in summer 2019. This new attraction is a more than $10 million project, and will offer
indoor skydiving, an indoor trampoline park, indoor roller coaster, climbing walls, and a ropes
course. 
SANTE FE—Sorrel Sky Gallery has opened a "Rock Art Garden" on the gallery's second
floor. This revolving, open-air exhibit features the work of sculptor Star Liana York. Her Ancient
Impressions series is based on images she observed while hiking and riding through the
canyons of the Southwest. Moved by the powerful beauty of the cave paintings and pic-
tographs, she created her own interpretations in her Rock Art Mares, Stallions and Minis.

‰

INSIDE

SOUTHWEST
Restored spa resorts, 
thrilling water parks 
and immersive art draw groups 
to the American Southwest
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Oklahoma
OKLAHOMA CITY—White Water Bay, Oklahoma
City’s largest water park, is getting a tropical
makeover as it transforms from White Water Bay to
Six Flags Hurricane Harbor Oklahoma City. 
It will feature an island-inspired experience and 
offer enhancements throughout the park, including
upgraded dining and retail locations, expanded 
seating, fresh tropical paint, and a bold new entrance.
A new two-tiered mat water racing slide will be
splashing into the park as the lineup of thrills expands.
Wahoo Racer features six side-by-side racing lanes,
each with its own pattern of twists, hills, and 
maximum airtime. Lying head-first on a specially designed water toboggan, you'll push off on a
splashy high-speed dash for the finish line, sliding around 300 feet of twists, turns, 360-degree
loops, and open-air stretches at 40 feet per second. In fall 2019, Oklahoma Contemporary
Arts Center will open a spectacular new arts education and cultural resource on a 4.6-acre
site. In addition to providing a world-class facility for exhibitions, performance and education
and a breathtaking addition to the OKC skyline, the new campus will become a “creative 
commons,” a place for communities to gather, create and experience art. A Studio School will 
tell the stories behind the art of now and teach the skills to create what’s next. Incorporating
programming from community partners, Oklahoma Contemporary will be a hub for artistic 
experiences of all kinds and offer the city an event space like no other.
TAHLEQUAH – Cherokee Nation recently hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating the
opening of the Cherokee National History Museum. The museum is the newest addition
to the tribe’s tourism offerings and is located within one of its most iconic structures, the
Cherokee National Capitol building. The Cherokee National History Museum shares the 
history and culture of the Cherokee Nation within 4,000 square feet of permanent exhibit
space that features Cherokee lifestyle from pre-European contact through the Trail of Tears a
nd the revitalization of the tribe after the American Civil War. 

Texas
SAN ANTONIO—SEA LIFE Aquarium,
the world’s biggest aquarium brand, is
opening a new location at the San Antonio
Shops at Rivercenter in May. SEA LIFE San
Antonio will feature a tropical ocean tank
with a walk-through underwater tunnel,
taking visitors on a seamless journey
under the sea.
FORT WORTH—The Sinclair is a 
newly opened boutique hotel that is 
opening its doors in May, featuring a 
refined western style with a sophisticated,
casual atmosphere. This urban chic 1930s
hotel is surrounded by a vibrant city scene
with nightly outdoor entertainment, 
shopping and modern dining.
HOUSTON—Plans to move forward with
the final design and construction of a $105
million project to transform the Astrodome into an event center have been approved. 
The Astrodome was the world's first multi-purpose, domed sports stadium and known as the
Eighth Wonder of the World. After opening in 1965, the stadium also become the first major
sports venue to install artificial turf, hence the name AstroTurf. Proposed plans will repurpose
the space an event center and raise the floor to create below-ground parking. 
Developing over the next three years, the beloved Houston Farmer’s Market will transform
into an 18-acre destination for locals and visitors. Bringing together food purveyors and unique
retail vendors, the space will continue to serve as a community hub with programming and
events. To help achieve this goal, James Beard Award-winning chef Chris Shepherd and his
business partner Kevin Floyd have been tapped to serve as food and beverage consultants for
the project.

‰
Great Wolf Lodge is the largest family of 

indoor water park resort hotels. 
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WHERE TO GO

Cherokee National Cultural Tourism
Nestled in 66,000 acres of beautiful countryside in
northeast Oklahoma, Cherokee Nation offers a variety
of customized tour options for every adventurer. 
Immerse yourself in the rich history, art and thriving
culture of the largest tribe in the United States. Go to
VisitCherokeeNation.com and plan your trip today.

777 W. Cherokee St., Catoosa, OK 74015
Cynthia Vandenameele, 877-779-6977

cherokee.tourism@cnent
www.VisitCherokeeNation.com

Oklahoma City CVB
Oklahoma City has plenty of hustle without all the
hassle. OKC offers all of the culture, cuisine, attractions
and amenities you’d expect in a modern metropolis.
And with its rugged Western past, working stockyards
and title as “Horse Show Capital of the World,” it’s
rich in cowboy culture as well. From treasure-filled
museums to fun and funky festivals, outdoor recreation
to loads of shopping and so much more, there is
much to discover in Oklahoma City.

123 Park Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Sandy Price, 405-297-8913

sprice@visitokc.com • www.visitokc.com

‰

WHAT TO SEE

Arizona Renaissance Festival
Magical moments await YOU at the 2020 Arizona
Renaissance Festival; celebrating 32 years of revelry.
Gather your group for a time travel adventure and 
receive a group discount. Escape to the 16th century
village with the queen & her court, mermaids, jousting,
14 stages of comedy, swordplay, shenanigans, music
& more.  Mix foolish pleasures with artisan treasures.
Over 200 shops of unique handmade items; blown
glass, leather goods and jewelry. Watch artisans work
as they create a masterpiece right before your eyes.  

12601 E. U.S. Hwy. 60, Gold Canyon, AZ 85118
Group Sales, 520-463-2600

tickets@renfestinfo.com • www.arizona.renfestinfo.com

Dallas Summer Musicals
Dallas Summer Musicals produces, presents and 
promotes excellence in live musical theater with 
performances in the North Texas area. Classics like
Phantom of the Opera and Hello, Dolly! are presented
along with modern masterpieces such as Hamilton
and Dear Evan Hansen in the iconic and historic
Music Hall at Fair Park. Groups of 10 or more receive
a 15 percent discount, while groups of 35 or more 
receive a 20 percent discount. 

909 First Ave., Dallas, TX 75210
214-413-3924, groups@dallassummermusicals.org

www.dallassummermusicals.org

Galveston Railroad Museum
Located along the Texas Gulf Coast, the Galveston 
Railroad Museum tells the story of the city's railroading
past. A vast collection of locomotives, freight and 
passenger cars are on display, including two Santa Fe
Warbonnets. Model train displays amaze visitors. 
All of the museum's buildings provide opportunities 
for visitors to learn about the history of Texas’ railroads
and the role they played in helping to shape the state 
and country as a whole. Come enjoy our seasonal
train rides.

2602 Santa Fe Place, Galveston, TX 77550
Jennifer Kelso, 409-765-5700

jennifer@galvestonRRmuseum.org
www.galvestonRRmuseum.org

WHERE TO STAY

La Cantera Resort and Spa
One of the premier luxury resorts in San Antonio, 
La Cantera reimagines its ranch roots through 496
rooms, 34 boutique-style Villas, and an exclusive
adults-only floor. Overlooking 550 acres of The Texas
Hill Country, La Cantera has become one of the most
sought-after San Antonio resorts. From its 25,000-
square-foot destination spa to two championship golf
courses, guests can immerse themselves in the San
Antonio scenery. La Cantera is considered one of the
top places to stay in The Hill Country.

16641 La Cantera Parkway, San Antonio, TX 78256
Courtney Watson, 855-499-2960
c.watson@destinationhotels.com

www.lacanteraresort.com

La Posada de Santa Fe
As one of the most renowned resorts in Santa Fe, 
the rich history of the Southwest meets modern
amenities and upscale touches at La Posada de Santa
Fe. Set on six beautifully landscaped acres just steps
from the historic Plaza, La Posada is the only resort
in downtown Santa Fe. More of a village than a typical
hotel, La Posada de Santa Fe comprises 157 lovingly
restored casita-style rooms and suites, some dating
back more than 230 years. 

330 East Palace Ave., Santa Fe, NM, 87501
Kristin Lepisto, 505-986-0000
kristin.lepisto@lpdsf.com

Hualapai Lodge
Situated on the longest remaining stretch of the 
original historic Route 66, the Hualapai Lodge is the
primary starting point for travelers looking to explore
the raw Grand Canyon landscape via whitewater 
rafting, hiking, fishing, hunting and more. Hualapai
culture envelopes you at the Hualapai Lodge, 
which features 54 cozy rooms, an array of generous
amenities, authentic Hualapai artwork, a gift shop
with Hualapai art and gifts for purchase, and 
family-style dining at the Diamond Creek Restaurant.

16500 E. Hwy 66, Peach Springs, AZ 86434-0359
928-769-2000

jay.simpson@grandcanyonresort.com
grandcanyonwest.com/explore/hualapai-lodge-route-66
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Illinois
CHICAGO – The Obama Presidential
Center is expected to open in 2021 in
historic Jackson Park on the South Side
of Chicago, not far from where Barack
and Michelle Obama lived and where the
first lady grew up. It will include three
buildings—a museum, forum and library
—that will form a campus surrounding a public plaza for performances, markets and fairs. 
Exhibits will tell the Obamas’ story within the context of civil rights and African-American,
Chicago and U.S. history. Wired to Wear, an expansive exhibition dedicated to the future of 
wearable technology, is running through May 2020 at the Museum of Science and Industry.
Guests learn how merging technology into clothing will transform what we wear into devices that
will make us healthier, stronger and smarter. Examples include a customizable digital backpack,
an airbag for cyclists and a jet suit that can travel at more than 30 miles per hour and ascend to
12,000 feet. Broadway in Chicago shows for 2020 include My Fair Lady, March 24-April 12;
Once Upon a One More Time, April 14-May 17; Dear Evan Hansen, July 7-September 27; Six,
July 8-October 25; The Devil Wears PRADA, July 14-August 16; Jesus Christ Superstar, August
11-23; Come From Away, August 25-September 6; Disney’s Frozen, October 21-January 3,
2021; and Moulin Rouge! The Musical, December 17, 2020, to February 21, 2021.
EAST MOLINE – The Bend, a new development along the Mississippi River in the Quad Cities
region of Illinois and Iowa, is home to a Hyatt Place/Hyatt House, The Rust Belt concert venue,
an outdoor amphitheater, event center, restaurants and Midwest Ale Works microbrewery.

Indiana
INDIANAPOLIS – Visitors of all ages can take a virtual trip to Greece via new long-term 
exhibitions at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis. Rare antiquities and actor interpreters
will help bring history to life in Treasures of Ancient Greece, which looks at how the ideas 
of the ancient Greeks formed the basis of current practices in science, politics and medicine.
Take Me There: Greece, one of the largest exhibitions on contemporary Greece ever mounted in the
United States, lets guests explore the country through food, music and dance, and home life. 

FORT WAYNE – The state’s second-largest city has returned to its historical riverfront with the
opening of Promenade Park, a development that renews Fort Wayne’s three rivers—the 
St. Marys, St. Joseph and Maumee—as a regional destination for recreation, arts and culture.
The park joins the rivers with downtown Fort Wayne. Interactive elements include a treetop
canopy trail that stretches between the Wells Street and Harrison Street bridges. The park also
has an interactive water feature, amphitheater and dining garden. 

Minnesota
STILLWATER – Completion of the Zephyr Theatre
is planned for 2020. Housed in the former Zephyr train
depot along the shores of the St. Croix River, the 330-
seat, three-story auditorium will host at least six shows
produced by its own professional theater company each
season and also will present occasional music concerts,
dance performances and touring productions. 

Missouri 
BRANSON – Silver Dollar City in 2020 will celebrate its 60th anniversary with Mystic River
Falls, a $23 million investment that will feature the tallest raft ride drop (82 feet) in the Western
Hemisphere. It will be the highlight of a new themed area of the park called Rivertown, which
also will include Rivertown Smokehouse, a restaurant specializing in barbecue. Providing 450
seats along the banks of the Mystic River, it will be the park’s largest eatery.
INDEPENDENCE – The Harry S. Truman Library and Museum is undergoing its first
major renovation in more than 20 years and the largest since the museum opened its doors in
1957. Slated for completion in late summer or early fall of 2020, the $25 million project is
planned to coincide with the 75th anniversary of the start of Truman's presidency. 
KIMMSWICK – New owners of the historic Delta Queen Steamboat, based in Kimmswick,
plan to resume overnight voyages on inland waterways in 2020. After the paddlewheeler under-
goes an extensive renovation at a shipyard in Houma, Louisiana, overnight voyages will operate
on the Mississippi, Ohio, Tennessee, Cumberland, Kanawha and Arkansas rivers. 

‰
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ST. LOUIS – The St. Louis Aquarium at Union Station,
slated to open in late 2019, will be the centerpiece of a $187
million family entertainment complex in downtown St. Louis.
The aquarium (with more than 13,000 animals from freshwater
and marine environments around the world) and other 
attractions are being built under the 500,000-square-foot
train shed at Union Station, a National Historic Landmark.
The site will include a 200-foot-tall observation wheel with
42 gondolas, carousel, 18-hole mini golf course, ropes
course and three restaurants.
SPRINGFIELD – The new History Museum on 
the Square, located on historic Route 66, celebrates
Springfield’s past. Galleries spotlight the city’s status as the
birthplace of Route 66 and the first Wild West shootout, an
event that happened right outside the museum and involved Wild Bill Hickok.

Ohio
CAMBRIDGE – The National Museum of Cambridge Glass in 2020 will offer groups a
new Roaring ’20s-themed tour in observance of the 100th anniversary of the enactment of the
18th Amendment and Prohibition.
CINCINNATI – The Nancy & David Wolf Holocaust & Humanity Center is the latest 
addition to the Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal. Video interviews with local 
survivors, activated by touchscreens, recall heartbreaking scenes of violence, deportation, 
family separation, public humiliation, and life in Auschwitz and other concentration camps.
Black-and-white film footage chronicles the rise of Nazism in Germany, Nuremburg Trials and
other historical events.
CLEVELAND – Fans can pick up real instruments, learn to play, jam with friends, make a video
of their performance and brand their band with custom merchandise in the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame’s new interactive exhibit, The Garage. The space includes 12 dedicated instrument 
stations featuring guitars, drums and keyboards and a brief instructional video. Fans can select
songs to perform from a selection that includes music from classic rock, soul, grunge and hip hop.
The Garage, which takes over the museum’s second floor, is a part of the Rock Hall’s ongoing

transformation. The Hall’s new Play it Loud exhibit features
some of rock’s most celebrated and recognized instruments,
including Lady Gaga’s custom piano. The Cleveland 
Museum of Art will host an exhibition titled Picasso and
Paper from May 24-August 23, 2020. The exhibition features
nearly 300 works spanning the artist’s entire career and offers
new insights into Picasso’s creative spirit and working methods.
The Cleveland History Center in 2020 will open an exhibit
titled Women in Politics to mark the 100th anniversary of
women’s suffrage. The exhibit will explore the early days 
of the suffragette movement, successful fight for the 19th
Amendment, birth and growth of the League of Women Voters,
and election of northern Ohio women to positions of power.
The new $6 million visitor center at Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park includes a new railway station and interactive exhibits.
COLUMBUS – The Columbus Zoo & Aquarium in 2020 will open a state-of-the-art sea lion
habitat that will include large water bodies with a deep rocky pool and a beach-like wave pool.
The deep pool section features a show space with amphitheater seating for 300 people and an
underwater viewing window. There will be approximately 10 shows a day. 

Wisconsin
MILWAUKEE – Potawatomi Hotel & Casino in Milwaukee just unveiled its latest expansion
project with the grand opening of a new 119-room hotel tower. This brings the total number of
guest rooms to 500, making the Potawatomi the second-largest hotel in Milwaukee. A ballroom,
meeting space and the Ember Salon & Spa are also part of the property’s $80 million project.
The new tower matches the 19-floor hotel that opened in 2014. 
FORT ATKINSON – The Fireside Theatre’s 2020 season begins with Saturday Night Fever,
December 31-February 23, and will be followed by Guys & Dolls, February 27-April 12; A Mighty
Fortress is Our Basement (The Church Basement Ladies series), April 16-May 31; What Happens
in Vegas, June 4-July 19; Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella, July 23-September 6; Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, September 10-October 25; and Irving Berlin’s Holiday
Inn, October 29-December 27.

‰

Mystic River Falls at 
Silver Dollar City, Branson, Missouri
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Carbondale Tourism
Carbondale is the outdoor playground of the Midwest.
Carbondale was named in Outdoor Magazine’s top
200 places for sportsmen, so it is perfect for rock
climbing, hiking, biking, hunting, fishing, boating, and
geocacheing, all among the rolling landscape of the
Shawnee Hills. Adventure seekers shouldn’t miss 
Illinois’ largest expanse of wooded land, the Shawnee
National Forest, that offers wilderness trails, archaeo-
logical sites, waterfalls, drives along the National 
Scenic Byways, swimming, bicycling and much more.

126 S. Illinois Ave., Carbondale, IL 62901
Executive Director, Jordan Wren

618-529-4451, Jordan@carbondaletourism.org
www.carbondaletourism.org

Chicago Southland
Adventures abound in Chicago Southland. Representing
63 municipalities, this bustling area is never short on
group-friendly activities. Students will revel in performance
opportunities and interactive activities, and they can 
witness the making of glass art at the Lotton Art Glass
Gallery. Reflect on biblical teachings at the deeply moving
Shrine of Christ’s Passion. Exciting equestrian competitions
take place at HITS Chicago – Balmoral Park, while the
brand new Accelerate Indoor Speedway and Events awaits
go-kart lovers and axe-throwers.

2304 173rd St., Lansing, IL 60438
Tobie Fitzpatrick, 888-895-3211

grouptour@visitchicagosouthland.com
www.tourchicagosouthland.com

Effingham Visitor Center
With a plethora of museums, arts, shops, hotels and
over 65 restaurants to explore, Effingham CVB has
your group tour experience covered. Just 3.5 hours
south of Chicago, the city at the “Crossroad of America”
offers the joys of small-town life with big-time sights.
Don’t miss the Cross at the Crossroads, an erected
200-foot Cross that attracts people of all faiths. Enjoy
a farm-to-table American-fresh cuisine at the popular
Firefly Grill, be entertained at the Effingham Performance
Center for one show-stopping evening, and discover
rare, vintage automobile collections at the famous 
My Garage Corvette Museum. 

1505 Hampton Drive, Effingham, IL 62401
Jodi Thoele, 217-342-5305

jthoele@effinghamil.com • www.visiteffinghamil.com

Great Rivers and Routes 
Tourism Bureau
There’s only one place in America where Route 66
meets the River Road – just outside St. Louis in
Southwest Illinois. From the majestic confluence of
the Missouri, Mississippi, and Illinois rivers to following
in the footsteps of Lewis & Clark to quirky attractions
along Route 66, create an itinerary that will capture
and delight your travelers. With over 50 group-friendly
attractions and 40 hotels in the region, you'll find the
perfect fit for your group.

200 Piasa St., Alton, IL 62002
Katie Bennett, 800-258-6645
kbennett@riversandroutes.com
www.riversandrouties.com

Henry County Tourism Bureau 
In the backroads of Henry County, rich farmlands and
picturesque agricultural vistas and historic buildings 
welcome you to a simpler time. Henry County offers
timeless, rural pleasures, whether that's enjoying a lovely
lunch at Lavender Crest Winery, a tour of our historic
Round Barn at Johnson Sauk Trail State Park, or discov-
ering the 20 wonderfully vibrant murals in Kewanee.
Discover Bishop Hill, where visitors come from near and
far to experience this historic village rich in Swedish-
American tradition. Retreat to the historic downtown of
Geneseo where you can find vibrant art galleries, quaint
shopping boutiques, delicious food, and craft breweries. 

224 W. Third St., P.O. Box 634, Kewanee, IL 61443
Cheryl Osborne, 309-761-8473
director@visithenrycounty.com
www.visithenrycounty.com

Meet Chicago Northwest

Ottawa Visitors Center
A natural delight of lush plantings and butterfly 
gardens, the city of Ottawa offers agritourism, historic
and architectural attractions. Observe the commercial
district full of nostalgic charm of 19th century buildings,
including the Italianate Reddick Mansion—built in 
the 1850s. The downtown scene is full of boutique
shops and modern eateries, perfect for a leisurely day
out. Discover the natural beauty as you boat through
the Fox and Illinois rivers and visit the Illinois and
Michigan Canal that runs right through the heart of
Ottawa.

1028 LaSalle St., Ottawa, IL 61350
Donna Reynolds, 814-434-2737

events@pickusottawail.com • www.pickusottawail.com

Quincy Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
Steeped in history and hospitality, Quincy, Illinois 
offers a pleasant experience for any kind of group
travel. Check out the local eats and sips with a Flavor
Tour, or explore some of the exceptional architecture
on a Private Homes Tour. For those with a fascination
of the bizarre and spooky, take the Quincy: Off the
Record Tour and explore some of Quincy’s former 
“intriguing” residents. With five pre-planned itineraries,
Quincy is ready to welcome your group to town.

532 Gardner Expressway , Quincy, IL 62301
Holly Cain, 217-978-4748

hcain@seequincy.com • www.seequincy.com

Sullivan Chamber & 
Economic Development
In Sullivan, Illinois, expect great theater, nature 
excursions and small-town country pleasures. Visit 
the only equity theater in downstate Illinois, the 
Little Theatre on the Square, which has been bringing
Broadway to Central Illinois for nearly 70 years. Cruise
through the country to visit Amish establishments 
and explore a simpler way of life. Enjoy outdoor 
recreation at the nearby 11,000 acres of nature and
200 miles of shoreline in and around Lake Shelbyville. 

P.O. Box 234, Sullivan, IL 61951
Laurrie Minor, 217-728-4223
director@sullivanchamber.com
www.sullivanchamber.com
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Chicago Northwest is located conveniently at the
crossroads of several major highway systems. Offering
over 60 hotels with several major brands and price
points.  Enjoy shopping nearly 300 stores under one
roof at Woodfield Mall — call ahead for their Signature
Meet & Greet service. The new Dining Pavilion in
Woodfield Mall allows for multiple taste buds to be
fulfilled. Never spend a penny on motorcoach parking
anywhere. Our free group assistance gives your
group an AdvantEDGE.

1933 N. Meacham Rd., Suite 210, Schaumburg, IL 60173
Heather Larson, 800-847-4849

sales@chicagonorthwest.com • ChicagoNorthwest.com

2020 GTD_38-63 pp7.qxp_Layout 1  11/12/19  1:53 PM  Page 40



Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing.
Choose from a variety of guided tours and hands-on experiences, including 

a visit to the newly opened National Veterans Memorial and Museum. For your 
group’s next memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com/tours.
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Visit Champaign County
Food has always played an important role in bringing
people together, and Champaign County has truly 
embraced a culture based around amazing cuisine. In
fact, this central Illinois county was recently recognized
as Midwest Living’s Greatest Midwest Food Town.
Groups can indulge in local delights like cheese, beer
and nearly anything made with the region’s flourishing
corn crop by booking tours at local favorites including
Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery and Riggs Beer 
Company, where they can enjoy fresh goat cheese 
and gelato or sip on a nice cold local brew.

17 E. Taylor St., Champaign, IL 61820
Caitlyn Floyd, 217-351-4133

caitlynf@visitchampaigncounty.org
www.visitchampaigncounty.org

Visit Lake County
Lake County, Illinois is known for amazing group tour
destinations, many times offered on extended and
mystery tours. The area is home to The Tempel 
Lipizzans, Cuneo Mansion, Wandering Tree Estate,
Long Grove Historic Village and Confectionery Co.,
Volo Auto Museum, Ravinia Festival and dining venues
such as The Shanty, Chessie's train car and more.
These unique experiences are creatively bundled as
"Stallions, The Shanty and Chardonnay", "Chocolate
Lovers Trail", and "Trains, Plains & Automobiles”.  

5465 W. Grand Ave., Suite 100, Gurnee, IL 60031
Jayne Nordstrom, 800-525-3669

Jayne@lakecounty.org • www.visitlakecounty.org

Visit McHenry County
Groups love visiting McHenry County, and it’s no
mystery why. It’s easy to get to, has affordable food
and lodging and has a fantastic variety of attractions
to surprise and delight the most diverse of groups.
Visit McHenry County offers great service to help 
ensure a completely satisfying group tour experience.
Groups will love visiting all of the quaint and quirky
charms of Northern Illinois including the historic and
picturesque Woodstock Square, Volo Auto Museum,
Bettendorf Castle, Sanfilippo Estate and much more.

11879 E. Main St., Huntley, IL 60142
Kristine Austin, 815-893-6280

kristine@visitmchenrycounty.com 
www.visitmchenrycounty.com

Amish Country of Northern Indiana
Experience the classic culture of seven welcoming
cities and towns in Amish Country in Northern 
Indiana. Try 31 kinds of pie at Das Dutchman 
Essenhaus, Indiana’s largest restaurant, in Middlebury.
Feast on the famous Thresher’s Dinner at Amish
Acres in Nappanee then enjoy professional Broadway
musical in the Round Barn Theatre. Shop for bargains
at the Shipshewana Flea Market. See the “Best of 
the Best” on the annual Quilt Gardens along the 
Heritage Trail.  Delight in the popular Brown Bag
Backroads Tour. 

219 Caravan Drive, Elkhart, IN 46514
Sonya Nash, 574-903-1148

sonya@amishcountry.org • www.amishcountrytours.org

Anderson/Madison County 
Visitors Bureau
Eat, stay and play in Anderson/Madison County, 
located in East Central Indiana. See a show at the 
historic Paramount Theatre & Ballroom, which was
built in 1929 and restored to its natural splendor. Enjoy
live gaming at Harrah's Hoosier Park Racing & Casino.
For those with a sweet tooth, a stop at Good’s Candy
& Ice Cream Shop is a necessity. Tour Bill & Gloria
Gaither's Recording Studios & Museum, known
throughout America for their southern gospel music.

6335 S. Scatterfield Rd. , Anderson, IN 46013
Maureen Lambert, CTIS, 765-643-5633

maureen@visitamcvb.com
www.visitandersonmadisoncounty.com 

Blue Gate Restaurant, Theatre, Inn
Blue Gate Hospitality is your one stop shop for exclusive
entertainment, live theater, spectacular shopping,
home-style dining, relaxing overnight stays, and
unique sightseeing tours. Blue Gate is located in 
Shipshewana, Indiana- home to the 3rd largest Amish
Community, and Hoosier Hospitality. Blue Gate Group
coordinators are eager to work with you as the only
contact you need for all things Blue Gate and beyond.

PO Box 220, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Taylor Rheinheimer, 260-768-4725

bgate@thebluegate.com • www.thebluegate.com

Dearborn County Convention, 
Visitor & Tourism Bureau 
Southeast Indiana is the perfect place to play for
tour groups. Garden centers, artists, farms, wetlands
area, a brewery and feed mill offer one-of-a-kind
group experiences and hands-on fun. Shop for 
vintage goods or crafts at an antique market. Stroll
through historic mansions and museums. Enjoy live
casino action. The Dearborn County Convention, 
Visitor & Tourism Bureau offers group tour marketing
support to tour operators and group leaders scheduling
a visit.

320 Walnut St. , Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
Sally McWilliams, 800-322-8198

smcwilliams@visitsoutheastindiana.com
www.toursoutheastindiana.com

Greater Kokomo Visitors Bureau
Bring your group to tour Kokomo Opalescent Glass,
America's oldest art glass company, to experience 
art glass that is hand-ladled and rolled from a 2,500 
degree furnace and watch glass artists make hand-
blown glass creations. Learn about American inventor
Elwood Haynes, who invented stainless steel and the
early automobile. Tour Blondie's Cookies or get treats
from Popcorn Cafe. Then, enjoy dinner and tour at the
beautifully restored Seiberling Mansion. Group-friendly
hotels and dining available.

700 E. Firmin St., Ste. 100, Kokomo, IN 46902
Sherry Matlock, 800-837-0971

smatlock@visitkokomo.org • www.visitkokomo.org

Harrison County CVB
Caves & caverns, history & heritage, food & wine –
this list of what makes Harrison County an ideal group
travel destination is nearly endless. One of the most
unique draws of the region is the vast cave system 
located right  beneath the ground where visitors can
take guided tours year round and explore natural
structures dating all the way back to the Ice Age. 
Afterwards, cavers can head above ground and pay a
visit to any one of the local wineries or microbreweries
for a tasty treat.

310 N. Elm St. , Corydon, IN 47112
Stacy Pirtle, 888-738-2137

stacyp@thisisindiana.org • www.thisisinsiana.org
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Small Town, 
Big Excursions

caves, outdoor Adventure, Gaming, artisans, 
wineries, a historic downtown and More!

Corydon & Harrison 
COunty, Indiana

888-738-2137   thisisindiana.org

@jennsdetailsanddecor

@eat_drink_lou

Sweet!

© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane
Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com
866-868-7522
Store Hours 9AM–5PM

TrainTours & 
Interactive Exhibits 

Daily 9AM–4PM

• Retail Store
• Free Candy Samples
• Snack Bar

‰
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Kosciusko County Convention &
Visitors Bureau
Kosciusko County, the once glacier-covered flat lands
of Northern Indiana, is 554 square miles of which 96%
is land and 4% is water. Nestled among over 100 lakes,
Kosciusko County offers unique moments where your
group will enjoy attractions such as boat rides, waterski
shows, farm tours, garden tours, marsh tours, factory
tours, live theater and outdoor concerts. Kosciusko
County is a great hub-and-spoke destination and is the
thoroughfare of Northern Indiana where your group will
learn how to Live Well in the Moment.

111 Capital Drive, Warsaw, IN 46582
Tina Keaffaber, 574-269-6090

tina@koscvb.org • www.visitkosciuskocounty.org

Randolph County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau
Randolph County’s beautiful country roads, friendly 
atmosphere and delicious culinary indulgences embody 
its slogan "take the back roads to the good life". It is
home to Winchester Speedway, the world's fastest 
half-mile track, that continues to have big names try and
conquer the 37-degree track. Wick's Sugar Cream Pie 
is the Hoosier State pie and the official pie of the Indi-
anapolis Colts, and the factory is located in Winchester. 

123 W. Franklin St., Winchester, IN 47394
Scottie Harvey, 765-584-3266

Randolphedc5@gmail.com • www.roamrandolph.com

Visit French Lick West Baden
French Lick West Baden’s storied past is your next 
adventure. Experience Hoosier Hospitality at its finest
in the resort community of French Lick West Baden.
Surrounded by Hoosier National Forest and shrouded
in history are two historic hotels, championship-level
golf, world-class spas, up-close animal encounters,
train excursions, scenic nature cruises and so much
more. French Lick Springs Hotel will celebrate 175 years
in 2020, engulf yourself in history and rejuvenation at
this award-winning resort.     

8102 W. State Rd. 56, West Baden Springs, IN 47469
Kristal Painter, 812-936-3418

Kristal@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com
www.visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

Visit South Bend Mishawaka
South Bend Mishawaka has just what your next 
meeting needs. Start with a convenient location at 
the core of the Great Lakes region. Now let’s add the
amenities: a variety of facilities, top-notch hotels, 
eye-catching attractions like the University of Notre
Dame and a walkable downtown convention district.
It’s easy to get here, even easier for your meeting to
succeed. Let us show you how.

101 N. Michigan St., Suite 300
South Bend, IN 46615

Lindsay Ference, 574-400-4023
lference@visitsouthbend.com
www.visitsouthbend.com

Catch Des Moines
Des Moines is culture without the cost. Art without
the attitude. Travel without the traffic. From world-
renowned art and history to one of the top amusement
parks in the US; whether it’s behind-the-scenes tours
or farm-to-table food, you’ll find why group travel
planners are calling Des Moines one of their favorite
destinations. Plus, with its central location and many
hotels with free motorcoach parking, Des Moines is a
perfect place for an overnight or quick stop as you’re
traveling through.

400 Locust St., Ste. 265, Des Moines, IA 50309
Katie Stien, 515-699-3432
katies@catchdesmoines.com
www.catchdesmoines.com

Cedar Falls Tourism
Cedar Falls should be on your MUST-DO list! Tours 
are available at the Ice House, John Deere, Iowa 
Veterans Museums and more. Our nationally-recognized
historic Downtown District is very walkable and filled
with locally-owned shops, eateries and nightlife. 
Other adventures await you at Barn Happy, the 
Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts Center and the
Cedar Valley Trails. See our website or itineraries or
call us to personalize one for your group.

6510 Hudson Rd., Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Becky Wagner 

Becky.wagner@cedarfallstourism.org
800-845-1955 

www.cedarfallstourism.org

Dyersville Area Chamber 
of Commerce
Come see why people confuse Dyersville, Iowa with
Heaven: it is the home of the Field of Dreams Movie
Site, Basilica of St. Francis Xavier, National Farm 
Toy Museum, Dyer-Botsford House & Doll Museum,
Becker Woodcarving, Plaza  Antique Mall, TOMY 
Outlet Store, and Textile Brewery, plus wineries, coffee
shop, boutiques, specialty shops, family-owned
restaurants, B&B’s and hotels. Coming in May 2020:
movie and ghost player museum. Coming in August
2020: White Sox vs. Yankees. 

1100 16th Ave. S.E., Dyersville, IA 52040
Janet Steinbach, 563-875-2311
dyersvillechamber@dyersville.org

www.dyersville.org

Iowa Group Travel Association
Need help planning a trip out to one of the Midwest’s
best? The Iowa Group Travel Association has got
you covered. This highly qualified team will use its
expertise to guarantee a great time. Spend a day at
museums honoring Herbert Hoover and Glenn Miller,
or you can enjoy Prairie Meadows race track. Visit
the American Gothic House or dine with the group at
the Bloomsbury Farm. Your tour planners will connect
you to Iowa’s CVBs and assist with getting 
affordable rates.

P.O. Box 916, Postville, IA 52162
Amanda Streeper, 641-420-9003

info@iowagrouptravel.org • www.iowagrouptravel.org

Marshalltown Area Chamber 
of Commerce
Marshalltown CVB can help you plan the perfect 
itinerary for your group—whether it’s scenic, active or
leisure. Group tour planners offer niche tours: the 
Jean Seberg Legacy Tour, highlighting his life in 
Marshalltown; Honored to Serve Tour, where you visit
the Iowa Veterans Home, the Freedom Mural along with
the Marshall County Freedom Rock; and the National
Transcontinental Lincoln Highway Tour, touring stops
along the historic highway. Create a customized trip
with its range of outdoor recreation activities, attractions,
spa services, trails, aquatic facilities and much more.

709 S. Center St., Marshalltown, IA 50158
641-753-6645 • www.marshalltown.org
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Visit Moultrie County
www.visitmoultrieil.com  –  (217) 728-4223  –  

VISIT

FOR A DAY

Moultrie County
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Okoboji Tourism Committee
Picturesque Okoboji is Iowa’s No. 1 vacation 
destination. Take a scenic tour of the beautiful chain
of glacier-carved lakes spanning 15,000 acres. 
Discover the Iowa Great Lakes: West Okoboji, East
Okoboji, Upper Gar, Lower Gar, and Minnewashta and
the Spirit Lake—Iowa’s largest natural lake. Okoboji
not only offers natural adventures but also plenty of
activities including golf, amusement parks, art, theatre,
museums, fishing, nightlife, watersports, parks, beaches
and trails. 

P.O. Box 215, Okoboji, IA 51355
Rebecca Peters, 712-332-2209
rebecca@vacationokoboji.com
www.vacationokoboji.com

Travel Dubuque
Explore #whereiowastarted on your next group tour.
Start your tour by visiting one of Dubuque’s two
Smithsonian-affiliated museums, followed by lunch at
an urban farmstead where your lunch is grown right
in front of you. Add in a tour of Dubuque’s murals, 
a visit to one of the lively casinos, a leisurely stroll
along the mighty Mississippi River, a sampling of 
locally crafted beers or wines and or shopping at
charming locally owned shops.

300 Main St., Suite 120, Dubuque, IA 52001
Whitney Sanger, 563-845-7698

wsanger@traveldubuque.com • www.traveldubuque.com

Waterloo CVB
Come experience Waterloo, Iowa. Our staff will arrange
tours of great sites like the John Deere Tractor & 
Engine Museum and John Deere assembly plants; 
the Sullivan Brothers Iowa Veterans Museum, 
commemorating our nation’s protectors; or the Waterloo
Community Playhouse, offering popular theater shows
throughout the year. Dine at the Sistine Chapel-inspired
Galleria de Paco in downtown Waterloo. Finally, stay
in great yet affordable hotels like the Isla Casino &
Hotel or the repurposed John Deere Tractor Assembly
site, now a new Courtyard by Marriott.

500 Jefferson St., Waterloo, IA 50701
Annette Freeseman, 800-728-8431
Annette@travelwaterloo.com
www.travelwaterloo.com

Visit Mason City
Memorable moments await in Mason City, Iowa. No
other city in the world is home to Frank Lloyd Wright’s
last remaining hotel or the largest collection of Prairie-
style architecture on a unified site. Hollywood history
comes to life in the original “River City,” home of
Meredith Willson, composer of “The Music Man.”
Conveniently located in the heart of the Midwest, 
your group will discover an array of award-winning 
attractions, fine dining, comfortable lodging, a vibrant
cultural district, combined with hometown charm and
hospitality. Visit Mason City’s group tour specialists
will assist you in customizing your group experience.

2021 Fourth St. S.W., Mason City, IA 50401
Lindsey James, 800-423-5724
ljames@visitmasoncityiowa.com
www.visitmasoncityiowa.com

South Haven/Van Buren County CVB
The village of Paw Paw offers a unique and relaxing
experience for any group. Our quaint downtown 
features a variety of boutique shopping, delicious
restaurants, and galleries. Outdoor adventures abound
with beautiful lakes, golf clubs, bike trails, and more.
Located in the heart of Michigan’s Wine country, it is
also home to many unique and award winning wineries
and breweries. Paw Paw is your perfect hub to 
Southwest Michigan attractions.

206 E. Michigan Ave., Paw Paw, MI 49079
April Garcia, 269-657-5395

pawpawareachamber@gmail.com • www.stayinpawpaw.org

Upper Peninsula Travel and
Recreation Association
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula is unsurpassed in natural
beauty, intriguing stories from a world-changing past
and a present that’s filled with adventure and relaxation.
Come explore seven natural wonders: Mackinac Island,
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Tahquamenon
Falls, the Keweenaw Peninsula’s Copper Country, the
Porcupine Mountains, Isle Royale National Park and
Kitch-iti-kipi (the big spring). Be awed by two man-made
wonders as well, the Soo Locks in Sault Ste. Marie and
the Mackinac Bridge in St. Ignace. 

P.O. Box 400, Iron Mountain, MI 49801
Fred Huffman, 906-774-5480, groups@uptravel.com

www.uptravel.com

Discover Austin
Austin is located on I-90 in southern Minnesota. Known
as SPAMTOWN USA, it is home to an array of unique
and fun attractions – the SPAM® Museum, Hormel 
Historic Home, Jay C Hormel Nature Center,  Historic
Paramount Theatre, Hormel Institute, Austin Artworks
Center and amazing musical/theatrical production along
with annual festivals and celebrations. We offer city
tours, step-on guides, sample itineraries and a variety of
lodging options. Discover Austin takes the “Minnesota
Nice” reputation for customer service seriously and are
eager to help plan your visit to Austin, MN.

301 N. Main St., Suite 101, Austin, MN 55912
Nancy Schnable, 507-437-4563

tourism@austinmn.com • www.austinmn.com

Explore Minnesota
With more than 10,000 lakes, the biggest of the Great
Lakes, Lake Superior, and the most famous mall in
America, Minnesota offers plenty of inspiration for
your next trip. You can canoe, bike and hike along the
mighty Mississippi River, enjoy world-class dining,
shop at Mall of America with over 500 stores, discover
museums of all types and hands-on attractions, be
entertained at award-winning live theaters and take an
urban adventure to the Twin Cities of Minneapolis-
St. Paul. At Explore Minnesota, you can find travel
guides for groups and rely on the experience of 
Minnesota experts to help plan your trip.  

121 7th Place E., St. Paul, MN 55101
Millie Philipp, Millie.philipp@state.mn.us

www.exploreminnesota.com

St. Cloud CVB
In this easy-going city, discover all the outdoor 
adventures Greater St. Cloud has in store for your group.
Start by strolling the Beaver Island Trail along the 
Mississippi River, and through rows of perfectly-tended
flowers at Munsinger Clemens Gardens. Retreat to the
picturesque golf courses, ride a bike along the Wobegon
Trail or hike through the Quarry Park and Nature 
Preserve. Whether you’re interested in touring local
craft breweries, need recommendations on routes,
dining, or are in search of a historic exploration, 
St. Cloud CVB can point you in the right direction.  

1411 W. St. Germain St., #104, St. Cloud, MN 56301
Jennifer Schroeder, 320-251-4170

info@visitstcloud.com • www.visitstcloud.com

‰

MIDWEST REGION

46 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

2020 GTD_38-63 pp5.qxp_Layout 1  11/11/19  1:01 PM  Page 46



‰

GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 47

2020 GTD_38-63 pp5.qxp_Layout 1  11/11/19  1:08 PM  Page 47
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Visit Owatonna
With four beautiful seasons, there is something for
everyone to explore in Owatonna, MN. Located on the
crossroads of 2 major roadways and 1 hour south of
Minnesota's metro, you'll fall in love with the historic
flavor and small-town feel the minute you step foot
into our unique piece of northern paradise. From 
international dining experiences, architectural master-
pieces and globally recognized history; Owatonna is
the perfect getaway for visitors of all interests.

320 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna, MN 55060
Emily Volkmer, 507-451-7970

evolkmer@owatonna.org • www.visitowatonna.org

Visit Winona
Cradled between towering bluffs and the Mississippi
River, Winona is the premier group travel destination
in Southeastern Minnesota thanks to its abundance 
of festivals, museums, and unique experiences along
with incredible scenic beauty and endless outdoor
recreation opportunities for people of all abilities. 
Situated just off I-90 but hidden in the spectacular
Mississippi River Valley, Winona is the perfect choice
for groups, whether as the final destination or a 
delightful stopover on the way. 

160 Johnson St. , Winona, MN 55987
Pat Mutter, 507-452-0735

pmutter@visitwinona.com • www.visitwinona.com

Worthington Area Chamber of
Commerce & CVB
Worthington is located in Minnesota’s southwest corner,
at the intersection of state highways 59 and 60 and
Interstate 90. One of Worthington’s greatest natural
assets is 880-acre Lake Okabena, set in the center of
the city and surrounded by many parks and recreation
areas. Worthington offers something for everyone. We
have museums with art, history and car memorabilia, a
lake, parks and trails, unique shopping and restaurants,
and festivals. The bureau assists group tour planners
and operators in finding places to visit, sleep, eat and
shop in southwest Minnesota.

1121 Third Ave., Worthington, MN 56187
507-372-2919

wcofc@worthingtonmnchamber.com
www.worthingtonmnchamber.com

Branson Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
Located in the beautiful Ozark Mountains, Branson is
a premier vacation destination centrally located offering
world-class entertainment and an award-winning
theme park. Groups visiting in 2020 and beyond can
expect to see new shows, attractions, festivals,
restaurants, lodging amenities, retail shops, outdoor
recreational activities and more as Branson continues
to grow and expand its wealth of vacation opportunities
for folks of all ages.

4100 Gretna Rd., Branson, MO 65616
Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP, 417-243-2105

lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com
www.explorebranson.com

City of Independence
Blaze the same trails as the pioneers did hundreds 
of years ago when they traveled over land on the 
Oregon Trail and experience the Midwest gem that is
Independence, Missouri. History buffs will fall in love
with the seemingly endless array of activities, including
the Pioneer Trail that highlights the important 
monuments of the city, the sites that played a key role
in the life of Independence native and former President
Harry S. Truman, and the extensive array of information
available at the Midwest Genealogy Center.

120 W. Truman Rd., Independence, MO 64050
816-325-7890 or 800-748-7323
www.visitindependence.com

Explore St. Louis
St. Louis is a place where history and imagination 
collide, and the result is a Midwestern destination like no
other. Easy to get to and easy to get around in, the area
is filled with an eclectic array of shops and restaurants
that contribute to St. Louis’ unique charm and multi-
cultural flair. The Gateway to the West offers exceptional
music, arts and cultural options, as well as such
renowned – and free – attractions as the Saint Louis Art
Museum, Zoo, and Science Center, the Missouri History
Museum, Citygarden, Grant’s Farm, Laumeier Sculpture
Park, and the Anheuser-Busch brewery tours.

701 Convention Plaza, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63101
Holly Rogers, 800-325-7962

hrogers@explorestlouis.com • www.explorestlouis.com

Greater Saint Charles CVB
Nestled in the historic Missouri River Valley and 
located 30 minutes from downtown St. Louis, Saint
Charles is a city of charm and tradition perfect for
group outings. The Historic Main Street District is a
10-block nationally registered historic site with over
100 shops and 25 restaurants. Within the district are
the First State Capitol Building, Lewis and Clark 
Boathouse and Nature Center and the Foundry Art
Centre. For a fine arts experience, Lindenwood 
University hosts touring plays and concerts as well 
as its own student productions.

230 S. Main St., St. Charles, MO 63301
Greg Maxon, 636-255-6104

gmaxon@historicstcharles.com
www.discoverstcharles.com

Jefferson City CVB
With a skyline that includes the majestic Missouri
River and Missouri State Capitol, “America’s Most
Beautiful Small Town” boasts beautiful nature and 
history. Groups can stop by Lewis & Clark Trailhead
Plaza to learn about the duo’s expedition to the Pacific,
browse the charming storefronts on High Street and
discover Missouri’s natural history at the Runge 
Nature Center. Be sure to arrange a State Capitol tour
to admire the murals of Thomas Hart Benton and 
explore the Missouri State Museum.

700 E. Capitol Ave., Jefferson City, MO 65101
Jordan Rowles, 573-632-2820
jordan@visitjeffersoncity.com
www.visitjeffersoncity.com

Joplin CVB
Joplin, tucked in the corner of southwestern Missouri,
offers both a tranquil small-town lifestyle and an 
active urban area featuring a host of entertaining 
options. Visitors looking to drive iconic Route 66 can
explore the Sunshine Lamp District, which is home 
to dozens of shops, restaurants and art galleries
clustered together. Groups seeking an outdoor 
adventure should consider a visit to Grand Falls, the
largest continuously running waterfall in Missouri.

602 S. Main St., Joplin, MO 64801
Erin Slifka, 417-625-4789

eslifka@joplinmo.org • www.visitjoplinmo.com
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Kirksville Tourism
Kirksville has many new experiences to offer your
group including escape rooms, trivia evenings, art
and wine nights, as well as great outdoor recreation.
Hike on the trails, fish on the lakes, taste local foods.
Discover a complete listing of shopping, dining and
lodging plus special events at www.kirksville.com. Do
not hesitate to call the tourism staff at 660-665-3766
to help set up tours, venues and catering.  

304 S. Franklin, Kirksville, MO 63501
Debi Boughton, 660-665-3766

Debi.boughton@visitkirksville.com
www.visitkirksville.com

Lake of the Ozarks CVB
Central Missouri’s Lake of the Ozarks is Missouri’s
voted the BEST Recreation Lake in the Nation by USA
Today & 10Best. Over $70 million in hotel renovations,
golf, shopping and lake-side dining are just a few high-
lights your group will enjoy in Lake of the Ozarks.

P.O. Box 1498, 985 KK Drive
Osage Beach, MO 65065
Jen West, 573-348-1599

jen@funlake.com • www.funlake.com

Missouri Division of Tourism
Missouri is home to fabulous urban areas like 
St. Louis, Kansas City and Springfield, which offer
all the culture, entertainment, nightlife, sports and 
fine dining you would expect. Visitors can capture a
piece of America’s cultural past with a cruise down
Route 66, staying in historic renovated motor courts, 
admiring roadside attractions and enjoying down-
home cooking. Those who love the outdoors fall in
love with Missouri, with its crystal-clear float streams,
trails that run from civilized to rugged and world-class
fishing.

301 W. High St., #290
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-751-4133, Tourism@ded.mo.gov
www.visitmo.com

Pulaski County Tourism Bureau
Pulaski County offers a multitude of activities and 
attractions. For history buffs, it has a rich history in
the Trail of Tears, Civil War, Military and Route 66.
Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy hiking, cave diving,
hunting and an archery range, and those who love 
the water can savor relaxing float trips. Professional 
assistance with itinerary planning and step-on guides
for themed trips for your group. 

137 St. Robert Blvd., Suite A, St. Robert, MO 65584
Karen Hood, 877-858-8687
email@pulaskicountyusa.com
www.pulaskicountyusa.com

Springfield, Missouri, 
Convention and Visitors Bureau
Known as the “Birthplace of Route 66,” Springfield,
Missouri is the perfect destination for groups looking
to experience a historic slice of America’s Mother
Road. Vintage hotel rooms, historic theaters, craft
breweries, and a brand new history museum await
your visitors. Springfield is also home to Bass Pro
Shops and the incredible new Johnny Morris' 
Wonders of Wildlife National Museum & Aquarium
— voted the best aquarium in the country by USA
Today readers.

815 E. St. Louis St. , Springfield, MO 65806
Dana Maugans, 417-881-5300

dmaugans@springfieldmo.org • www.springfieldmo.org

St. Joseph CVB
The original starting point for the Pony Express, 
St. Joseph is home to 17 museums, 12 annual 
festivals, amazing architecture listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and the Kansas
City Chiefs’ summer training camp. You’ll also find
great outdoor recreation throughout 48 parks, 
26 miles of beautiful parkway and countless outdoor
concerts. Experienced staff at the CVB can help you
plan a special tour unlike any other.

109 S. Fourth St., Saint Joseph, MO 64501
Jolene Dempster, 816-233-6688

jdempster@stjomo.com • www.stjomo.com

Akron/Summit CVB
Visitors can enjoy the eclectic collection at the Akron
Art Museum or catch a performance at the Akron
Civic Theatre. The area’s other can’t miss features 
include the Akron Zoo, Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens,
Hale Farm & Village and Cuyahoga Valley National
Park/Scenic Railroad. Greater Akron is filled with 
delicious food, including Swenson’s Drive-in, which
offers old-fashioned car-side service, and Chill Ice
Cream, featuring a variety of tasty treats.

77 E. Mill St., Akron, OH 44308
Jim Mahon, 330-374-7560

jmahon@visitakron-summit.org
www.visitakron-summit.org

Canton/Stark CVB
In northeast Ohio, guests can explore national historic
sites, museums and attractions. Canton is best known
as being home to the Pro Football Hall of Fame, but 
it also hosts a vibrant arts and music culture. Visitors
can explore the downtown Canton Arts District, Canton
Classic Car Museum, Beech Creek Gardens (which
feature a butterfly house) and the 1,489-seat Canton
Palace Theatre, built in 1926. Outdoor enthusiasts 
can find a series of 20 different caches that have been
placed across Stark County for the Cache4Coins 
Geo Tour.

222 Market Ave. N., Canton, OH 44702
Mary Vlahos, 330-454-1439, Ext. 107

maryv@visitcanton.com • www.visitcanton.com

Destination Cleveland
Cleveland contains a slew of world-class activities and
attractions for overnight group trips and inquisitive
students. From grabbing a seat to an immersive film
experience of Rock & Roll Hall of Fame induction 
ceremonies to taking an interactive approach to art at
the Cleveland Museum of Art, groups can quickly fill
an itinerary. The city also contains top-notch sporting
events in baseball, football and basketball and also 
offers a bevy of group-friendly dining and hotel options.

334 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH 44114
Group Sales, 216-875-6607
groups@destinationcle.org
www.thisiscleveland.com
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Few have made an impact on American
architecture like the legendary Frank

Lloyd Wright, who designed more than 1,000
structures with a distinct style focusing on
organic architecture living in harmony with
the environment. 
Today, visitors can tour many of Wright’s

creations thanks to the Frank Lloyd Wright
Trust, whose mission is to engage, educate and
inspire the public through the interpretation
of Wright’s design legacy. The Trust features
50 employees and 650 volunteers who serve
an audience of 150,000 site visitors and 1
million virtual visitors from around the world
each year. The Trust offers five tours in the
Chicago area where guests can get an up-close
view of Wright’s masterful creations. Here
are those tours:

Frank LloydWright Home and Studio
Frank Lloyd Wright’s exceptional home

(built in 1889) and studio (1898) complex
served as his private residence and workplace
from 1889 to 1909—the first 20 years of his
professional career. Wright used his home as
an architectural laboratory, experimenting
with design concepts that contain the seeds
of his architectural philosophy. Wright added
the studio in 1898 and it was there he 
designed more than 140 structures, including
such famous buildings as the Robie House,
Larkin Building and Unity Temple. Guided 
museum tours and self-guided walking tours
of the Frank Lloyd Wright Historic District
are offered daily.

Unity Temple
Unity Temple (built between 1905 and

1908) is Wright’s only surviving public 
building from his Prairie period. Limited by a
modest budget and an urban site (it is located
a short walk from Wright’s studio), Wright
created a bold design and used unconventional
materials to produce one of his most significant
accomplishments. Unity Temple was declared
a National Historic Landmark in 1970. Unity
Temple is part of UNESCO’s World Heritage
Frank Lloyd Wright Serial Inscription. Guided
and self-guided tours are offered Monday
through Saturday.

Frederick C. Robie House
The Robie House on the University of

Chicago campus is considered one of the
most important buildings in the history of
modern American architecture. It was created
by Wright for his client Frederick C. Robie, 
a forward-thinking businessman. Designed 
in Wright's Oak Park studio in 1908 and 
completed in 1910, the building is both a 
masterpiece of the Prairie style and renowned
as a forerunner of modernism in architecture.
The Robie House was designated by the
American Institute of Architects as one of
the 10 most significant structures of the 20th
century. A major renovation of the interior
was recently completed and the house is part
of UNESCO’s World Heritage Frank Lloyd
Wright Serial Inscription. The guided museum
tour Robie House: A Modern Home, is offered
Thursday through Monday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Rookery Building/ Light Court
Set in the heart of Chicago’s financial

district, Daniel Burnham and John Root’s
Rookery Building is a Chicago landmark, 
containing a luminous central light court 
remodeling by Wright. Designed by Burnham
and Root in 1885 and completed in 1888, the
11-story Rookery was the tallest building in
the world at the time of its completion. In
1905, Wright was commissioned to update
the interior design and plan of the light court
and lobbies. Guided tours of the Rookery Light
Court are offered Monday through Friday. 

Emil Bach House
The intimately scaled Bach House (built in

1915) adopts the vocabulary of the Prairie house,
but looks toward future stylistic directions in
Wright’s work. This house was built for Emil
Bach, president of Chicago’s Bach Brick Co.
Described as “semi-cubist,” its plan is a modifi-
cation of Wright’s “fireproof house." On the main
floor, the living room and dining area project
out from a central fireplace. The Bach House
was designated a Chicago landmark in 1977
and was placed on the U.S. Register of Historic
Places in 1979. It was meticulously restored
to its original appearance in 2013. Guided

museum tours are offered
Tuesday and Wednesday,
May through September.
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Experience Columbus
As the 14th largest city in the U.S. and named on the
New York Times’ list of 52 Places to Visit in 2019,
there’s a lot to see and do in Columbus. From pouring
your own custom-scented candle and hand-feeding 
a giraffe to experiencing the brand-new National 
Veterans Memorial and Museum on the downtown
riverfront, Columbus has something to offer for any
group. As a leader in experiential tourism, Columbus
knows that getting groups in the middle of the action
and behind the scenes is of upmost importance.

277 W. Nationwide Blvd., Suite 125 
Columbus, OH 43215

Roger Dudley, 800-354-2657
rdudley@experiencecolumbus.com
www.experiencecolumbus.com/tours

Holmes County Tourism Bureau
Experience the simple life in Holmes County, Ohio,
home of the world's largest Amish Community. 
Explore the farms, backroads and heritage attractions
that make up the region's Amish story. Also, enjoy
world-class museums, a wine & brew trail, shopping
from local crafts and foods to modern fashion, multiple
theater experiences and soft adventure. Our location
two hours or less from Cleveland, Columbus and
Pittsburgh makes our destination a convenient stop
for the day or for a multi-day adventure.

6 W. Jackson St., Millersburg, OH 44654
Tiffany Gerber, 330-674-3975

tiffany@holmescountychamber.com
www.visitamishcountry.com

Steubenville Visitor Center
Steubenville, in eastern Ohio, boasts numerous 
significant sites including Historic Fort Steuben, a
fully reconstructed 19th-century frontier fort; the First
Federal Land Office; and many churches with stunning
stained-glass windows. Known as “The City of Murals,”
Steubenville has 24 larger-than-life portrayals of
people and events painted on downtown buildings. 
In November, visit the Nutcracker Village, which 
contains more than 150 life-sized nutcrackers, an 
Advent Market, and holiday music, activities and events.

120 S. Third St., Steubenville, OH 43952
Judith Bratten, 740-283-4935
judy@oldfortsteuben.com

www.visitsteubenville.com/group-tours

Tuscarawas County CVB
Historic Tuscarawas County has a wealth of activities
for travelers. The county is home to Schoenbrunn 
Village, the first Protestant settlement in Ohio, as well
as Ohio’s only Revolutionary War fort (Fort Laurens).
Visitors can also enjoy the World’s Largest Cuckoo
Clock in Sugarcreek and the Dennison Railroad Depot
Museum, a National Historic Landmark. With more
than 20 museums and historic sites, the county has
something for every budding historian. 

124 E. High Ave., New Philadelphia, OH 44663
Julie Levengood, 800-527-3387
grouptour@traveltusc.com

www.traveltusc.com

Wayne County CVB
Known as the "Gateway to Amish Country," Ohio’s
Wayne County and the surrounding area is home to
the world's largest Amish population. Shop at one-of-
a-kind retail stores such as Lehman's Hardware, P. 
Graham Dunn Gallery, Simply Smuckers and Everything
Rubbermaid. From the Ohio Light Opera's nationally
recognized theater in the summer to the Wayne Center
Ballet Company's Nutcracker in the winter, there is
something to satisfy every taste year-round.

428 W. Liberty St., Wooster, OH 44691
Martha Starkey, 330-264-1800

mstarkey@wccvb.com • www.wccvb.com

Circle Wisconsin
Wisconsin is a state surrounded by two great 
lakes, a mighty river and 15,000 lakes in between.
Touring the state, you’ll find world-class museums,
all forms of entertainment and beautiful scenery,
from rolling rural vistas to urban surprises. The 
state is filled with breweries and wineries and has
some of the best Native American casinos in the 
nation. Visitors can take time to explore the state’s
Native American culture, from a buffalo overlook to
the logging industry.

P.O. Box 20750, Milwaukee, WI 53220
Wendy Dobrzynski, 414-545-1100
wendy@circlewisconsin.com
www.circlewisconsin.com

Manitowoc VCB
The town of Manitowoc attracts thousands of visitors
each year who want to explore the USS Cobia World
War II submarine moored along the Manitowoc River.
The area is also known for the historic Rogers Street
Fishing Village, which features relics of famous 
shipwrecks and a lighthouse that was built in 1886.
Visitors can explore 20 miles of spectacular Lake
Michigan coastline featuring stunning parks, beaches
and marinas and historic downtowns.

4221 Calumet Ave., Manitowoc, WI 54220
RaeAnn Thomas, 920-686-3077

rthomas@manitowoc.info • www.manitowoc.info

VISIT Milwaukee
Set on the coast of Lake Michigan, Milwaukee 
delights with its wonderfully random combination 
of modern fun and rich cultural heritage. Come 
celebrate during a summer filled with festivals, or 
experience the year-round fun of brewery tours,
world-renowned museums (including the world’s
only Harley-Davidson Museum and “flying” Milwaukee
Art Museum), a first-class casino, and more. Enjoy
historic mansions, first-class musical theater, and 
locally-made products from cheese curds to coffee.
It’s all waiting in Milwaukee.

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Ste. 220, Milwaukee, WI 53203
Jill Hauck, 414-287-4249
jhauck@milwaukee.org

www.visitmilwaukee.org/bringing-a-group

Wisconsin Dells CVB
Wisconsin Dells has long been a destination for
group tours looking for exciting activities and 
incredible accommodations. With the largest 
concentration of waterparks in the world, Wisconsin
Dells has earned its reputation as “The Waterpark
Capital of the World!®” From gorgeous scenery to
exciting activities, scenic tours, live entertainment,
dining and shopping, Wisconsin Dells is one place
everyone will agree on.

701 Superior St., Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
Kyra Popp, 800-223-3557

sales@wisdells.com • www.meetinthedells.com

52 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

‰

MIDWEST REGION

2020 GTD_38-63 pp5.qxp_Layout 1  11/11/19  3:04 PM  Page 52



N estled among the hills of the Hoosier 
National Forest resides a classic American

destination, the French Lick Resort. Containing
two nationally historic hotels, the French Lick
Resort is where history and luxury emanate
throughout. Discover all the rich history of
the West Baden Springs Hotel and the French
Lick Springs Hotel for an ideal getaway
where each room and suite have a story. 

The Epitome of Sophistication 
For 50 years, the West Baden Springs

Hotel, modeled after the grandest spas of 
Europe, boasted the world’s largest free-span
dome that stretches 200 feet. This world-class
facility was once dubbed “Eighth Wonder of
the World” when it opened in 1902. Named
best historic resort by Historic Hotels of
America, this timeless hotel combines value,
comfort and convenience to create a luxurious
setting with a range of modern amenities
suitable for small or large groups. Feel at
home in the opulent rooms that offer a flat
screen TV, refrigerator, air conditioning and
free wifi. The atrium is set with plush seating,
tables and chairs and filled with live musicians.
The room is decorated with period furniture
and the library is packed with books and
comfortable spaces. The grounds are filled
with formal gardens and trails, making for an
Old World-style elegant experience. 

Enjoy the Afternoon Tour and Tea before
relaxing in the atrium to the sounds of nightly
live music. Discover various dining options 

including an impressive experience for up to
10 as you watch the Table One chef prepare a
custom meal served on Versace dinnerware. 

At night, witness the architectural wonder
become enchanted when colored lights fill 
the atrium—an attraction bringing in tourists
since its opening. Enjoy the peace of riding 
in a horse-drawn carriage and visit the ice
cream shop that contains a multitude of fun
flavors. During your visit, be sure to check 
out French Lick Winery, a relaxed vineyard
featuring a tasting room and a café with 
Italian fare, and Spirits of French Lick, where
you can tour a distillery and enjoy award-
winning spirits and cocktails and savor fresh,
homemade Italian cuisine in the relaxed 
atmosphere of the tasting room. 

In addition, Indiana Landmarks offers 
historical tours of both hotels daily. From the
intricate tiled floor below your feet to the
spectacular dome overhead, you’ll learn all
about the history and preservation of the
grand structure in a historical tour of the
hotel. Choose from an array of hotel packages
including birthdays, romance, holidays and
historical packages and more. 

An American Classic 
From the West Baden Springs Hotel, take a

quick trolley ride to the French Lick Springs
Hotel where you can enjoy family-friendly 
activities that make this an ideal destination
for celebrations or relaxing getaways. This
classic American hotel, established in 1845,

has something everyone can enjoy whether
it’s championship level golf, a trip to the spa
in the spa wing, hiking, biking, swimming,
bowling or shopping in the promenade. 
Although more affordable and family-oriented,
you’re not treated any less than royalty. Let
the valet take your keys as live musicians on
the front porch playing ragtime music greet
you. Take a step back from daily routines and
go horse-back riding in the stables, play at
the Vegas-style casino, and browse casual
and formal dining options. 

French Lick Scenic Railway Dinner Train
For a fine dining experience, board the

French Lick Scenic Railway and take a 
20-mile day tour through the rolling hills of
the Hoosier national forest, the 2,200-foot
Burton Tunnel (Indiana’s second longest 
tunnel), and past limestone outcroppings.
You can enjoy a three-course meal on the
newly added dinner train while soaking in 
all the beauty of southern Indiana. Enjoy a
meal of your choice from the menu when you
book in advance. The railway excursion also
hosts other themed train rides for special
events and holidays including the popular
Polar Express Train Ride™. 
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VISIT FRENCH LICK WEST BADEN
Shelby Rice
Group Experience Coordinator
812-936-3418, shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com
VisitFrenchLickWestBaden.com

The French Lick Resort —The Hidden Wonder of the World

SI

For over a century, the French Lick Resort has been attracting tourists for 
its European elegance, extravagance, refined amenities and leisure activities 
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WHAT TO SEE

360 Chicago
Soaring 1,000 feet above Michigan Avenue is one 
of the city’s most iconic attractions – 360 CHICAGO.
94 floors up, 360 CHICAGO offers breathtaking views
of Chicago’s skyline, lakefront and neighboring states.
It’s the only place to enjoy TILT – Chicago’s greatest
thrill ride. This unique marvel tilts guests out from the
94th floor, providing the most exhilarating views of 
the city. Relax at our bar & cafe, offering local favorites,
large cocktail selection, and the city’s best views 
1,000 feet high. Discover our interactive kiosks in five 
languages. There’s no better way to experience the
real Chicago.

875 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611
Group Sales, 312-751-3681

groupsales@360chicago.com • www.360chicago.com

Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library & Museum
The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum is dedicated to preserving the legacy of our
nation’s 16th president. Through a combination of
scholarship and high-tech showmanship, visitors 
are immersed in the life of Lincoln. Visitors will see
ghosts come to life, roam through the Lincoln White
House, experience booming cannons and come face
to face with priceless Lincoln artifacts. Kids will enjoy
Mrs. Lincoln’s Attic, a special area that encourages
imagination with hands-on activities.

212 N. 6th St. , Springfield, IL 62701
Patty Knepler, 217-524-7219
Patty.knepler@illinois.gov

www.presidentlincoln.illinois.gov

Celebration River Cruises
Welcome aboard the Celebration Belle, a family-
owned, 750-passenger riverboat, located in Moline,
IL. Celebration River Cruises offers a variety of
cruises including 4-hour Themed Lunch Cruises, All
Day Cruises on the river, Captain’s Dinner Cruises and
more. All meals are freshly prepared onboard. Dance
to the fabulous live entertainment or sit outside and
enjoy the beautiful scenic view on one of the two 
outside observation decks. Cruise options in Moline,
IL (Quad Cities), Dubuque, IA and Prairie du Chien, WI.  

2501 River Drive, Moline, IL 61265
Susan Yarolem, 309-764-1952, Ext. 204

susan@celebrationbelle.com • www.celebrationbelle.com

Discover Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Chicago
The Frank Lloyd Wright Trust is the gateway to Frank
Lloyd Wright's work in the Chicago area, offering
tours and programs at Wright’s Home and Studio and
Unity Temple in Oak Park, IL; Frederick C. Robie
House in Chicago's Hyde Park neighborhood; Emil
Bach House in Chicago’s Rogers Park neighborhood;
and the Rookery Light Court in the Chicago Loop.
This non-profit organization engages, educates and
inspires the public through interpretation of Wright’s
design legacy.

The Rookery, 209 S. LaSalle St., Suite 118
Chicago, IL 60604

Christine Trevino, 312-763-2566
ctrevino@flwright.org • www.flwright.org

Group Theater Tix
Get a taste of authentic Chicago culture by adding a
local production to your itinerary. Group Theater Tix is
Chicagoland’s favorite group sales agency for off-Loop
entertainment. For 16 years and counting, they’ve 
specialized in securing discounted seats and show 
buyouts for a variety of productions including plays,
musicals, workshops, ballets, comedy shows, Broadway
shows and more. Streamline the process of planning
the perfect tour and ask about full itineraries that include
unique restaurants and transportation referrals.

Tami Manton, 312-423-6612
tami@grouptheatertix.com • www.grouptheatertix.com

Shoreline Sightseeing
Shoreline Sightseeing offers group rates for 20 or
more on its guided Architecture River Tours, named
as TripAdvisor’s most booked travel experience in
America for 2019. Group rates also available on 
Classic Lake Tours, Fireworks Tours and on many of
special event evening cruises, including Brew Cruises
and Wine Tasting Cruises. A Shoreline group tour is
ideal for family outings, clubs, special occasions,
school classes, wedding festivities and professional
get-togethers with colleagues or friends.

Navy Pier and Michigan Avenue Bridge
600 E. Grand Ave. and 401 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611

Amy Hartnett, 312-373-3758, Ext. 1
groups@shorelinesightseeing.com

www.shorelinesightseeing.com/tours-taxis/group-tours/

Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre
Dine and marvel at theatrical masterpieces at 
Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre. Situated in northwest
Indianapolis, this luxurious theater has entertained
groups of 20 to 450 for nearly 50 years. Professionally
produced plays and Broadway musicals are offered
year-round, including Les Misérables, Grease, 
The Sound of Music, and Mary Poppins. With tiered
seating in an intimate setting, you’re never more than
six rows from the stage. Enjoy the buffet, freshly 
prepared in-house, and full bar service is available 
at your table. Plenty of lodging accommodations are
located just minutes away.

9301 Michigan Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46268
Michelle Miller, 317-876-0503

groups@beefandboards.com • www.beefandboards.com

Derby Dinner Playhouse
Derby Dinner Playhouse in Clarksville, Indiana sets
the stage for dinner and a show. The playhouse
serves up a traditional home-style buffet and plenty of
smiles with its renowned productions of popular plays
and musicals. Show-stopping desserts and a full bar
are staples of the culinary experience at the theatre.
Overnight hotel packages and recommendations to
local attractions are provided to groups looking to
spend time in the Louisville, Kentucky area before or
after the dinner show.

525 Marriott Drive, Clarksville, IN 47129
Missy Braun, 812-288-2632, Ext. 113

groups@derbydinner.com • www.derbydinner.com

Glenn Miller 
Birthplace Museum
The mission of the Glenn Miller Birthplace Society is
to celebrate the music and memory of Alton Glenn
Miller, America’s favorite musical patriot. The annual
Glenn Miller Festival, held the second weekend in
June, now in its 45th year is a music-filled weekend
with concerts, dances, picnics, historical displays,
presentations and much more.

122 W. Clark St. , Clarinda, IA 51632
Shari Greenwood, shari@glennmiller.org
712-542-2461 • www.glennmiller.org
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Day 1  
Begin your Chicagoland Art Tour at The Shrine 

of Christ’s Passion, an interactive half-mile winding 
pathway that begins with the Last Supper and 
Garden of Gethsemane. Take the journey through the
Passion of Christ as you view 40 life-sized bronze 
sculptures, each an exquisite work of art.
Come and experience one of the nation's most 

distinguished collections of contemporary sculpture at
the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park. Governor State
University's Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park is 
recognized as a destination for seeing remarkable 
sculpture in a unique setting in which the beauty of the
rolling prairie landscape surrounds the soaring artistic
masterworks.
Minutes from the sculpture park are the Lotton Art

Glass Gallery and the studios of Charles Lotton. His
business began in 1970 in his backyard, as Charles taught
himself the art of glassblowing. Today, you can find
Charles experimenting with some of the most breathtaking
colors in the world. 
To finish off the day, your group will be able to 

make its own piece of art at Art 4 Soul. "At Art 4 Soul
we share the visions and talents of many artists from 
refined to funky and functional to fantastic," said owner
Dodi Wians. Choose from a variety of projects including,
but not limited to mosaics, ceramic pieces, unique 
jewelry, block printing or acrylic painting. 

Day 2
Start the day in Chicago at Navy Pier's Smith Museum

of Stained Glass Windows. The Smith Museum of
Stained Glass Windows is a permanent display of 150
stained glass windows housed in an 800-foot-long series
of galleries along the lower level terraces of Festival Hall.
Open since February 2000, it is the first museum in the

United States dedicated solely to stained glass windows.
It showcases both secular and religious windows and is
divided by artistic theme into four categories: Victorian,
Prairie, Modern and Contemporary. 
Next, escape to The Art Institute of Chicago and 

delight in treasured collections that have lured visitors to
the museum from all over the world. Journey through
Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas as renowned works
of art, spanning 5,000 years, inform and inspire you. The
Modern Art Wing is now open. This spectacular new
expansion features the museums outstanding collections
of modern and contemporary art, architecture and design,
and photography. 

Millennium Park is an award-winning center for art,
music, architecture, and landscape design. The 24.5-acre
park features the work of world-renowned architects,
planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park's
prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed 
Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor
concert venue of its kind in the United States; the 
interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the 
contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of
Kathryn Gustafson, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and
Anish Kapoor's hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture
on the AT&T Plaza. 

Day 3 
Before heading home, stop at the Indian Boundary

Prairies. More than 250 species of plants thrive at the
prairies, including endangered ones such as the prairie
white fringed orchid. The Indian Boundary Prairies are
an important sanctuary for butterflies and other animals.
More than 350 insect species are known to inhabit the
prairies along with the smooth green snake, eastern milk
snake and 11 other species of amphibians and reptiles. 

CHICAGO SOUTHLAND 
CONVENTION & 
VISITORS BUREAU
Tobie Fitzpatrick
Tobie@VisitChicagoSouthland.com 
708-895-8200 
888-895-3211
TourChicagoSouthland.com

Enjoy Elements of 
Art in the Chicago
Southland. On this
three-day tour, your
group will experience
art at The Shrine of
Christ’s Passion, 
Nathan Manilow 
Sculpture Park, The 
Art Institute of
Chicago, Millennium
Park and more. 

The Elements of Art in Chicago 
Southland & Beyond
University Park • Crete • Homewood • Chicago • Markham
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WHAT TO SEE

Herbert Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum
On the grounds of the Herbert Hoover National Historic
Site, in West Branch, IA, lies one of 14 presidential 
libraries operated by the National Archives and Records
Administration. The library welcomes an array of
groups, including field trips, STEM trips, summer
camp, and more. Begin your visit at the permanent
galleries in a rotunda and learn about “The Great 
Humanitarian’s” public service admiring the unique
displays. The exhibits in the Museum galleries tell the
life and times of Hoover from his birth, to his life as
an engineer, Secretary of Commerce, President of the
United States and his post-presidential work. 

210 Parkside Drive, West Branch, IA 52358
Hoover Museum, 319-643-5301

hoovertours@nara.gov • www.hoover.archives.gov

Iowa Quilt Museum
The Iowa Quilt Museum welcomes quilters, quilt lovers,
history buffs, and all appreciators of American art 
and culture. Located on the town square in historic
Winterset, Iowa, our unique space occupies a storefront
that was for many years a JC Penney local branch. The
museum offers changing exhibits—four per year—of
American quilts both vintage and new. While in Winterset,
visit two fabulous quilt shops, a variety of boutique
stores, and an array of other attractions.

68 E. Court Ave., Winterset, IA 50273
Megan Barrett, 515-462-5988
director@iowaquiltmuseum.org
www.iowaquiltmuseum.org

Matchstick Marvels
See monuments brought to life with more than 7 
million matchsticks (yes, matchsticks) at Matchstick
Marvels in Gladbrook, Iowa. Since 1977 artist Patrick
Acton has created more than 70 models of both 
historical and fictional significance that groups will enjoy
discovering throughout the museum. Among the 
marvels you will see are the US Capitol, the USS Iowa
Battleship, a brontosaurus, a bald eagle, and the Space
Shuttle Challenger. With a tour you will receive two
complimentary admissions for your driver and escort.

319 Second St., Gladbrook, IA 50635
JoAnn Ruopp, 641-473-2410, glbktheater@iowatelecom.net

www.matchstickmarvels.com

National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library
The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa allows groups to dive deep into
Czech and Slovak history. Encounter rotating exhibitions
that will take you through the lives and challenges of
immigrants, soldiers, families and artists. Visitors will
also see replica items—think puppets, a Communist
watch-tower and police car. The attraction reveals 
important facts about Czechoslovakia’s attempt to
gain freedom from the Soviet Union.

1400 Inspiration Place SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Carrie Kriz, 319-362-8500, ext. 194
ckriz@ncsml.org • www.ncsml.org

Riverboat Twilight
Looking for a truly authentic piece of Americana?
What better way to experience the majesty of the
country’s mighty Mississippi River and its iconic
sights than to hop on board the Riverboat Twilight.
Groups can book discounted tours ranging up to two
full days, all of which travel within Iowa and offer 
incredible sights at every turn. The two-day cruise is
chock full of onboard entertainment and delicious
meals and is sure to provide a relaxing experience for
passengers of all ages.

Front Street Pier, LeClaire, IA 52753
Carrie Stier, 800-331-1467

info@riverboattwilight.com • www.riverboattwilight.com

Holland Tulip Time
Every year for nine spectacular days, Holland, 
Michigan comes alive in brilliant shades encompassing
all the colors of the rainbow. Over five million tulips
reach their peak bloom in May, and the town celebrates
with a festival unlike any other. Dutch garb, hundreds
of klompen dancers, tasty treats, carnivals and of
course millions of captivating tulips are on display 
for visitors and locals alike. This nearly 100-year-old
tradition makes May a perfect time to plan a visit to
Holland and the surrounding region.

42 W. 8th St., Holland, MI 49423
Annika Smeenge, 616-396-4221, Ext. 112

groups@tuliptime.com • www.tuliptime.com

Tibbits Opera House
Step back in time and experience the power of opera
inside this iconic theater, which stands as the second
oldest in the state of Michigan. It has stood the test 
of time and continues to offer visitors an unparalleled
experience with a wide variety of performances year
around that provide something for all ages. Group
rates are available as well as customizable tours that
make this the perfect reason to stop and explore the
charming town of Coldwater.

14 S. Hanchett St., Coldwater, MI 49036
Tirsha Odisher, 517-278-6029

boxoffice@tibbits.org • www.tibbits.org

The Grand Opera House
Those who visit The Grand Opera House in Dubuque,
Iowa are in for a grand time in a magnificent theater
venue. The Grand Opera House is always producing
the classics, whether it’s The Nutcracker, The Lion
King or a tribute to Frank Sinatra. While seated close
to the stage, your group will get an amazing view of
the actors and orchestral accompaniments from any
angle. Conveniently located near more than 10 hotels
and attractions, the theater is an ideal complement to
your itinerary.

135 W. Eighth St., Dubuque, IA 52001
Michelle Blanchard, 563-588-1305
boxoffice@thegrandoperahouse.com

www.thegrandoperahouse.com/group-rates

Great River Shakespeare Festival
For over 16 years the Great River Shakespeare Festival
has been Minnesota’s premier Shakespeare festival.
Season 17 will feature “The Tempest” and “The Taming
of the Shrew” by William Shakespeare as well as an
adaptation of “Great Expectations” and the hit one-man
play, “Every Brilliant Thing”. The festival offers special
events for groups such as backstage tours, panel 
discussions with the actors, and more - all in the
beautiful river town of Winona. Contact GRSF to 
coordinate your visit to the festival as well as to other
area attractions - such as the nationally renowned
Minnesota Marine Art Museum. 

450 Johnson St., Winona, MN 55987
Eileen Moeller, 507-474-9376, eileenm@grsf.org

groupsales@grsf.org • www.grsf.org
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“Scholarship and showmanship.” Two
words that describe Abraham Lincoln

as well as the world-class historical center
devoted to him. The Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum (ALPLM),
opened in 2004, and is one of the newest
presidential centers. Despite its novelty, it 
has already become one of the nation’s most 
popular centers thanks to its extensive 
collection and interactive displays.

The ALPLM houses an unmatched collection
of Lincoln-related artifacts, along with a 
comprehensive assembly of Illinois history.
The Treasures Gallery houses a rotating 
assortment of items related to the Lincolns’
lives, including family photographs, intricate
dishware, and priceless crystal. In the 
Union Theater, groups are surrounded by
layered digital projection screens that 
immerse them in the film “Lincoln’s Eyes,” a 
dramatic telling of the hope, vision, sorrow
and resolve of Abraham Lincoln. 

Children get a hands-on experience in 
Mrs. Lincoln’s Attic. They can try on tradi-
tional clothing from Lincoln’s time, including
his suit, his wife Mary’s dress, or the uniform

of a Civil War soldier. The Ghosts of the 
Library presentation introduces groups to
Lincoln, his life, and his family through the
unique use of Holavision. This holographic
technology allows “ghosts” to interact with
real-life actors to tell tales from the past.

While the permanent exhibits and shows
continue to draw visitors from across the
country, the ALPLM also welcomes acclaimed
temporary collections that encourage people
to return again and again. Spies, Traitors,
Saboteurs:  Fear and Freedom in America -
a critically acclaimed, national touring exhibit
from the International Spy Museum comes 
to the ALPLM. Spies, Traitors, Saboteurs 
reveals nine major events in history when
Americans were threatened by enemies
within United States borders. This exhibit 
depicts how the government and the public
responded, highlighting the evolution of U.S.
counterintelligence and homeland security 
efforts, as well as examining the challenge 
of securing our nation without compromising
the civil liberties upon which it was founded.
For this exhibit run only, the professional 
historians, researchers and storytellers at the

ALPLM are also creating an exclusive 
new segment called “Spies in the Civil War”
revealing a fascinating, largely untold history
of the war between the states. The exhibit
opens Friday March 27, 2020 in the Illinois
Gallery at the ALPLM.

There is so much to see and do at the
ALPLM, groups will have more than enough
to keep them entertained. In fact, organizers
may want to add another day to the agenda
to allow plenty of time to explore everything
the library and museum has to offer.

Groups interested in visiting the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 
can contact the Springfield Convention and
Visitors’ Bureau. The team will help reserve a
groups’ trip and provide useful information 
to organizers to help them make the most of
their visit.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
Patty Knepler
Director of Marketing and Guest Experience
217-524-7219
PresidentLincoln.illinois.gov

Stories Come to Life at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum

SITE INSPECTIONSI

Groups discover the life of the nation’s 16th president through immersive exhibits and displays
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WHAT TO SEE

Mall of America
Inside Mall of America, you’ll find more than just your
typical shopping experience. Entertainment, culinary
delights and even roller coasters are just a few of the
highlights of this spectacular mall – the largest of its
kind in the United States with more than 520 stores.
Mall of America offers incredible deals to groups 
including complimentary VIP Shopping Packages,
tax-free shopping on clothing and shoes, discounts 
at restaurants and attractions, and more.

60 E. Broadway, Bloomington, MN 55425
Samantha Sommers, 952-883-8499

samantha.sommers@moa.net
www.mallofamerica.com

Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Home to masterpieces by Turner, Monet, Renoir, Van
Gogh, Cassatt, Gauguin, Picasso and many more, the
Minnesota Marine Art Museum invites you to explore
the ongoing and historic human relationship with
water through their collection. MMAM also presents
historical and contemporary exhibitions throughout the
year and hosts educational experiences for thousands
of people each year. 

800 Riverview Drive, Winona, MN 55987
507-474-6626, hello@mmam.org

www.mmam.org

Mark Twain Boyhood Home 
and Museum
Nestled in the heart of historic downtown Hannibal,
MO, the museum comprises seven buildings, six of
which are on the National Register of Historic Places,
that inspired much of Mark Twain’s work. See first-
hand the Boyhood Home where Sam Clemens, the 
future Mark Twain, grew up and where Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn were inspired. Explore the home
for the inspiration of Becky Thatcher, and  J. M. Clemens
Justice of the Peace Office, where Sam’s father held
court. Visit the two-story Museum Gallery featuring
interactive exhibits, the Norman Rockwell Gallery and
treasured Clemens family artifacts.

120 N. Main, Hannibal, MO 63401
Group Reservations, 573-221-9010, Ext. 409

reservations@marktwainmuseum.org
www.marktwainmuseum.org

Missouri Star Quilt Co.
What began as a small family-business has flourished
into a must-see for any quilter. Located in Hamilton,
Missouri, the Missouri Star Quilt Co. is owned by
YouTube “Sewlebrity” Jenny Doan and her family and
draws patrons from every corner of the world. Shop
12 uniquely themed fabric shops, attend a retreat, or
choose from a variety of sewing and quilting classes.
With the company bringing in some of the best 
designers and quilters in the industry, this destination
is a quilter’s paradise.

114 N. Davis St., Hamilton, MO 64644
Meg Gazaway, 888-571-1122
meg@missouriquiltco.com

www.visitmsqc.com

Nicholas-Beazley 
Aviation Museum
The Nicholas-Beazley Aviation Museum features 
interactive exhibits, some designed especially with
young people in mind; videotaped personal stories;
restored aircraft; aviation-related exhibits; 
memorabilia.

1985 S. Odell, Marshall, MO 65340
Christi Bentley, 660-886-2630
mccnbam@mmuonline.net
www.nicholasbeazley.org

Saint Louis Art Museum
Located in the heart of historic Forest Park, the 
Saint Louis Art Museum is one of the nation's leading
comprehensive art museums, with collections that 
include works of exceptional quality from virtually
every culture and time period. Permanent collections
include paintings by van Gogh and Rembrandt, while
rotating exhibits showcase contemporary artists. 
Beyond the collection, the museum offers unique
shopping and dining experiences to help make your
visit more enjoyable.

One Fine Arts Drive, Forest Park
Saint Louis, MO 63110

314-655-5469, tours@slam.org
www.slam.org

Ya Ya’s Alpaca Farm
Located 45 miles south of Kansas City in Cass
County, Ya Ya’s Alpaca Farm is a unique spot for 
animal lovers young and old. Let them show you their
passion for alpacas in a guided 90-minute education
farm tour fit for families, kids and groups. Learn, 
feed and photograph their 35-plus alpacas. Browse
the store for great alpaca products and receive a
demonstration of the machines used to make alpaca
fiber products. The 50-seat air-conditioned/heated 
auditorium is perfect for holding small events.  

30200 E. 275th St., Garden City, MO 64747
Karl Blandin, 816-213-7555

Cowdog337@gmail.com • www.yayasalpacafarm.com

Cincinnati Railway Company
The Cincinnati Railway is a luxurious excursion offering
an exclusive and relaxing, service-oriented travel 
experience in vintage rail cars. The Cincinnati Railway
Company operates two independently owned 1950s
rail cars, the Moonlight Dome and Birch Grove Sleeper,
used for private charters on regularly scheduled 
Amtrak routes. With both cars being based in Chicago,
you can connect to virtually all regularly scheduled
Amtrak trains. Accommodating groups as small 
as two or as large as 24, this railway excursion is a
once-in-a-lifetime vacation for family and friends. 

11013 Kenwood Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45242
Brian Collins, 513-791-7245

info@cincinnatirailway.com • www.cincinnatirailway.com

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, situated in Northeast
Ohio, takes you through 26 miles of Cuyahoga Valley
National Park (CVNP). Providing interactive, educational
and entertainment programs onboard and accessibility
to CVNP, the railroad attracts more than 200,000 tourists
from around the world each year. CVSR runs from 
Independence, OH to Akron, OH, allowing passengers
to experience the breathtaking scenery, historic towns,
majestic wildlife, deep forests, rolling hills and open
farmlands. Along the route groups can discover nearby
attractions, restaurants and accommodations.  

1630 Mill St. W., Peninsula, OH 44264
Anna Hanigosky, 234-759-0086

ahanigosky@cvsr.com • www.cvsr.org
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Southwest Illinois is home to a myriad of
unique attractions and charming towns.

It is also the only location in America where
two of our nation’s legendary roadways merge
alongside the confluence of three great rivers. 
Road trippers seeking to savor one of the

most scenic drives in the country can journey
down historic Route 66 from Virden to just
outside St. Louis, where they will encounter 
a slew of attractions from the classic to 
the quirky that make Route 66 famous. 
Adventurers can also shift gears and merge
onto the Meeting of the Great Rivers National
Scenic Byway, where they will experience 
the shimmering brilliance of the junction of
the Missouri, Mississippi and Illinois rivers.
Here are some memorable stops travelers can
make along the way:

Route 66
When you’re cruising down Route 66 and

hunger strikes, visit one of the oldest American
restaurants on the legendary highway. The
Ariston Café in Litchfield opened its doors
in 1924 and is one of the oldest continually-
operational Route 66 restaurants. Another
venerable stop is Doc’s Soda Fountain in 
Girard, which was established in 1884. The
original soda fountain was added in 1929 and
today, Doc’s offers old-fashioned sodas,
breakfast, lunch, dinner, pies and ice cream. 

Henry’s Rabbit Ranch in Staunton is a
roadside wonder that lets travelers take a
trip back to yesteryear with its collection of
highway and trucking memorabilia and historic
vehicles including a collection of Volkswagen
Rabbits. Henry’s is also home to actual rabbits,
some of who have been trained to perform
tricks. Another fun stop is the Pink Elephant
Antique Mall in Livingston, a mall that
boasts larger than life sculptures including a
pink elephant, the iconic Muffler Man,
Uniroyal Gal and even the Twistee Treat, which
is also an antique diner. The mall also features
two floors of antiques with a wide range 
of merchandise from more than 50 vendors, 
a retro ice cream shop and a fudge and 
candy shop.
For an Instagram-worthy group photo, the

World’s Largest Catsup Bottle in Collinsville
provides a perfect backdrop. A 170-foot-tall
refurbished water tower, the Catsup Bottle
was built in 1949 and is recognized the world
over as an excellent example of 20th century
roadside Americana. 

Great River Road
On a guided tour at the Lewis and Clark

State Historic Site in Hartford, travelers can
follow the trail taken by Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark who explored the western United
States from 1803 to 1804. This location is

National Trail Site No. 1 on the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail and is at the southern
end of the meeting of the Great Rivers Scenic
Route. For a spectacular view of the Missouri
and Mississippi rivers and the surrounding 
village of Hartford, visitors can ascend the
Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower that stands
180 feet tall. 
Not to be outdone, the new Grafton Sky

Tour aerial lift at Aerie’s Resort and Winery
enables guests to soar over the Mississippi
bluffs and enjoy breathtaking views. At the
resort, visitors can tour the winery and enjoy
wine tastings, fine dining and live entertain-
ment. Another outstanding stop near Grafton
is Pere Marquette State Park, an 8,050-acre
protected area along the Illinois River that is
the largest state park in Illinois. 
Visiting the historic Village of Elsah is

akin to taking a journey back in time. Listed
on the National Register of Historic Places,
Elsah’s impeccably preserved buildings and
quiet surroundings give visitors a glimpse of
the past thanks to its quaint stone houses, lush
gardens, cozy inns and homestyle eateries. 

This one-of-a-kind region showcases historic Route 66 and the extraordinary Great River Road
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GREAT RIVERS & ROUTES 
TOURISM BUREAU
Katie Bennett, Tourism Sales Manager
kbennett@riversandroutes.com, 618-465-6676
RiversandRoutes.com

Explore the Great Rivers and
Routes of Southwest Illinois
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WHAT TO SEE

JACK Thistledown Racino
JACK Thistledown Racino is a historic entertainment
destination with 1,440 VLT’s, live thoroughbred and
simulcast racing. Nestled in the Cleveland suburb 
of North Randall, Ohio, JACK Thistledown food and
beverage offerings include signature restaurant 
Millcreek Grille, Nonna Pazza pasta bar, Cleo’s sports
bar, two quick-serve food outlets, a lounge and two
indoor bars. Founded in 1925, JACK Thistledown is
home to the Ohio Derby and is a mainstay on America’s
thoroughbred horseracing circuit.

21501 Emery Rd., North Randall, OH 44128
Julian Basak216-662-8600

JTDBus@jackentertainment.com
www.jackentertainment.com/thistledown/busgroups

Fireside Dinner Theatre
The Fireside Dinner Theatre is one of the Midwest’s
most popular entertainment destinations. It is also
the only Actor’s Equity dinner theater in Wisconsin.
The Klopcic family is proud to celebrate more than
55 years of hospitality in the charming and historic
city of Fort Atkinson. Guests are invited to browse
through spectacular gift shops, relax in the lounge
with a refreshing drink, enjoy a superb dining 
experience and finally, enjoy a live professional
show in the intimate theater-in-the-round.

1131 Janesville Ave.Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
Jean Flynn, 800-477-9505
jean@firesidetheatre.com
www.firesidetheatre.com

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
The Jelly Belly Visitor Center in Pleasant Prairie offers
free train tours through its warehouse where guests
learn about the Jelly Belly jelly bean making process in
video presentations along the way. The train also travels
by candy displays, giant hanging Jelly Belly beans, and
historic candy making machines. At the end of the tour,
each guest receives a free bag of Jelly Belly jelly beans. 

10100 Jelly Belly Lane, Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158
Joy Basco, 262-947-3891

pptours@jellybelly.com • www.jellybelly.com/wisconsin
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With picturesque landscapes and bustling
cites, America is a majestic country

tailor-made for exploration. And what better
way to traverse these lands than by rail?

The Cincinnati Railway Company, with
cars based in Chicago, features luxury railcars
perfectly created for travel throughout the
United States. It operates two independently
owned classic 1950s rail cars (named the
Moonlight Dome and the Birch Grove) that
are used for private charters and are as eye-
catching as they are comfortable. 

A Return to the Past
Once the preferred method of travel for

most Americans, passenger rail offered a 
relaxing, service-oriented travel experience.
While those peaceful trips have mostly 
vanished in today’s fast-paced world, you can
still return to those halcyon days thanks to The
Cincinnati Railway Company. The company’s
investors, who are passionate about private
passenger rail and the nostalgia that accom-
panies it, purchased some of the past’s finest
railcars and tirelessly worked to restore these
gems of railroad engineering. These restora-
tions have not only made these cars more
aesthetically pleasing than they were back in
the 1950s, they are also more comfortable. 

Alluring Vintage Trains
By offering a Dome Car and a companion

Sleeping Car, The Cincinnati Railway Company

can accommodate groups as small as four
and as large as 24. A custom charter excursion
can be designed to meet almost any need.

Moonlight Dome is a 1947 all-stainless-
steel streamliner dome car. It is one of only a
handful of streamliner domes available for
charter in the United States. Moonlight Dome
was recently totally remodeled and upgraded,
making it one of the premier dome cars in 
the nation. The car’s three two-bed suites 
are the largest in the industry, featuring twin
fold-down single beds. Each stateroom has a
closet and full restroom. Nine passengers can
sit comfortably in the spacious rear lounge,
which features a flat screen high-definition
smart TV and a collection of more than 150
classic American movies to enjoy. It also 
offers Wi-Fi, dual mini refrigerators and a
fully stocked premium bar. Upstairs in the
dome area, the train car seats 24 passengers
at six four-top tables. Guests can enjoy a
360-degree view of the surrounding 
countryside as they dine on the finest foods
and drinks or simply sit back and relax as the
country passes by outside the window.  

Birch Grove is a 1950 all-stainless-steel
21-bed streamliner sleeper designed to be 
the companion car to the Moonlight Dome.
Birch Grove features six up and down birth
double bedroom suites and nine single bed
roomettes, which will give guests a peaceful
night’s sleep. The double bedroom suites have
a private toilet and sink and small closet and

can be set up for daytime or nighttime use.
All rooms have a full-sized window to the
outside so guests will never miss any beautiful
sights or lovely sunsets.

Modern Efficiency and Classic Comfort
The Cincinnati Railway Company is uniquely

qualified to offer an array of charter excursions
on regularly scheduled Amtrak routes. With
both cars based in Chicago, they can connect
to virtually all regularly scheduled Amtrak trains
and a custom journey can be designed to
meet almost any need. The Cincinnati Railway
Company prepares intricate details of your
excursion, a detailed itinerary, a personal chef
and additional staff to accompany and serve
you. They offer gourmet meals while in transit
as well as drinks and snacks along the way.
They handle the communication and trip 
approvals through Amtrak while their personal
chef serves as your car attendant and is
available to answer any questions you have.

When it comes to traveling, there’s a 
destination for everyone. The Cincinnati 
Railway Company will help you find yours in
style and comfort.  

There's nothing like seeing America
from a Dome!
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CINCINNATI RAILWAY COMPANY
info@cincinnnatirailway.com
513-791-7245
CincinnatiRailway.com

Ride the Rails in Style

SITE INSPECTIONSI

Your once-in-a-lifetime vacation starts with The Cincinnati Railway Company
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WHAT TO SEE

Mid-Continent Railway Museum
Mid-Continent Railway Museum takes passengers 
on a 55-minute, 7-mile roundtrip excursion through 
rural south-central Wisconsin. Uniformed conductors
collect tickets and share the history of the railroad and
century-old passenger cars during the ride. Onboard
dining is also available on select dates. Before or after
the ride, visitors can explore the museum filled with
dozens of restored locomotives and railcars, most
dating to the early 1900s. Bus parking and a free 
picnic shelter are available.

E8948 Museum Rd., North Freedom, WI 53951
Nancy Kaney, 608-522-4261

inquiries@midcontinent.org • www.midcontinent.org

Milwaukee Public Museum
Travel back to ancient worlds at Milwaukee Public 
Museum’s Crossroads of Civilization exhibit or study
the science of the Earth’s formation in The Third
Planet gallery. MPM has one of the largest and most
diverse collections of North American Indian artifacts
in the country – making their A Tribute to Survival 
exhibit a must see. With over 150,000 square feet of
exhibit space, a real live butterfly garden, and a 
Planetarium and Dome Theater, MPM has something
to satisfy every curiosity.  

800 W. Wells St., Milwaukee, WI 53233
Tim Malenock, 414-278-6174

tim.malenock@mpm.edu • www.mpm.edu

Potawatomi Hotel and Casino
It’s all happening at Potawatomi Hotel & Casino, 
Milwaukee. Open 24/7, the newly expanded Midwest 
entertainment destination features over 2,500 of the
hottest slot machines, nearly 100 table games, bingo,
poker and off-track betting, alongside seven restaurants,
bars, Topgolf® Swing Suite, a 500-seat theater, over
70,000 square feet of event space, a full-service spa and
500 luxury hotel rooms. Plan your visit today to experience
the best in gaming and entertainment—all under one roof.

1721 Canal St., Milwaukee, WI 53233
Day Trips (groups of 10 or more) 
Lisa Pederson, 414-847-7982 
lpederson@paysbig.com

Overnight Trips (groups of 10 of more) 
Sales & Catering, 414-847-8600

sales@paysbig.com • www.paysbig.com

WHERE TO STAY

Crowne Plaza Chicago SW
The newly refurbished Crowne Plaza in Burr Ridge,
Illinois is a luxurious home base for Chicagoland 
getaways. Situated just outside the city, this hotel is 
a haven of quiet relaxation after a day of hustle and
bustle in the Windy City. It offers world-class amenities
to make groups comfortable during their downtime.
The Crowne Plaza Chicago SW is just minutes away
from upscale shopping and dining options in the 
Burr Ridge Village Center.

300 S. Frontage Rd., Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Group Sales, 630-325-2900

info@cpchicagosw.com • www.cpchicagosw.com

Hilton Garden Inn Detroit Troy
The new Hilton Garden Inn Detroit Troy hotel 
contains 114 guest rooms, including executive and
accessible rooms. Located off I-75, just five minutes
from the Somerset Collection luxury mall, the Hilton
Garden Inn features a 24-hour business center and
2,106 square feet of event space. The hotel is a quick
walk to several restaurants and within 10 miles of the
Detroit Zoo and the Troy Historical Village. Guests 
can also reach downtown Detroit in 25 minutes.

200 Wilshire Drive, Troy, MI 48084
248-247-7280

www.detroittroy.hgi.com

Schoenbrunn Inn & 
Conference Center
The Schoenbrunn Inn, a quaint hotel with urban style,
is centrally located in scenic Tuscarawas County, 
the gateway to Amish Country. The Schoenbrunn Inn
is committed to offering its guests a warm welcome
with a memorable experience, bringing them back
time and time again. The hotel offers modern ameni-
ties and exceptional service at a competitive rate. 
The Schoenbrunn Conference Center is a full-service
contemporary event space available for weddings,
banquets, speaking engagements, or any other large
gathering you may be planning.

1186 W. High Ave., New Philadelphia, OH 44663
330-339-4334, info@theschoenbrunn.com

www.theschoenbrunn.com

Ambassador Hotel
Experience the most stunning example of Art Deco 
architecture at the Ambassador, a Milwaukee land-
mark and full service hotel. Off-street tour bus parking
and complimentary shuttle service guarantee easy 
accessibility, and you won’t have to travel far for a
great meal - this hotel offers award-winning restaurants
ranging from a casual coffee shop to upscale fine dining.
Group food and beverage service and customizable
menus ensure that every person leaves the table 
feeling satisfied.  

2308 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53233
Noreen Minessale, 414-345-5060

noreenm@ambassadormilwaukee.com 
www.ambassadormilwaukee.com 

‰
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Colorado
COLORADO SPRINGS—After 126 years of operation, the Pikes Peak Cog Railway has 
undergone a major evaluation and is being completely reimagined in 2021 with updated cars and
a new Pikes Peak Summit Complex that will offer stunning 14,115-foot panoramic views. 
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS—Guests visiting Steamboat this winter will enjoy the new gondola,
which will expand uphill capacity from the base area by nearly 40 percent. The new gondola
will also provide a more seamless experience with cabins flush to the ground, allowing riders
to walk straight on as opposed to stepping up to get into the cabin.
COPPER MOUNTAIN—Copper Mountain visitors can explore 273 acres of expert terrain on
Tucker Mountain with the new Three Bears Chairlift for the 2019-2020 season. This three-
person fixed grip lift, topping out at 12,421 feet, will access terrain that was previously accessible
via Snowcat or hiking only and provide stunning views of the surrounding area. Copper 
Mountain has also begun construction on a new 127-room, four-story hotel with anticipated
completion as early as 2020. The Creekside Hotel will feature an outdoor patio nestled along
West Ten Mile Creek complete with fire pits and hot tubs. 

Idaho
BOISE—Zoo Boise finished
a 2.5-acre, $8.9 million 
expansion in July 2019. The
Gorongosa expansion includes
wild African dogs, baboons,
Nile crocodiles and hyenas.
Proceeds from each zoo 
admission contribute to a
conservation fund supporting
endangered species, and over
$2 million has been donated
to date. 

Kansas
MANHATTAN— Manhattan’s 55,000-
square-foot Dream Car Museum
features an eclectic mix of early roadsters,
muscle cars and exotics. Cruise on down
to Route 66 in the state’s far southeast
corner to Decades of Wheels. The new
downtown Baxter Springs complex 
includes the Café on the Route restaurant,
a Route 66-themed arcade, dessert bar
and bed & breakfast inn. The Decades of
Wheels Museum will showcase collectible
cars and motorcycles from the early
1900s to the 21st century. 
ABILENE—The Eisenhower 
Presidential Library and Museum has unveiled 25,000 square feet of new exhibits with
technological components, artifacts and new stories that explore Eisenhower’s pre-WWII 
career assignments. One new interactive feature tells the story of “Becoming Ike and Mamie.”
Another interactive helps visitors understand the impacts of the Cold War during the Eisenhower
Administration. Using newly digitized and never-before-seen footage from the National Archives,
new mini-theaters offer visitors the opportunity to hear Ike’s words firsthand on events and 
issues from D-Day to world peace.

Montana 
BIG SKY—As part of its multi-million-dollar renovation, Big Sky Resort completed lift 
upgrades in its network to serve the highest vertical in the United States. Challenger Lift is a
high-speed triple with conveyor loading. It is 25% faster than the old Challenger Lift. Big
Sky Resort’s new six-place, heated, covered, bubble Powder Seeker Lift is up and running with
faster, more comfortable service. 

FRONTIER/
MOUNTAIN WEST

New developments provide fresh ideas for tour planners

‰

INSIDE
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Utah
SPRINGDALE—Cable Mountain Lodge recently opened The Spa at Cable Mountain
Lodge, which offers luxury services to guests after a day of activities in Mother Nature’s
playground. With Zion National Park at its doorstep and the Virgin River running behind the
property, the area’s outdoor environment inspired the spa’s design and treatments. The facility
includes six treatment rooms, private lockers, showers, a lemongrass eucalyptus-infused
steam room and whirlpool. A coed relaxation lounge offers a lighted salt wall, moving art,
fresh fruit and healthy beverages to create a serene location to rest before and after treatments.
Spa treatments draw from the surrounding natural environment and include offerings such
as the Emerald Pools Gemstone
Massage that draws from healing
powers of the area. Guests will 
discover their energy spectrum 
profile in this unique treatment, which
also includes quartz crystal-infused
oils and vibrational energy mists. 

Nebraska
LINCOLN—The 49-room Kindler
Hotel blends the spirit of Lincoln’s
heritage, neoclassical architecture,
and sophisticated accommodations to
create a boutique hotel experience
Lincoln has never seen. The hotel’s
event space (a restored historic 
ballroom) is an ideal backdrop for
productive meetings, engaging conferences and spirited celebrations. Boitano’s Lounge offers
craft cocktails and bar bites developed by Brian Boitano – world renowned Olympic Skater and
Food Network star. 

South Dakota
RAPID CITY—City of Presidents, a series of
life-size bronze statues of U.S. presidents along
the streets and sidewalks of downtown Rapid
City, just added a statue of the 44th president,
Barack Obama. Created by local sculptor 
James Van Nuys, it portrays Obama at his first
inauguration, with the president and his daughter
Sasha both waving to the crowd. The City of
Presidents project began in 2000 to honor the
legacy of the American presidency. Each of the
sculptures is privately funded, and the pattern of placement was chosen to maintain a coherent
structure and eliminate any sense of favoritism or political gain. The statues serve as the
gateway to the nation’s most famous presidential shrine: Mount Rushmore National Memorial. 

Wyoming
CHEYENNE—Wyoming Parks and Cultural Resources opened the Quebec 01 Missile
Alert Facility just north of Cheyenne in August 2019. This new Cold War attraction will
highlight the role played by FE Warren Air Force Base and its nuclear deterrent mission. The
site will offer the opportunity to see a military installation that was “hidden in plain sight” and
controlled one of the most destructive nuclear weapons ever built by the United States. 

After being closed for a four-year restoration and rehabilitation project, the Wyoming
State Capitol is now open to the public. A beautiful example of Renaissance Revival 
architecture, the Wyoming Capitol building was listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places in 1973 and designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987. During the renovation,
arches, ceilings and windows were brought back to their original, grand heights. Workers 
discovered several historical gems, including brass panels from an antique elevator, several
covered vault doors, Corinthian-style columns, an original 1888 trompe l’oeil painting and
more than 20 original skylights.  

‰

Pikes Peak Welcome Center
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WHERE TO GO

Visit Durango
Nestled in the southwestern corner of Colorado, Durango
provides an authentic western experience, with all the
big-city amenities, for your ad hoc, series or special
interest tour. Experience historic hotels, the Durango
Silverton Narrow Gauge Road, Mesa Verde National
Park, dining/entertainment at the Bar D Ranch, hot
springs, archaeological digs, rafting, hiking, ghost tours,
and much more. Visit Durango can help you design
custom itineraries, determine lodging availability, find
group dining options, attractions/activities, step-on-guide
recommendations, and photography/video resources
to create a top-selling tour.

802 Main Ave., Durango, CO 80301
Marsha Wilson, Sales Manager, 970-459-9055
marsha@durango.org • www.durango.org

Tour Colorado
Colorado is known for its national landmarks, soaring
mountains, historic trains and wildlife. Whether your
tour includes visiting our national parks, riding our
trains, or traveling through the Colorado Rockies,
you’ll find towns and cities in every corner of our state
with farm-to-table restaurants, unique museums and
one-of-a-kind shopping. We invite you to visit Colorado
Springs, Manitou Springs, Canon City, Durango, Cortez,
Grand Junction, Glenwood Springs, Greeley, Boulder,
or Denver where you will find artists, antique shops,
brewpubs, distillers and a wide variety of activities.

P.O. Box 4017, Durango, CO 81301
Julianne Fredrick, 888-401-4330

info@tourcolorado.org • www.tourcolorado.org

Visit Colorado Springs
Known as Olympic City USA, this vibrant destination
is home to amazing outdoor exploration and 
offers distinctive western charm.  Exciting activities, 
amazing attractions, stunning scenery, art, culture 
and history provide memorable experiences at every
turn. Opening in 2020, the U.S. Olympic Museum and
Hall of Fame.  

515 S. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Floy Kennedy, 719-685-7635

floy@visitcos.com • www.visitcos.com

Boise Convention & Visitors Bureau
Boise, the capital of Idaho, is a safe and friendly 
place that offers big-city amenities with small-town
feel and charm. Boise is a vibrant city with four mild
seasons surrounded by forest and foothills with 
190 miles of hiking and biking trails, a ski mountain
16 miles away, a 25-mile greenbelt pathway that runs
through the city, world-class whitewater rafting, a
strong arts and food scene, Basque culture and wine,
craft beer, sports, music and events.

1101 W. Front. St., Suite 100, Boise, ID 83702
Taylor Williamson, 208-472-5204

twilliamson@boisecvb.org • www.boise.org

Idaho Tourism – 
Idaho Department of Commerce
Idaho Tourism builds the state economy by 
promoting Idaho as a visitor destination on a national
and international level. The team uses strategic 
marketing and public relations to create awareness 
of Idaho’s attractions and foster sustainable growth.

P.O. Box 83720, 700 W. State St., Boise, ID 83720
Amy Alpers, 208-334-2470

Amy.alpers@tourism.idaho.gov • www.visitidaho.org

Western Montana’s 
Glacier Country
Jaw-dropping landscapes, charming small towns 
and relaxing outdoor activities are part of Western
Montana’s allure. Cozy lodging and western hospitality
abound. Missoula boasts renowned culinary, art 
and live music scenes, and Kalispell offers breweries 
and exceptional dining. A Glaciers to Geysers tour
combines Glacier and Yellowstone national parks, 
a two-nation vacation ties the Blackfeet Nation and 
Glacier National Park with Waterton Lakes and Banff,
and Eastern Washington Wine Country also pairs well
with Glacier Country. 

4852 Kenrick Place, Missoula, MT 59808
Debbie Picard, 406-532-3234 or 800-956-6537
Debbie@glaciermt.com • www.glaciermt.com

Lincoln CVB
Commonly known as the best-kept secret in the 
Midwest, Lincoln is a destination that is sure to exceed
your expectations. Visitors from around the world fall
in love with Lincoln’s small-town charm with big-
city amenities. “Lincoln offers the true Nebraskan
experience that groups are sure to find unique and
enjoy,” according to Kelsey Meyer, Lincoln Convention
and Visitors Bureau Sales Development Manager.
Whether your stay is one day, one week or longer, the
tours in Lincoln put together for you will keep you quite
entertained. Lincoln offers a wide variety of experiences
and world-class attractions. 

3 Landmark Centre, 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 
Lincoln, NE 68508

Kelsey Meyer, 402-436-2310
kmeyer@lincoln.org • www.lincoln.org

North Dakota Tourism
Theodore Roosevelt National Park covers more than
70,000 acres and contains approximately 100 miles of
trails, wildlife viewing and opportunities for hiking and
camping. Fargo is the most populous city in the state
and is home to North Dakota State University, featuring
the seven-time FCS national champion Bison football
team. The International Peace Garden is a symbol of
peace among Canada and the United States, Manitoba
and North Dakota. It contains acres of uninterrupted
prairie and cactus gardens that feature more than
5,000 cacti. 

1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 2, Bismarck, ND 58502
Deanne Cunningham, CTIS

701-328-2502, decunningham@nd.gov
www.ndtourism.com

Sioux Falls–The Heart of America
South Dakota’s largest city is conveniently located at
I-29 and I-90. The heart of the city features the beautiful
123-acre Falls Park with a triple waterfall flowing 
over sparkling pink quartzite. Steps away is a vibrant
downtown bustling with recreation, shopping, dining,
arts, and culture. Request your custom guide today.

200 N. Phillips Ave., Suite 102, Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Jackie Wentworth, 605-373-2028
jwentworth@siouxfalls.com

www.visitsiouxfalls.com/tours-are-here
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WHAT TO SEE

Candlelight Dinner Playhouse
Located in the heart of Northern Colorado, less than
one hour from Denver sits the Candlelight Dinner
Playhouse, Colorado’s largest, professional dinner
theater. Featuring Broadway musicals and a variety of
concerts, the Candlelight brings amazing, exciting 
entertainment to our patrons. With so many adventures
awaiting you in our area, the Candlelight is a fantastic
way to end a day of horseback riding, brewery touring,
shopping, or enjoying art. Book your group at the
Candlelight now.

4747 Marketplace Drive, Johnstown, CO 80534
Allison Clark, 970-744-3753

groups@coloradocandlelight.com
www.coloradocandlelight.com

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
Ride 64 miles of ever-changing scenery powered by
coal-fired steam. Travel through tunnels, over trestles,
and around volcanic spires. Enjoy the full-day trip 
with three different coach options, the included lunch,
and the open-air car everyone is welcome to visit.
Come and experience the Authentic West.

5234 B Hwy. 285, Antonito, CO 81120
Corrine Williams, 575-219-3302
groups@cumbrestoltec.com

www.cumbrestoltec.com/groups

Durango & Silverton 
Narrow Gauge Railroad
Named “One of the World’s Top Ten Most Exciting
Train Rides,” the Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad in Durango, Colorado does not 
disappoint. Groups enjoy year-round rides on this
over-130-year-old train that takes you through some
of the state’s most beautiful landscapes. While 
taking in picture-perfect scenes of the mountains,
waterfalls and wildlife, you’ll feel like you have
stepped back in time to the Wild West, and depending
on the package you choose, revel in a wine or brew
tasting experience.

479 Main Ave., Durango, CO 81301
Group Sales, 970-259-3372

groups@durangotrain.com • www.durangotrain.com
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WHERE TO STAY

YMCA of the Rockies
YMCA of the Rockies offers groups a spectacular
backdrop to rejuvenate, reconnect and relish in the
beauty of nature and wilderness. Its two locations—
Estes Park and Snow Mountain Ranch—are situated
along the Continental Divide and Rocky Mountain 
National Park, and both are filled with scenic valleys,
streams, majestic forests and wildlife. Lodging is 
affordable and groups can rent cabins or vacation
homes to experience an authentic Rockies getaway.
The Y is ideal for vacations, reunions, spiritual retreats
and adventure-minded groups.

Estes Park, CO & Winter Park, CO
Group Sales, 888-777-9622

info@ymcarockies.org • www.ymcarockies.org

WHAT TO SEE

Coeur D’Alene Casino
At the foothills of the Bitterroot Mountains in Worley,
ID, the 60,000-square-foot casino, home to the more
million dollar jackpots than any casino in the inland
northwest, features more than 1,300 gaming machines,
video blackjack, bingo and off-track betting. With the
latest video gaming machines being added monthly,
gamers always something new to look forward to. The
resort offers over 300 guest rooms, a world-class spa
and championship golf, making it the perfect getaway
spot. Come as a group and receive exclusive perks,
including a complimentary private charter boat cruise
on Coeur d’Alene Lake, discounts, promotions and
much more.

37914 S. Nukwalqw St., Worley, ID 83876
800-523-2464

www.cdacasino.com
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FRONTIER / MOUNTAIN WEST REGION

Fairfield Inn & Suites Idaho Falls
Whether you are passing through on your way to 
Yellowstone, Grand Tetons, or spending time in Idaho
Falls for business, you never have to skip a beat at 
the Fairfield Inn Idaho Falls. Keep your fitness routine
while travelling, or you can relax by our indoor pool;
our hotel has many amenities for you. We offer a
complimentary full hot breakfast, indoor pool, fitness
center, and topnotch service that will make you want
to return. 

1293 W. Broadway, Idaho Falls, ID 83402
Justine Moraca, 208-552-7378

Justinem@intermountainhotels.com
www.marriott/idafi
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Alaska
Victory Cruise Lines, operated by American Queen Steamboat Company, is building
its third vessel, the 200-passenger Ocean Victory. The ship will sail in Alaska on seven- to
10-night voyages through September 2021. Onboard amenities include two restaurants, an
open-deck dining area, observation and lectures lounges, piano bar, library, gym, spa and
swimming pool with a pool bar and Jacuzzi. The vessel’s small size and low draw will allow it 
to dock in Alaska ports not accessible to larger cruise ships. 

California
INGLEWOOD – Scheduled to open prior to the 2020 NFL season, SoFi Stadium in 
Inglewood will serve as the home to the Los Angeles Rams and Los Angeles Chargers of the
National Football League. The stadium is scheduled to host Super Bowl LVI in February 2022
and the College Football Playoff National Championship in 2023. The $4.9 billion stadium
covers 298 acres and will hold a capacity of 70,240 for football games. 
LONG BEACH –  In partnership with Cunard Line, the Queen Mary in Long Beach has 
unveiled a new, permanent exhibition, The Cunard Story. The exhibition showcases Cunard's
179-year history, its relationship with the Queen Mary, its founder's vision, the ships it 
inspired, global maritime policies and technological innovation. The Cunard Story chronicles

the company's legacy through artifacts, photographs and film, and features an “immigration
salon” that allows visitors to digitally explore ancestry databases. 
OAKVILLE – 1881 Napa, Napa Valley’s first wine history museum and tasting salon, has
opened in a historic Victorian home in Oakville. Created by Jean-Charles Boisset, proprietor of
the Boisset Collection, it has an extensive collection of wine artifacts from Europe and the United
States and is next to Oakville Grocery. The two centerpieces of the space—a 48-light Baccarat
crystal Zenith chandelier and a reproduction of an 1895 map of Napa County on canvas hanging
from the ceiling—provide a dramatic environment for exploring the displays surrounding the
tasting room. 
SAN DIEGO – The San Diego Zoo announced a $69 million new
children’s zoo to be completed in Spring 2021. The new exhibit
will give kids greater opportunities to discover the natural world
through play and will be designed to help children develop empathy
and better understand and identify with wildlife. Families will be
able to venture through four ecosystems—communities of plants
and animals that have unique adaptations for their environment.
More than 100 species will reside on the 2.3-acre space.
VENTURA COUNTY – From October 2019 through April 2020, the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library will be home to Egypt’s
Lost Cities. This exhibition contains monumental statues, religious
images carved in stone, exquisite jewelry and more; all lost more
than 1,200 years ago to the rising tide of the Mediterranean Sea,
only to be found two decades ago by underwater archaeologist Franck Goddio. 

Nevada
BOULDER CITY – After several successful seasons of springtime operations, 
Rail Explorers, the family-friendly, outdoor-adventure attraction featuring pedal-powered
rail bikes, began year-round tours in October 2019. Located in Boulder City, Nevada, Rail 
Explorers offers exhilarating, guided excursions in two- or four-seat rail bikes along the 
same tracks used during construction of the dam. All rides start at the Nevada State Railroad
Museum and continue downhill to Railroad Pass. 

‰

INSIDE

WEST
Groups can enjoy two new 

football stadiums, a children’s zoo and 
a wine history museum
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LAS VEGAS – The soon-to-be Las Vegas Raiders are scheduled to open their new 
stadium on the Las Vegas Strip prior to the beginning of the 2020 NFL season. Construction
of the $1.8 billion stadium, named Allegiant Stadium, began in September of 2017 and is
scheduled to cover 62 acres and hold a capacity of 65,000 for football games. The stadium
will serve as the home for both the Raiders and the UNLV Rebels football program. It will
also host the annual Las Vegas Bowl.

Oregon
BEND – Mt. Bachelor, one of the largest ski resorts in the U.S., is currently adding to its 
learning and family terrain with the addition of the new Woodward Mountain Park. The 
additions include three new lifts (two surface lifts and one fixed grip quad) and three different
venues, each designed specifically for learners, experimenters and performers. Mt. Bachelor’s
Sunrise Lodge base area was also remodeled in order to elevate architecture as well as
streamline mountain processes. 
EUGENE – Historic Hayward Field, on the campus of the University of Oregon, is 
scheduled to complete its renovations in 2020. The renovations will be completed in time for
Hayward Field to host the NCAA Track & Field meets, the 2020 Olympic Trials for Track & Field
and in 2021, the World Championships with athletes from 200 countries. 20x21 Mural Project
is a collaboration between the Lane Arts Council and the Eugene Arts & Business Alliance to
install 20 murals around downtown Eugene painted 
by international artists. These beautiful murals are
mostly located in the downtown area can be accessed by
car, by bike (and pub cycle that holds 14 people) or walking. 
MEDFORD AND THE ROGUE VALLEY – 
Naumes Suncrest Winery and Ryan Rose Tasting
Room have added tasting rooms to their vineyard 
properties, while one of the Rogue Valley’s newest 
labels, Anchor Valley Wine, has opened a quaint tasting
spot in historic downtown Jacksonville. 
PORTLAND – Visitors can see Portland through the eyes
of a local with a variety of new tours. 

The Portland Makers Walking Tour from The Big Foody samples a selection of artisanal food and
drink in the Central Eastside, Taste Portland Tours has a new Portland Brunch Tour and Forktown
Food Tours offers a variety of niche food tours including Gluten Free and Sippin’ and Strollin.
SEASIDE – The Seaside Civic & Convention Center recently finished a $15 million 
renovation. Renovations and upgrades to ballrooms, offices, the lobby, lighting, storage and
more are among the major changes, as the facility grew from 46,000 square feet to 55,000
square feet.

Washington
ENUMCLAW – The new Thunder Dome Car Museum recently opened and features a wide
array of classic American muscle cars, vintage sports cars, and exotic imports. The museum 
features more than 80 classic vehicles spanning five decades of automotive history. Thunder
Dome’s collection highlights unique Hotrods and muscle cars from a private collection and 
includes both domestic and foreign manufacturers. 
SEATTLE – Started in Spring of 2019 and with plans to finish sometime in 2024, 
the Waterfront Seattle Program aims at transforming Seattle's central waterfront. 
The project includes the removal of both the Alaskan Way viaduct and the replacement of the 
Elliott Bay seawall as well as the important utility infrastructure and implementation of new
Alaskan Way and Elliott Way surface streets. 

‰

SoFi Stadium will be home to the 
Los Angeles Rams and Los Angeles Chargers 

beginning in 2020.

2020 GTD_70-76 pp1.qxp_Layout 1  11/9/19  9:17 PM  Page 71



WHERE TO GO

Visit Sacramento
Sacramento is buzzing with possibilities for group
tours and has become a hotspot for history, culture
and culinary delights. Enjoy the charming architecture
of the Old Sacramento Waterfront, admire master-
pieces at the Crocker Art Museum and learn about
Golden State history in Capitol Park. Younger visitors
will enjoy Fairytale Town, where children can explore
oversized playsets based on Mother Goose and Peter
Rabbit. Sacramento is also known as “America’s
Farm-to-Fork Capital” thanks to its proximity to 
farmland that produces amazing seasonal flavors.

1608 I St., Sacramento, CA 95814
Nick Leonti, 916-808-1482

nleonti@visitsacramento.com
www.visitsacramento.com/groups

Visit Lewis Clark Valley
The Lewis Clark Valley is the hub of Inland Pacific
Northwest history and culture and a mecca for out-
door activity. Soak in the majestic scenery of the
8,000-foot Hells Canyon best viewed from the Snake
River on a guided jet boat tour, where you learn about
tales of the native Nez Perce people, steamboats sink-
ing and remote mining communities. Along the Snake
River, run, bike or walk the 20-mile paved pathway. 

847 Port Way, Clarkston, WA 99403
Peggy Gary, 509-758-7489

info@visitlcvalley.com • www.visitlcvalley.com

‰

WHAT TO SEE

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
The Jelly Belly Visitor Center in Fairfield offers 
complementary tours through its factory where guests
learn about the Jelly Belly jelly bean making process
in video presentations along the way. Jelly Belly makes
more than 100 flavors of Jelly Belly beans and 50 other
confections. Discover a new favorite at our free Sample
Bar. At the end of the tour, each guest receives a free
bag of Jelly Belly jelly beans. 

One Jelly Belly Lane, Fairfield, CA 94533
Katie Good, 800-953-5592
jbevents@jellybelly.com

www.jellybelly.com/california-factory

Outlets at Tejon
Your “Must-Shop-Stop” in Southern California. 
Conveniently located approximately an hour north 
of LA on I-5, you will find your favorite name-brands
with savings up to 65% at more than 60 upscale
fashion, home goods and accessories stores. Shop
brands like Michael Kors, Kate Spade, Coach, Calvin
Klein, Tommy Hilfiger, Nike and American Eagle 
Outfitters. The center offers tour guests free VIP
coupon booklets, tote bags and daily sales from 
select retailers. Ask about perks for drivers and
group leaders.

5701 Outlets at Tejon Pkwy., Tejon Ranch, CA 93203
Rebecca Swiggum, 661-663-4213

rswiggum@tejonoutlets.com • www.tejonoutlets.com

Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
The world’s largest rotating tram car, the Palm Springs
Aerial Tramway transports groups from the desert
floor to the pristine wilderness of the Mt. San Jacinto
State Park via a two-and-a-half mile ride along the
cliffs of Chino Canyon. Once at the Mountain Station,
visitors can gaze upon spectacular views of the valley
below, dine in either of two restaurants, take a guided
nature walk, watch two documentary films or visit the
natural history museum.

1 Tram Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262
Gabriele Madison, 760-969-4357

gmadison@pstramway.com • www.pstramway.com

The Huntington Library, Art 
Collection, and Botanical Gardens
A collections-based educational and research institution
established by Henry E. Huntington, Huntington Library,
Arts Collections and Botanical Gardens is located in
San Marino, California and is one of the largest and
most complete research libraries in the nation. The 
library features a collection of rare books, manuscripts,
prints, photographs, maps and other materials in the
fields of British and American history and literature.
In 2016, the library even launched a crowdsourcing
project to transcribe and decipher a collection of Civil
War telegrams between Abraham Lincoln, his cabinet
and officers of the Union Army.

1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA 91108
Jane Sandmeier, 626-405-2240

tours@huntington.org • www.huntington.org

Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library & Museum
At this must-see attraction in Southern California,
groups can step aboard the same Air Force One that
flew President Reagan over 660,000 miles, see an
exact replica of the Oval Office, and visit President 
and Mrs. Reagan’s Memorial Site. The museum has
hundreds of artifacts and dozens of interactive displays
for visitors of all ages to explore; 18 galleries pay tribute
to America’s 40th president and his accomplishments.

40 Presidential Drive, Simi Valley, CA 93065
Melanie Salvesen, 805-522-2977

msalvesen@reaganfoundation.org • www.reaganlibrary.com

The Mob Museum
In downtown Las Vegas, explore the real stories and 
actual events of organized crime history through 
interactive exhibits and one-of-a-kind Mob and law
enforcement artifacts. The museum invites guests to
partake in private guided tours, audio tours, scavenger
hunts and Mob Mystery games. Notable exhibits 
include an interactive Crime Lab, the historic Kefauver
Courtroom and The Underground—a Prohibition 
exhibition featuring a speakeasy and distillery.

300 Stewart Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89101
Sabine von Henning, 702-724-8631

sales@themobmuseum.org • www.themobmuseum.org

‰
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WHERE TO STAY

Shilo Inns Suites Hotels
Shilo Inns was founded in 1974, and has many 
convenient locations in seven western states and
Texas. Shilo Inns is considered the largest private,
independently owned and operated hospitality 
company in the Western United States. In-room
amenities include free high speed internet access in
every room, first-run movies & entertainment, 
microwaves, refrigerators, wet bars, coffee makers
and ironing units. Most Shilo Inns have pools, spas,
steam and sauna rooms. Fitness-oriented travelers
enjoy Shilo Inns' fully-equipped exercise rooms.

Lisa Steiner, Corporate Director of Marketing
Regional Director of Operations

503-641-6565 x501, lisa.steiner@shiloinns.com
www.shiloinns.com

Sweet!
• Free, self-guided 

factory tour  
• Fun, interactive and 

sensory exhibits
• Chocolate & Wine 

Experience
• Retail store open            

9AM-5PM 
• Free candy samples

© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane  

Fairfield, CA
JellyBelly.com
800-953-5592

FACTORY TOURS 
DAILY 9:15AM – 4PM

‰
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make it easy to connect to suppliers through 
Instant Info. Here’s how it works and how to use it. 
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As the capital of California, Sacramento
brings a lot to the table for visiting

groups. A delightful mixture of history, 
culture and cuisine keeps the city buzzing
with excitement. No matter what groups are
interested in, Sacramento’s small-town charm
and big-city attractions make it a special
place to visit.
Sacramento’s calling card comes from the

ground. Known as “America’s Farm-to-Fork”
capital, the city prides itself on delivering
culinary delicacies made from the best locally
sourced ingredients. This is accomplished
through Sacramento’s proximity to farmland,
giving chefs, brewers and vintners access to
the freshest proteins, produce and grains. 
The California Agriculture Museum is 

a must-see for groups hoping for a sample of
the city’s history and its culinary roots. The
museum’s interactive exhibits house a unique
collection of tractors and farming artifacts,
telling the story of how farm-to-fork developed
in the region from the time of the Gold Rush.
The Old Sugar Mill, originally built in 1934
as a beet sugar refinery, is now home to 
15 wineries pouring varietals from all over
the region. 
Groups visiting Sacramento can check out

food-focused festivals featuring cooking
demonstrations and a plethora of tastings.

They can pick up artisan goods at one of 
the many farmers markets sprinkled 
throughout the city. Or they can dine at one
of the acclaimed restaurants in town, such as
Localis, Ella and Grange. There really is no
shortage of foodie options.
In between all the scrumptious eats,

groups can explore other attractions that
make up the foundation of Sacramento.
Carve out some time to visit Old Sacramento
Waterfront, a 28-acre National Historic
Landmark District. This area pays tribute to
the early days of the Gold Rush with charming
old architecture and renowned museums, but
also features several contemporary shops,
eateries, and entertainment venues. 
At the edge of the Waterfront is one of the

top attractions in Sacramento: California’s
State Railroad Museum. Dedicated to 
arguably one of the greatest innovations of
the 19th century, this 225,000-square-foot
museum houses beautifully restored railroad
cars and locomotives. Visitors can peruse an
array of exhibits, learn about the railroad’s
impact on Sacramento’s and California’s 
commerce history, and even take a ride on
the Sacramento Southern Railroad (only 
between April and October).
To learn even more about the city’s past,

groups can head to the Sacramento History

Museum. The museum’s galleries showcase
the stories of the pioneers who settled in the
region during the Gold Rush, how they lived
on the farms, and the impact they had on life
in Sacramento today.
Art enthusiasts should not miss the

Crocker Art Museum, the longest continu-
ously operating art museum in the west. 
The museum houses the world’s foremost 
display of California art, as well as an extensive 
collection of Asian, African, and Oceanic
pieces. After leaving the museum, the art in
Sacramento continues. The city features
more than 650 murals dotting walls through-
out the streets. Groups can spend some time
wandering the city seeking out the paintings
left by local and visiting artists.
The options in Sacramento are endless, 

it’s difficult to know where to begin. Visit
Sacramento has created a selection of 
sample group itineraries to help organizers
put together their perfect trip, allowing 
them to pick and choose exactly what they
want their group to do when they visit 
Sacramento.

Sacramento serves visitors an intricate history and engaging modern attractions

VISIT SACRAMENTO
Nick Leonti, Director of Tourism
NLeonti@visitsacramento.com, 916-808-7304
VisitSacramento.com/groups 

Sample the Flavors of America’sFarm-to-Fork Capital

SI SITE INSPECTION

74 ‰ GROUP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS
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FEED 
YOUR 
SOUL
AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL
Your motorcoach passes endless rows of orchards when 
you see a fruit stand by the side of the road. You wish the 
driver would stop. But in just a few minutes you arrive 
in Old Sacramento. You forget about the fruit stand 
because you’re enthralled with the history and the stories 
of California’s beginnings. Over dinner, you tell your new 
friends your little secret. They laugh because they all had 
the same thought.

The meal comes and on your plate is the freshest and 
tastiest asparagus you’ve ever had. For dessert, a pear tart 
melts in your mouth. The next day aboard the coach, the 
group makes a slight change to the itinerary. Stop at fruit 
stand. Life is sweeter in Sacramento. Come feed your soul.

Book your group tour at  
VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel
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Rich in history and mystique, Falls Park features a triple 
waterfall cascading over sparkling pink quartzite rock. 

VisitSiouxFalls.com/MysteryTour

Unlock
theMystery
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